
What Are Rules For?  

        

It takes a while to grow up. 
When I was a boy, I and my brother, who was older by four years, heard a reading at Mass 
that included the Hebrew word raqa. The reading told us that one must not say raqa to his 
brother, since it meant “Thou fool,” and would be will be answerable to the Sanhedrin. Ob-
viously the moment we left church we began to say, with impunity and hu-
mor, raqa, raqa, raqa to each other, since we were brothers in the strict sense of the word. 
This unusual word raqa is used in today’s Gospel (or at least in the “long version”). Jesus 
does not say it lightly, as the years have helped me see. 
Obviously, human beings do grow up and a progression takes place. A progression I mean 
from the uncomplicated, grinning approach to the commandments, to a place from which we 
can truly have understanding, and—if we can hang on into true maturity—to an experience 
of the insides of the commandments. 
That progression is one way of looking at the readings for this Sunday. 
In the First Reading, the writer speaks in very plain terms, as a father might speak to a son or 
daughter. 
 If you choose, you can keep the commandments; 
 they will save you. If you trust in God, you too shall live. 
These ancient words echo one of the first books of the Jewish testament: 
 I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life, that you and 
 your descendants may live, by loving the LORD, your God, heeding his voice, 
 and holding fast to him. (Deut 30: 19-20) 
Though my brother and I were boys, we would have understood. We would have recognized 
“life and death, good and evil.” God was showing us how uncomplicated it is, how un-
mysterious and remote for anyone to understand. 
Eons later, Jesus came along. The people had already taken the commandments seriously, but 
now Jesus gave nuance and fullness to them. They became “a wisdom to those who are ma-
ture, … God’s wisdom, mysterious, hidden, which God predetermined before the ages. 
… ” (Second Reading) 
So, one by one, Jesus took the various laws, in all their externality, and drew out their inner 
roots. 
Like this: 
 • One external injunction had been against killing. The inside of that law is, do not even act 
out of anger for your brother or sister. Not even the word raqa should be spoken. 
 • You shall not commit adultery. The inside of that law is: be pure enough to not even 
glance lustfully at a woman. 
 • Divorce. The interior law is, stay faithful and loving within your marriage relationship, not 
just do not separate. 
 • Finally, oaths. We could talk of these for pages, but here just realize that today people do 
use oaths, such as, “ … in the name of God, … ” or “OMG,” (which stands for O, MY 
GOD!), or e.g., “By God, I will never let you. … ” You hear such slang everywhere, movies, 
television, high schools, grade schools. Jesus diagnoses these usages simply: you are trying to 
make up for your weakness by putting almighty power behind your words. He tells them he 
has a better way. Just say yes or no, and mean it. Or, to say it another way, be real. 
Jesus did speak to children, but here it is to us adults. He is offering us the Spirit, and, as St. 
Paul tells us, the Spirit "scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God”! 
Watch Jesus as you progress through life. The inside of the law is written in his heart. As you 
and I grow up, let it be written in ours too.    John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm  

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am  

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Josephs, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings February 17th through February 23rd: 

              

Mon:      Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76; Mk 8:11-13          

Tue: Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-15, 18-19; Mk 8:14-21 

Wed:    Jas 1:19-27; Ps 15:2-5; Mk 8:22-26 

Thur: Jas 2:1-9; Ps 34:2-7; Mk 8:27-33 

Fri:     Jas 2:14-24, 26; Ps 112:1-6; Mk 8:34-9:1 

Sat: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 16:13-19 

Sun:  Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13; 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

2/23/20 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Melissa Brown 
Extraordinary Ministers: Tom Kasper, Jim & Theresa Cunningham 
Lector: Cindy Davis 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
2/9                                                                                                                                         $2445.04 

 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
2/16: Rosary @ 8:20am 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass 

2/22: Choir practice 3pm 
2/23: Soup Supper 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for February 
will continue on the 17th.  
 

Religious Ed Classes are after the 9am Mass. 

Congratulations to  
Delante’ Steven-James Oldman  

and Leia Marie Littleshield  
who are being baptized today! 

 

Congratulations to their mother, LaRae 
and the proud godparents: 

Nicolle Lee & Dean Littleshield 
Nikeah Jenkins & Patrick Littleshield! 

 
Welcome to our church family,  

Delante’ and Leia! 

Praised be Jesus Christ!   
    

Praise Him now and always. 

Blessed Sacrament and St. Josephs 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week    
 

2/15: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Joan Terlisner 
 

2/16:  9am St. Stephens     +Bill Warren 
   11am St. Josephs     +Rosita Piper 
 5pm St. Stephens      For the people 
                       

2/18: 7:15am St. Stephens   Elma Brown on her birthday      
                              

2/19: 5:00pm St. Stephens   All souls in purgatory       
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service  
           

2/20: 7:15am St. Stephens   Mark Romer        
                  

2/21: 5:00pm St. Stephens   Rosary Makers           
 5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion service 
  

2/22:     4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Thanksgiving for prayers answered  
 

2/23: 9am St. Stephens    John Warren for his 90th birthday    
   11am St. Josephs    Blanch Ridgely Family         
 5pm St. Stephens    For the people          

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a 

special gift. Cards are available at the office.  
Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for Mass. 

In the spirit of justice and transparency, the Diocese of Cheyenne must report that a credible alle-
gation of sexual misconduct with an adult female has been made against Father Michael Mary 
Wight, a priest of the Society of our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity. This occurred while he was 
serving on the Turtle Mountain Indian Reservation in the Diocese of Fargo, North Dakota.  
 

Father Wight (who was Brother Michael Mary Wight at the time) also served at St. Stephen’s Indi-
an Mission, beginning August 2010 until approximately 2012.  
 

If you or anyone you know has been a victim of sexual abuse by a member of the clergy, we urge 
you to contact your local law enforcement agency or the Department of Family Services if you 
suspect abuse of a minor.  
 

Upon notification of authorities or if you have questions, please call or email Chancellor Jean 
Chrostoski at 307-638-1530, ext. 105 (jchrostoski@dioceseofcheyenne.org) or Diocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator Mary Adams at 307-220-0485 (adamsmaryj@outlook.com).   

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will 

be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. 

Three classes are required. Please 

call Sister Teresa at 332-9090.  

Religious Education 
 

Classes for Kindergarteners and First 

Grade and First Communion students is at 

11am on Sundays. 

Confirmation 

Classes begin immediately  

after Mass. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of:         +George Dodge  

 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. 
May his soul and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace. Amen.   


