
Gratitude 
 

Sunday’s Scripture narrates two leprosy cures and two reactions to them. 
Once, when I presided at a baptism, it was so easy to see the difference between my 
own old flesh and the soft clean skin of the infant girl who received the sacrament. 
What would your reaction be if you were made fresh as a baby, after your skin had 
been that of a leper? You or I would probably open a website to sell soft-skin! 
In the Gospel, Jesus heals ten lepers. He sends them off, saying, “Go show yourselves 
to the priests.” They do, but on the way they find out that they are already cleansed! 
And, maybe the point of the scripture is that only one former leper—and it is a Sa-
maritan—has eyes to see what this healing means. 
Extolling God in a loud voice, this one comes back to Jesus. He drops to the ground 
giving thanks. The other nine? They must have been glad they had won the sweep-
stakes and had not thought about who had done the cure. 
Jesus offers a soul-cure as well as a bodily one. Too bad those others missed it! 
Second, in the First Reading, a leper, Naaman—also a Samaritan—is healed by Elisha 
the prophet. Naaman is told to plunge into the Jordan river seven times. He carries 
out this strange routine just as instructed. The result? 
His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean of his leprosy. 
Naaman rushed back to Elisha to gave copious thanks. He declared that there was no 
other god on earth but Israel’s God! He offered a gift in thanksgiving. This was a very 
healthy and normal reaction: when a person is loved so much, their heart goes out to 
the giver and, without thinking, their soul wants to give gifts in return. 
Strangely, Elisha refused the gift. We are not given an explicit reason, but probably he 
did not want earthly rewards for doing God’s work. In response to the refusal, 
Naaman the leper made a dramatic pronouncement. 
If you will not accept, 
please let me, your servant, 
have two mule-loads of earth, 
for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice 
to any other god except to the Lord. 
Mules and all, he will use Israeli earth to show his gratitude. It will be a sacrifice to the 
God of Israel, the God you and I worship. 
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola are based on this same response of grati-
tude. Especially in an exercise called the “Contemplation to Obtain God’s love,” peo-
ple on retreat realize (over time) how deeply they are being loved. Their great desire 
is to give back to the one doing the loving, to give in return. 
Notice that this implies an adult relationship, not a child’s. 
An infant is filled with need after need and tells you all about them. The nine cured 
lepers who did not say thanks might have been like that. But as maturity grows in a 
person he or she wants to give back instead of only receiving. 
Yes, even to give back to God. 
God has been seeking a mutual love relationship with each of us from the beginning 
of our lives. Have you ever sensed this? Have you felt gratitude? Have you ever taken 
time out to return love? 
Could you take some time out this week?             John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm  

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am  

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings October 14th through October 20th: 

              

Mon:      Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1b-4; Lk 11:29-32 

Tue: Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 11:37-41 

Wed:    Rom 2:1-11; Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9; LK 11:42-46 

Thur: Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1b-6b; Lk 11:47-54 

Fri:   2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13ab, 17-18; Lk 10:1-9 

Sat: Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-9, 42-43; Lk 12:8-12 

Sun:       Ex 17:8-13; Ps 1221:1-8; 2 Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

10/20/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Penny Robertson 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg, Linda Bebout, Marilu Duncan 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
10/4                                                                                                                                      $2507.51 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 

10/13: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass 
          

10/17: No 7:15am Mass 
 

10/18: Mass for those who  
           have lost a child prior to   
           birth or as an infant. 
 

10/19: Choir practice 3pm 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for November 
are on 11/4, 11/11, & 11/18 and from 5:30-
6:30pm. 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Annual Mystic Monk Fall coffee/loose tea order:  

Avoid costly shipping for your orders prior to the holidays. We will be placing an order 
to support this growing Carmelite Monk community in Powell. Go to:  https://
form.jotform.com/92711040448148 for the online form. Fall seasonal selections for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are available as well as year-round favorites. Descriptions 
are at: mysticmonkcoffee.com. Deadline for orders/payment is Mon. Nov. 4. Thanks in 
advance for your support from World Youth Day! Contacts: Riverton-Maria Cor-
bett,  mariac@wyoming.com, Lander-Carol Baron,carolbaron91@gmail.com 

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

10/12: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Mary Cartwright 
 

10/13:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Edward LaMorte 
   11am St. Joseph’s   For the people 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Johnnie Whiteman 
                       

10/15: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Shaun Cooper          
                              

10/16: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Skip & Lonna Fleming      
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

10/17: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass today            
                        

10/18: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Mass for those who have lost a child prior to birth
      or as an infant           
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

10/19:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Rex Phipps 
 

10/20: 9am St. Stephen’s   Mary Brown            
   11am St. Joseph’s   +Hugh Ridgely            
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people          

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will be 

Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister 

Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

 

Marriage Encounter Weekend:   
Less Huddle, More Cuddle!  Between games this weekend take a moment to apply for a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The weekend will help you and spouse redis-
cover the excitement and fun of sharing life together. These weekends are a powerful 
time for you to focus on one another, reconnect and grow closer. Upcoming dates: 
Ucross (Clearmont), WY Nov 1-3, 2019 and Billings, MT Jan 24-26, 2020.  For more in-
formation and to apply visit www.wwme.org or call Paul and Tracy 307-689-2820. 

Religious Education 
 

Rel. Ed. K-1 and First Communion 

11am on Sunday. 

Confirmation 
 

Classes begin immediately after Mass. Registration for classes is still open! 

Pregnancy & Infant Loss Mass 
 

Families who have lost a child prior to birth or as an infant are invited to a 
Mass on Friday, October 18th at 5pm.  Come join us in prayer to support 
one another and remember the children who have died.  Attendees will 
receive a medal and prayer card. 
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