Behold The Lamb Of God
Among the prayer methods of Ignatius of Loyola, there is a device in a retreat called
“repetition.” If a praying session went particularly well, or sometimes if it went badly,
Ignatius would instruct the retreatant to repeat the exact same topic for their next
session.
“Oh no, not again,” I would groan. This was the method I disliked most when I
first made the Spiritual Exercises. Only later did I begin to understand something of
what repetition was about.
It was not that one should try again to experience the same feelings they had the first
time on this topic. Not even that they should try to meet God in the same manner
that they did before. Nor to rake their mind more vigorously so they could overwhelm it with brain-power.
Instead, repetition meant that I should go to the same shady spot in the forest, the
place where God and I visited each other last time. I go to that area again to see if
that is the locale where we will meet again. And even if we do not, I might still remember what happened last time, like Mary “pondering these things in her
heart” (Lk 2:19), and this might give God a way to find me.
I mention this because on Sunday the Church prescribes a reading that is, in effect, a
repetition of last week’s Baptism of the Lord.
Maybe there was some kind of mistake in the ordering of the readings?
But what if this repetition has a purpose. Let’s use another sort of Ignatian method to
sort it out.
First, what do you notice in the Gospel reading? Pause here if you want to go
through that reading again and get your own ideas. Personally I am struck by the
words the Baptist spoke when Jesus approached: “Behold the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sins of the world.”
We hear this phrase at every Mass (“This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sins of the world”) but you and I probably have not thought much about it.* It contains a mysterious idea, as follows.
In the Jewish temple lambs had their lives taken as “sacrifices.” Perhaps it was
thought that their innocence could go up to God’s pure heaven by this means—
making a bridge between God and the people.
Jesus allowed himself to be sacrificed this same way on behalf of his people. He was
already at one with God, as we know, but he was also a (sinless) member of a sinful
people. So he carried the plague of their sins before God’s bosom.
Can you picture a simple little lamb munching grass in a pasture? Spend time with it.
Then see Jesus willing to love us with the same simplicity, unto death, so that he
could be our bridge.
And that is a repetition. Finding God in a different way in the same place.
A scholar named Joachim Jeremias held that the original word for “lamb” in Aramaic
(the language Jesus spoke) was “talyã’,” which meant not only “lamb” but also
“slave” or “servant.” Maybe the Baptist intended both meanings!
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St. Stephens

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Josephs, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week

Readings January 20th through January 26th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23; Mk 2:18-22
1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b-2, 9-10
1 Sm 18:6-9, 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13; Mk 3:7-12
1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19
Acts 22:3-16; Ps 117:1-2; Mk 16:15-18
Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23
Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens

1/26/20
9:00 Mass
Lector: Aurora Baldes
Extraordinary Ministers: Tom Kasper, Jim & Theresa Cunningham
Lector: Ethan Remacle
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection
1/12
$2000.77
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7

Happenings:
1/19: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts
after the 9am Mass
1/25: Choir practice 3pm
1/26: Soup Supper

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Classes for February
will be on the 3rd, 10th and 17th.
Religious Ed Classes resume today, 1/19/20!

1/18:
1/19:

1/21:
1/22:
1/23:
1/24:
1/25:
1/26:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Florence Richmeier
9am St. Stephens
+Donald Parrish
11am St. Josephs
For the people
5pm St. Stephens
Dilger Family
7:15am St. Stephens
Kamreigh Pingree on her 1st birthday
5:00pm St. Stephens
Poor souls in purgatory
5:15pm St. Josephs
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephens
Hayley Squires
5:00pm St. Stephens
John’s 11
5:15pm St. Josephs
Communion service
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Dick Bub for healing
9am St. Stephens
For the people
11am St. Josephs
Souls in purgatory
5pm St. Stephens
+Kenneth Blackburn

Please pray for the repose of the soul of:
+JoAnne Little Ant

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her.
May her soul and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.

Praised be Jesus Christ!
Praise Him now and always.

Soup Supper next Sunday after the
5pm Mass! If you can, bring a soup,
if you can’t then bring your appetite!
Join us in Eagle Hall for fellowship.

“All we are saying, is give peace a chance.”

J .L

Blessed Sacrament and St. Josephs
Baptism Classes

Religious Education

The last Sunday of each month will
be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.
Three classes are required. Please
call Sister Teresa at 332-9090.

Classes for Kindergarteners and First
Grade and First Communion students is at
11am on Sundays.

Confirmation

Classes begin immediately
after Mass.

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage,
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a
special gift. Cards are available at the office.
Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for Mass.

