Blood and Flesh
The last time the Feast of the Presentation took place on a Sunday was in 2014.
To present a firstborn child in Jesus’ days meant the purification of the mother, which in
turn demanded a sacrifice. The Book of Leviticus gives the prescription for purification:
killing of a year-old lamb, or another animal. Poor people such as Joseph and Mary
could not afford a first-born lamb, so they were allowed to sacrifice just a pigeon or a
turtledove.
Sacrifice includes suffering and it includes death.
Alright, then, what is a “sacrifice”?
The word had many meanings in the times before Jesus’ birth. On the Feast of the
Presentation, here is an attempt to understand this somewhat difficult topic.
For much of history, the realm of the gods was considered something far off from the
daily world of earth. In our world there was suffering, death, sin, warfare, uncleanness. In
the godly realm there was none of this, or at least not much. So, might there be a way to
disconnect something from here and send it somehow as a peace offering into heaven?
The gift would have to be of high value, of course, so it should be the “first fruit,” or the
first born lamb, etc., which would mean it was “pure.”
How was it sent to the heavenly realm? By putting it to death. This part of the ritual
would release its final binding to our world and send it into the heavens. “Priests” were
set aside from ordinary life to preside, separated, so they could be understood as disconnected from this world.
This notion of sacrifice developed through the ages, and it came to be applied to Jesus
and to Christianity. Here is a sketch of the outcome.
God’s self, his Word, came among us as a tiny human babe, the firstborn child of the
Divine. If this firstborn were to grow up and become a sacrifice, then never again would
anyone think that the doors to God were closed and locked, at least if they understood
through faith who Jesus was. He, the Word of God, would participate in everything
earthly (except sin). “Since the children share in blood and flesh, Jesus likewise shared in
these things,” St. Paul says in the Second Reading. His crucifixion could then be seen as
the death prescribed in sacrifice.
In the temple, Simeon rejoices in the following beautiful scene from Sunday’s Gospel:
My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel.
A sacrifice.
Simeon hints at a further sacrifice to come. “This child is destined for the fall and rise of
many in Israel,” he says, “and to be a sign that will be contradicted—and, [speaking to
Mary,] you yourself a sword will pierce.”
Quite a piercing it would be. Sacrifice includes suffering and it includes death. But in the
very act of dying Jesus would show that Godliness, in its essence—which is love—
survives death. And that such a life can dwell within each of us.
The world today is crowded with grief and torment, starvation, warfare, killing, and
“lives of quiet desperation.” But in Jesus, God came to participate in all of it.
He took the whole bundle into his two arms and he embraced it and made it good.
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephens

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Josephs, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week

Readings February 3rd through February 9th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

2 Sm 15:13-14, 30, 16:5-13; Ps 3:2-7; Mk 5:1-20
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3; Ps 86:1-6; Mk 5:21-43
2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 6:1-6
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; (Ps) 1 Chr 29:10-12; Mk 6:7-13
Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47, 50-51; Mk 6:14-29
1 Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9-14; Mk 6:30-34
Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; Mt 5:13-16
Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens

2/9/20
9:00 Mass
Lector: Jim Cunningham
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg, Sister Monica, Linda Bebout
Lector: Sarah Remacle
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection
1/26
$2030.36
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7

Happenings:
2/1: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts
after the 9am Mass
2/8: Choir practice 3pm

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Classes for February
will be on the 3rd, 10th and 17th.
Religious Ed Classes are after the 9am Mass.

Praised be Jesus Christ!
Praise Him now and always.
“Holiness entails neither long
faces nor being sad and miserable. Holiness consists rather in
being continuously happy because it is the possession of
God.”
The Road to Hope by Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan

2/1:
2/2:

2/4:
2/5:
2/6:
2/7:
2/8:
2/9:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Charlie Doherty
9am St. Stephens
+William Spoonhunter
11am St. Josephs
Voigt Family
5pm St. Stephens
For the People
7:15am St. Stephens
Poor Souls in purgatory
5:00pm St. Stephens
+Thurlo Jenkins, Sr.
5:15pm St. Josephs
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephens
+Maynard Richmeir
5:00pm St. Stephens
Easton Hanson
5:15pm St. Josephs
Communion service
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Russell Merrigan
9am St. Stephens
Ron Porter
11am St. Josephs
For the People
5pm St. Stephens
+Carol Baldes

In the spirit of justice and transparency, the Diocese of Cheyenne must report that a
credible allegation of sexual misconduct with an adult female has been made against
Father Michael Mary Wight, a priest of the Society of our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity. This occurred while he was serving on the Turtle Mountain Indian Reservation in
the Diocese of Fargo, North Dakota.
Father Wight (who was Brother Michael Mary Wight at the time) also served at St.
Stephen’s Indian Mission, beginning August 2010 until approximately 2012.
If you or anyone you know has been a victim of sexual abuse by a member of the
clergy, we urge you to contact your local law enforcement agency or the Department
of Family Services if you suspect abuse of a minor.
Upon notification of authorities or if you have questions, please call or email Chancellor Jean Chrostoski at 307-638-1530, ext. 105 (jchrostoski@dioceseofcheyenne.org)
or Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator Mary Adams at 307-220-0485
(adamsmaryj@outlook.com).

Blessed Sacrament and St. Josephs
Baptism Classes

Religious Education

The last Sunday of each month will
be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.
Three classes are required. Please
call Sister Teresa at 332-9090.

Classes for Kindergarteners and First
Grade and First Communion students is at
11am on Sundays.

Confirmation

Classes begin immediately
after Mass.

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage,
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a
special gift. Cards are available at the office.
Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for Mass.

