Let There Be Light
A single candle, placed in a darkened Winter window, will charm us.
Picture it in your mind and then compare it to a room with powerful florescent
lights. In the latter, every nook and cranny gets equal light, lots of it. There are no
shades of grey. The wrinkles and imperfections of a human face want to run and hide
because all their mess is made very obvious.
Now think of a room lit by several candles. Somehow the better parts of each face
are brought out and the flaws are left kindly in the background. Such lights pardon
our imperfections and grant us a kind of glow.
Jesus is that kind of light. Not a searchlight from which no flawed, fumbling thing
can escape. He came as a simple candle, a forgiver of souls, a quiet lover of human
faces.
There is a passage in the First Reading for Sunday that is quoted word for word in
Sunday’s Gospel.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.
Here, Jesus is a great light after all. He is relief from the dark that we all walk in. He
is divine brilliance.
But the Gospel has him ambling along by the Sea of Galilee like an ordinary person.
Strolling. How can this illustrious beam of light be dim, like the rest of us?
Some speculations:
Maybe he is especially vital, the type that people are attracted to. Maybe he is someone you and I would automatically want to follow. After all, on Sunday we will hear
about two sets of brothers who drop everything and go after him: Simon Peter and
his brother Andrew, and then James and John—the sons of Zebedee, or “sons of
thunder,” as Jesus will call them later. None of these men are fools. They would not
follow just anyone. Jesus must have been a very appealing person.
So, did they see him as a “great light”? Did they somehow acknowledge that grave
darkness would be dispelled by him? They probably had heard from the Baptist that
Jesus was “The Messiah,” the one that the Jews had been awaiting for such a long
time.
Yet this Sunday we learn that Jesus’ light did not infringe on every precious cranny of
people’s lives, as a searchlight might do. He was like a quiet glow, a candle in the
window. His armies did not savage all in their path. His light was not a huge bolt of
lightning. It was, impossibly, a quiet flicker that hurricane winds tried and tried to
put out, but could not. Seen in this way, Christ’s light was indeed great, but in a new
way, in an ordinary, diffused way. One that could suffer on our behalf.
Pope Benedict XVI put it like this:
God’s sign is simplicity. God’s sign is the baby. God’s sign is that he makes himself
small for us. This is how he reigns. He does not come with power and outward
splendor. He comes as a baby—defenseless and in need of our help. He does not
want to overwhelm us with his strength. He takes away our fear of his greatness. He
asks for our love: so he makes himself a child.
John Foley, SJ

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 26, 2020
St. Stephens Indian Mission
www.saintstephensmission.com
856-7806
33 St. Stephens Road
PO Box 250
St. Stephens, WY 82524
Fr. Jim Heiser……….………………………...…………..………….…………..Pastor
Sr. Monica Suhayda, CSJ……………………….....Past. Asst./ Gift Shop 856-4330
Patti McMahon……………………………………..Director of Religious Education

Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs
332-9090
Sr. Teresa Frawley, OSF………..……Past. Asst./Director of Religious Education

St. Stephens

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Josephs, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week

Readings January 27th through February 2nd:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26; Mk 3:22-30
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7-10; Mk 3:31-35
2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-30; Mk 4:1-20
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-5, 11-14; Mk 4:21-25
2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Ps 51:3-7, 10-11; Mk 4:26-34
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17; Mk 4:35-41
Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2;14-18; Lk 2:22-40
Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens

2/2/20
9:00 Mass
Lector: Penny Robertson
Extraordinary Ministers: Steve Gresback, Doug Bebout, Marilu Duncan
Lector: Cindy Davis
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

1/25:
1/26:

1/28:
1/29:
1/30:
1/31:
2/1:
2/2:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Dick Bub
9am St. Stephens
For the people
11am St. Josephs
Souls in purgatory
5pm St. Stephens
+Kenneth Blackburn
7:15am St. Stephens
Mike Johnson
5:00pm St. Stephens
+Eugene Baylis
5:15pm St. Josephs
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephens
+Vance Piercy
5:00pm St. Stephens
+Terry Viktorin
5:15pm St. Josephs
Communion service
9;00am St. Stephens
Poor souls in purgatory
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Charlie Doughtery
9am St. Stephens
+William Spoonhunter
11am St. Josephs
Voigt Family
5pm St. Stephens
For the People

1/19
$2131.68
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7

Please pray for the repose of the soul of:

Happenings:

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
them. May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

1/26: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts
after the 9am Mass
1/26: Soup Supper
2/1: Choir practice 3pm

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Classes for February
will be on the 3rd, 10th and 17th.
Religious Ed Classes resume today, 1/19/20!

Zayden Amaro Jenkins
is being baptized today!
Congratulations to his
mom Ashlyn and the
proud godparents,
Sharyl Gambler and
Darious Tillman.
Welcome to our church
family, Zayden!

+Marlene Wallowingbull

+William Warren

Praised be Jesus Christ!

Praise Him now and always.

+Jade Wagon

Soup Supper is today after the 5pm
Mass! If you can, bring a soup, if you
can’t then bring your appetite! Join
us in Eagle Hall for fellowship.

Blessed Sacrament and St. Josephs
Baptism Classes

Religious Education

The last Sunday of each month will
be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.
Three classes are required. Please
call Sister Teresa at 332-9090.

Classes for Kindergarteners and First
Grade and First Communion students is at
11am on Sundays.

Confirmation

Classes begin immediately
after Mass.

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage,
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a
special gift. Cards are available at the office.
Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for Mass.

