
Be Shrewd 
 

God in the First Reading is quite offended by his people’s evil actions, just as we would 
expect. But in the Gospel parable we find the master of the house rewarding a dishonest 
steward for cheating. What is going on? 
A question: are you shrewd? Can you get troubled circumstances to work to your ad-
vantage? 
If you said yes, doesn’t that mean you are un-Christian? 
After all, we are supposed to dedicate ourselves to charity, giving always to to others. Or 
at least that is the usual understanding of Christianity. 
Start with the First Reading. God sees that the merchants are actually agreeing to “fix 
their scales for cheating!” This is bad enough, but they have determined also to actually 
buy poor people, to purchase them and their lives for silver or even for a pair of sandals! 
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 never will I forget a thing they have done! 
Such slavery no longer exists in the United States, for which, hurray! But aren’t each of 
our own lives being bought off by luxury? Haven’t you noticed that commerce wishes to 
buy you with cable TV, or a convertible, or prescription drugs, or real-estate plans, or 
weight reduction, beautiful teeth, slick automobiles, perfect wheel chairs, and even 
breath-freshening chewing gum (whose advertising portrays sexual promiscuity in order 
to sell their gum)? 
God’s reaction is very clear, and we should react similarly. 
God hates it. 
Yet in the Gospel, a parable portrays God’s attitude quite differently. The master comes 
back to find that his top steward has been squandering the master’s property. Naturally 
he plans to fire the man, and in this he agrees completely with the First Reading, that 
cheating should not be tolerated. 
But then comes the curve ball. The servant is portrayed as shrewd. He thinks up a plan. If I 
am to be fired, I had better acquire some friends so I will not be homeless. Since I will re-
main steward until I give an account, I will go to each of my master’s debtors and make a 
deal. Give me half of what you owe and I will count it on the books as fully paid. 
The master actually commends him for this plan! He tells the servant, you have been pru-
dent in preparing a home for yourself! 
Why does he treat this dishonest servant differently than the dishonest merchants in the 
First Reading? The answer is in Sunday’s Psalm 113, which says: 
Praise the Lord, who lifts up the poor! 
Do you think the merchants from the First Reading were “lifting up the poor”? Weren’t 
they buying and selling them instead, purchasing them for even “a pair of sandals”? 
Well, the Gospel’s steward doesn’t show disdain for the poor even though he is taking 
care of his own future (by making friends with the poor). He gets a portion of their debts 
back for the master. He never buys or sells them—he makes their life a little easier by 
cutting their debts in half, and he courts the master’s favor by cutting losses to his proper-
ty. 
So he was shrewd. 
He did good by being so clever. The remaining servants were happy. The master was hap-
py. The steward kept his job. Good was served rather than evil. 
Maybe the actual moral for Sunday is: be clever when you do good. 
     
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm  

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am  

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings September 23rd through September 29th: 

              

Mon:      Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18 

Tue: Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 8:19-21 

Wed:    Ezr 9:5-9; (Ps) Tb 13:2-4, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 

Thur: Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 9:7-9 

Fri:   Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1-4; Lk 9:18-22 

Sat: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Lk 9:43b-45 

Sun:       Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

9/29/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Melissa Brown 
Extraordinary Ministers: Laura Mamot, Ronda Bradley, Marlene Morss 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
9/15                                                                                                                                      $1626.62 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 

9/22: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass 

9/24-9/27: No weekday Mass 
9/28: Choir practice 3pm 
9/29: Frybread Sunday 
         Soup Supper 
10/1-10/4: No weekday Mass 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for October are 
on 10/7, 10/14, & 10/21 and from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Wyoming Catholic Women’s Conference -- The 2019 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Con-
ference will be on Friday, October 11, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 
12, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (light breakfast and lunch provided) at the Ramkota Ho-
tel & Conference Center in Casper, WY.  The keynote speaker will be Lisa Cotter, and 
our conference theme is “Real Womanhood”.  For more information on Lisa, please 
visit http://madetomagnify.com.  We encourage all women to come join in this uplifting 
experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  Early registration price is $50 by 10-1-19 
and $60 after that date.  Room reservations at Ramkota are available for $79.99 + 
tax.  To register, go to wycatholicwomen.com or call Francesca at 307-856-6986.  

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

9/21: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Irene Millar 
 

9/22:  9am St. Stephen’s   Ann 
   11am St. Joseph’s   For the people 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Intention of Christina Kuzniar 
                       

9/23: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass today             
                              

9/25: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   No Mass today       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

9/26: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass today              
                

9/27: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   No Mass today           
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

9/28:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Micky Simmons 
 

9/29: 9am St. Stephen’s   Poor souls in purgatory              
   11am St. Joseph’s   Byron H.               
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Jose Manguia Ayan         

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

 
 

+Mary Cartwright 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May their 
souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.   

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will be 

Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister 

Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

Next Sunday is Frybread Sunday and Soup Supper Sunday! We will have frybread 
instead of donuts after the 9am Mass. Everyone is invited to the Soup Supper after 
the 5pm Mass in Eagle Hall. Bring a soup if you can but please join in fellowship! 

Religious Education 

 
 

Religious Education Registration: 9/29 after 9:00am Mass 
 

Religious Education classes begin: 10/6 after 9:00am Mass 
 

Information Class for anyone over the age of 18 who would like to become a Catholic or 
be Confirmed:  10/1 5:30-7:00pm at St. Stephen’s 
  10/3 5:30-7:00pm at St. Joseph’s 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

Father Jim will be in the  
Philippines September 23rd - Oc-
tober 5th. Fr. Michael Carr and 
Fr. Hiep will be here for weekend 
Masses but there will be no week-
day Masses during this time. 

Religious Education 
 

Registration for all Religious 

Education classes is  

after Mass today! 


