
King? Really? 
 

This Sunday, called “Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion” has two halves to it, palms and 
passion. They stand in jarring contrast to each other. Let us look. 
1) The palms proclaiming Jesus’ kingship, thrown from the people’s hands. 
In the Mass, we hold palms during the ritual procession, just as those did who lined the road 
long ago. This opening part of this Mass is more than just another historical reenactment; it is 
a proclamation of Jesus as king. This moment is the first half of the jarring contrast. 
You may never have caught this kingly aspect, but there are multiple clues in the First Gos-
pel (the one that takes place just before the palm procession itself). First, he rode on a colt, 
the animal that was used for royalty’s entrance into a city. The disciples spread their cloaks 
over the colt’s back as they would do for a king. 
Crowds along the way greeted Jesus as a royal hero. They smoothed their coats on the road-
way, then covered these with palm branches cut from the fields. This was in order to soften 
the pathway for the kingly one and to keep the dirt off of him. They cried out, “Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
2) The soldiers, mocking and doing their best to destroy his kingship 
The Mass itself and its Passion Reading commemorate the ridiculed and foolish tale of Jesus’ 
kingship. Soldiers tie him up and yell, “King of the Jews,” to deride this poor, ridiculous cap-
tive. They jam a “royal” crown on his head, made of thorns. They wrap a fake robe of purple 
around him (the color reserved for kings because of the rarity of this hew in those days). 
They spit on him. They strike him. They laugh. They make a tortured fool out of this great 
“king.” 
The First Reading had already told us why such torture happened. 
Because the King chose it. 
The reading says, 
I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks 
to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. 
You or I would have cried out, “My God, why have you abandoned me?” The Responsorial 
Psalm says exactly these words, and Jesus will say them from the cross. 
But are these the words of a king? Does such a total surrender represent kingly action? 
NO? 
Jesus, king of kings, “did not regard equality with God as something to cling to”—for safety or 
honor or for whatever else. As the greatest king he emptied himself out, became like a slave, 
obedient even to death on the cross (Second Reading). This was in allegiance to God and in 
service of the people. 
What a jarring contrast. It is put to rest because Jesus knew who he was, even under the 
worst duress and strife. He was, no matter what, 
            the one who loves.  
Is this our imagined Kingly greatness? No. It is the opposite. 
The real basis of rulership is service to God’s people, no matter what. The good ruler pulls a 
kingdom together and makes it safe, a place of abundance. If he/she accomplish such a goal 
(and in the USA we are experiencing this) no kingly suffering could be too great. 
Palm/Passion Sunday is a large-scale revelation of kingship’s real meaning. 
Love.                
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St. Stephens 
 

Friday: Adoration followed by Benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Sacrament of Reconciliation 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 
                             

St. Josephs, Ethete 
 

11am Sunday Mass 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 15 minutes before Mass  

           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie 
 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings April 11th through April 17th: 
 

Mon:      Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11 

Tue:       Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-4a, 5ab-6b, 15, 17 

Wed:    Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34; Mt 26:14-25 

Thur: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 

Fri:     Is 52:13-53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25; Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9; Jn 18:1-19:42 

Sat: Gn 1:1-2:2; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14, 35; Gn 22:1-18; Ps 15:5, 8-11; Ex 14:15-

 15:1, (Ps) Ex 15:1-6, 17-18; Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; Is 55:1-11; (Ps) Is 

 12:2-3, 4-6; Bar 3:9-15, 32-4:4; Ps 19:8-11; Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Pss 42:3, 5,  

 43:3-4; Rom 6:3-11; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Lk 24:1-12 

Sun:  Acts 10:34a37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4; Jn 20:1-9 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

4/10/22 
9:00am Mass                                                       5:00pm Mass 
Lector: Forrest Cole; Marilu Duncan  Lector: Volunteer needed 
           4/17/22 
9:00am Mass     5:00pm Mass 
Lector: Jim Cunningham     Lector: Volunteer needed 

Parish Collection    
4/3/22                             $3632                                                

 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves  

a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Mass Intentions this week   
 

4/9: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament        Gil Rau 
 

4/10: Sunday 9am St. Stephens                People of Ukraine 
 Sunday 11am St. Josephs         For the people 
 Sunday 5pm St. Stephens         People of Ukraine 
 

4/12: Tuesday 7:15am St. Stephens        Laura & Ron Mamot      
                               

4/13: Wednesday 5pm St. Stephens        Special intention   
 

    Easter Triduum      
 

4/14: Thursday 5:30pm Blessed Sacrament     Gil Rau 
 Thursday 7pm St. Stephens        People of Ukraine   
                      

4/15: Friday 3pm St. Stephens         Good Friday service 
 Friday 5pm St. Josephs         Good Friday service 
         

4/16: Saturday 8pm St. Stephens          Geraldine Brown  

 

4/17: Sunday 9am Blessed Sacrament        For the people 
 Sunday 9am St. Stephens              Mamie Cunningham 
 Sunday 11am St. Josephs         +Thomas Denego 

Happenings: 
 

4/10:  Rosary at 8:20am 
 

4/14: No Just Faith tonight  
 
 

4/17: Rosary @ 8:20am 

There will be an Easter egg hunt after the 9am Mass! If you would like to  

donate filled plastic eggs please bring them to the office by 4/12. Thank you! 

Blessed Sacrament and St. Josephs 
 

Sister Teresa: There will be an  
EPIC egg hunt on Easter Sunday! 

 

(Please bring eggs!) 

Please pray for the family of: 
 

+Al Brown
Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May his soul and all the souls of the 

faithful departed, through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Praised be Jesus Christ!     
Praise Him now and always! 

Thank you for your outstanding re-
sponse to the recent Disciple Maker 
Index Survey. There were 28 surveys 
returned from St. Stephens, 16 from 
St. Josephs and 22 from Blessed Sac-
rament. That is about 46% of average 
Sunday Mass attendance. Outstand-
ing! We will let you know when the 
survey results come out and what 
the next steps are in this process. 
Thank you! 

If you would like to donate an  
Easter Lily for the altar, please bring to 

the church by April 14th. Thank you! 

BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD 

ON SATURDAY, 4/16.  

If you would like to bring your 

Easter Dinner to get blessed please 

join us at 9am. 

The Easter blessings of food owe 

their origin to the fact that these par-

ticular foods, namely, flesh meat and 

milk products, including eggs, were 

forbidden in the Middle Ages during 

the Lenten fast and abstinence. 

When the feast of Easter brought the 

rigorous fast to an end, and these 

foods were again allowed at table, the 

people showed their joy and grati-

tude by first taking the food to 

church for a blessing. Moreover, they 

hoped that the Church's blessing on 

such edibles would prove a remedy 

for whatever harmful effects the 

body might have suffered from the 

long period of self-denial. Easter 

blessings of food are still held in 

many churches in the United 

States. 


