
The Everlasting Arms 
 

There are two sides to Sunday’s readings. One theme is “Do not get tired when 
you are praying.” The other is, Of course you will, but there will be support. 
Most of us have experienced drowsiness when we try to pray. Even Moses gets 
fatigued as he is doing the equivalent of prayer in the First Reading. He stands 
on the top of a hill where he can see a fight going on below, one he has or-
dered. To give his general, Joshua, victory over enemy forces, he holds out 
what our reading calls “the staff of God” over the battle. He has to continue 
holding it out, straight-armed, until the combat is completely done because 
whenever he lowers his arms the enemy starts to win. This goes on for a long 
time and Moses’ arms do grow exceedingly weary. 
When I was an altar boy in the old rite I learned a bit about this by mindlessly 
holding the book out with extended arms for Father to read from. “Please, 
please, please read faster,” my arms petitioned. Moses did have people to sup-
port his arms, Aaron and Hur. They even found a rock for him to sit on. 
The theme: go ahead and get tired, someone will help you. 
But in the Gospel, in order to illustrate why we should keep praying (asking for 
things) and not grow tired, Jesus tells a parable about the unjust judge and a 
widow who does not stop asking. 
The widow, with very little to lose, comes to public court every single day and 
demands justice from the admittedly bored judge. Much like today’s scene! 
After a while the judge thinks to himself, if I don’t do something this woman 
will humiliate me in front of everyone. I give up. I will rule in her favor. 
The point we are given for this parable is: how much more God—who certainly 
is not bored—will make sure we have what we need, even if it is only a very 
basic need. The widow’s persistence is therefore an example for all of us. 
Persistence. 
But did Jesus have someone supporting his arms as he spread them wide upon 
the cross? 
No? 
Even though Jesus was weary unto death and was no longer able to sense any 
presence of God whatsoever, he still prayed without ceasing. “Father, why have 
you abandoned me?” is one of the most riveting prayers in history. It set the 
stage for Mother Teresa’s persistence and fortitude throughout a life devoid of 
consolation. 
God’s love was strong enough to bring Jesus (and Mother Teresa) through, 
when every assurance had been taken away. Jesus stretched out his arms in a 
position that came to be the medieval position of prayer (arms lifted to God), 
and won a great victory, just as the Old Testament Moses and Joshua had done. 
He opened his arms to us so that we can fall into them when we ourselves are 
so very weary and discouraged.  
 “The eternal God is your refuge,” Moses said. “Underneath are the everlasting 
arms” (Dt. 33:27).      John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm  

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am  

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings October 21st through October 27th: 

              

Mon:      Rom 4:20-25; (Ps) Lk 1:69-75; Lk 12:13-21 

Tue: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19; 20b-21; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 12:35-38 

Wed:    Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48 

Thur: Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4,6; Lk 12:49-53 

Fri:   Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94; Lk 12:54-59 

Sat: Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-4b, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9 

Sun:       Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; Ps 34:2-3, 17-19, 23; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

10/27/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Laura Mamot, Ronda Bradley, Marlene Morss 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
10/13                                                                                                                                     $2125.23 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 

10/20: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass 
          
 

10/24: Volunteers of America’s 
Empty Bowl Event-Fairgrounds 
 

10/26: Choir practice 3pm 
 

10/27: Soup Supper after 5pm  
           Mass - Eagle Hall 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for November 
are on 11/4, 11/11, & 11/18 and from 5:30-
6:30pm. 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Annual Mystic Monk Fall coffee/loose tea order:  

Avoid costly shipping for your orders prior to the holidays. We will be placing an order 
to support this growing Carmelite Monk community in Powell. Go to:  https://
form.jotform.com/92711040448148 for the online form. Fall seasonal selections for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are available as well as year-round favorites. Descriptions 
are at: mysticmonkcoffee.com. Deadline for orders/payment is Mon. Nov. 4. Thanks in 
advance for your support from World Youth Day! Contacts: Riverton-Maria Cor-
bett,  mariac@wyoming.com, Lander-Carol Baron,carolbaron91@gmail.com 

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

10/19: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Rex Phipps 
 

10/20:  9am St. Stephen’s   Mary Brown on her birthday 
   11am St. Joseph’s   The Hugh Ridgely Family 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people 
                       

10/22: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Anita Louise Hosking          
                              

10/23: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Lorraine Trana         
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

10/24: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Gabriel Edmond Warren     
                                 

10/25: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Victims of incest          
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

10/26:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Fr. Apel 
 

10/27: 9am St. Stephen’s   Poor souls in purgatory        
   11am St. Joseph’s   For the people              
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Dodge daughters       

All Saint’s Day 
 

Friday, November 1st is All Saint’s Day. It is a Holy Day of Obligation. There will be 

Mass at 5pm at St. Stephens on Friday, November 1st. Please join us. 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
 

+Josh Friday  

+Carlita Brown 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them. May 
their souls and all the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen.   

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will be 

Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister 

Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

Religious Education 
 

Rel. Ed. K-1 and First Communion 

11am on Sunday. 

Confirmation 
 

Classes begin immediately  

after Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Father Jim! 
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