
Go Ahead, Ask Again 
 

When there is something that you want, do you pray to God? A lot of us “whisper a little 
prayer.” Others put aside time each day for asking. A number of people use the present 
web site to pray about the readings and to understand them. 
Of course, in our secular culture of the USA there are those who do not believe in prayer 
at all. So, when their friend is having an operation or is traveling or something else, they 
say, “We will be thinking of you.” This instead of “we will be praying for you.” I always ask 
myself, what good does it do to “think about them”? 
Others go all out. 
When Pope John Paul came to St. Louis quite  a number of years ago, a group of cloistered 
nuns known popularly as “the Pink Sisters” prayed many months for sunny clear days dur-
ing his visit. Guess what happened. Sunny clear days the entire time. Then, at the exact 
minute his plane lifted off to take him back, I watched as the clouds gathered and the rain 
began to fall. 
Persistent prayer. Sunday’s readings teach us this. Be obstinate. 
Abraham in the First Reading is an example. Abraham’s visitors from last week continued 
on their way to the city called Sodom, and God went with Abraham. God tells about his 
intention to destroy Sodom and its surrounding cities because of the debauchery there.* 
Against all reason and expectation, Abraham began negotiating with God, right out loud. 
He said, will you sweep away the innocent with the guilty? Suppose there were fifty inno-
cent people in the city; would you wipe out the entire place rather than spare it for the 
sake of the fifty innocent people within it? … Should not the judge of all the world act with 
justice? 
God agrees that he will not destroy the city if fifty innocent people can be found there. Sly 
Abraham asks for more. Would God agree to spare the city even if only forty-five innocent 
people were found? We feel God’s reluctance as he agrees. What about forty? Ok, God 
says. Abraham goes on and on until he has negotiated the number down to ten. God re-
plies, “For the sake of those ten, I will not destroy it.” 
Abraham stops there. As you may know, it turned out that not even ten innocents lived in 
the town, so Sodom got destroyed. But notice, God had granted each of Abrahams pray-
ers. 
Jesus recommends the same kind of shrewdness. In the Gospel he tells the famous para-
ble about knocking on the door of a friend late at night to borrow some bread. The friend 
refuses because he and his family are all in bed. Jesus says, “If he does not get up to give 
the visitor the loaves because of their friendship, he will get out of bed to give him what 
he needs because of his persistence.” 
Fine, but why do we have to be persistent and pray to God for the same thing over and 
over? Why do we have to haggle? 
Because of love. 
God is like a human father who loves his child very much. He does not always give his child 
everything the child wheedles for. Sometimes he needs to teach him or her who is in 
charge of things, the parent or the child. Most of the time God gives us what we ask for in 
some form or other, but he wants us to be persistent in asking so we will learn humility 
and acceptance. And when we suffer, he sits beside our bed and suffers with us. 
Keep knocking and it will be opened to you.        
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings July 29th through August 4th: 

               

Mon:      Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 11:19-27 

Tue:  Ex 33:7-11, 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-13; Mt 13:36-43 

Wed:    Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5-7, 9; Mt 13:44-46 

Thur: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3-6a, 8a, 11 

Fri:   Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; Ps 81:3-6, 10-11b; Mt 13:54-58 

Sat: Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12 

Sun:   Eccl 1:2, 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

8/4/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Penny Robertson  
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan, Steve Gresback, Doug Bebout 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
7/14                                                                                                                               $2072.65 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

7/28: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass  

 

7/28: Soup supper 
 
 

8/3:   Choir practice 3pm 
 

8/18: Tri-Parish Picnic 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism  

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for August will 
be 8/5, 8/12, 8/19 and will be from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Pilgrimage Trip to Italy with Bishop Steven Biegler and Father Carl Gallinger 
February 6-16, 2020. 
 
Join Bishop Steven Biegler and Father Carl Gallinger on this wonderful spiritual journey 
to Florence, Assisi, Orvieto, and Rome.  Besides having daily Mass in some of the most 
beautiful and important basilicas in Italy, you will also be attending the papal audience 
with Pope Francis and seeing many of the sites and monuments which Italy is famous 
for, as well as enjoying good Italian food and wine!   Total package $3,600 (minimum 
30 people) – Deadline to register is August 16, 2019. For more information or to register 
visit: www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/italy.html or contact Dorene McIntyre at dmcin-
tyre@dioceseofcheyenne.org or (307) 638-1530. 

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

7/27: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Margaret K. 
 

7/28:  9am St. Stephen’s   Flossie Brown   
   11am St. Joseph’s   For the people 
 5pm St. Stephen’s    
                       

7/30: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass          
                              

7/31: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   No Mass    
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

8/1: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass           
                         

8/2: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   No Mass        
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

8/3:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Elta Mae LeClair  
 

8/4: 9am St. Stephen’s   +Jeffrey Streif         
   11am St. Joseph’s   +Wesley Willow, Jr.            
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people                                           

 

St. Margarets is hosting the  
annual Fremont County Tri-Parish  
picnic this year. The picnic will be  
on August 18th at Sunset Park. Mass  
will begin at noon and lunch after Mass. More details 
will be posted as information is available. 

Please pray for the repose of 

the soul of: 
 

+Cameron Means Goodman 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her 
O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon her. May her 
soul and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

Soup supper is today, 7/28. Please join us for 
soup after the 5pm Mass. All are encouraged 
and welcome to join the fellowship. You may 
bring a soup if you would like but do join us! 

Thank you to all those who completed their vows last week-

end. May we all be blessed through your sacrifice. Hohou. 

 

There will not be daily Mass or Adoration this week nor will there be 
First Saturday Mass on August 3rd. Have a blessed week. 


