
In Vain 
 

The word “vanity” is featured, famously, in this week’s readings. “Vanity of vanities! All 
things are vanity”! 
But what in the world does the word vanity mean in this passage? Today’s English has 
made it signify pride: “proud personal displays,” like a peacock. But the original meaning 
of the word is the one intended in our First Reading: something that is “empty or value-
less,” fleeting, like a vapor. “In vain” comes closer to the meaning.* 
So when Qoheleth, the presumed author of the First Reading, says “vanity of vanities,” 
what he means is that everything is futile. It is a statement of despair. Today, he would be 
diagnosed with depression. 
Beer commercials show men and women guzzling beer and acting like teenagers, but tell-
ing us, “it doesn’t get any better than this.” It doesn’t? We admit “we can’t take it with us 
when we go,” but we do try, and we fail. 
Would you concur that your life is “in vain”? 
Or in other words, is the First Reading is actually true to life? It gives a dark picture. 
What profit comes to man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has labored 
under the sun? All his days, sorrow and grief are his occupation; even at night his mind is 
not at rest. 
How many lives in this country are devoted to riches and looking good and earning much 
and to being admired? Do we “labor under the sun” in order that we will have something 
to live for? Qoheleth says we seek such things in vain. 
We should listen to him. 
In the Gospel Jesus says succinctly that a human life does not consist of possessions. 
A very rich man produced a huge harvest one year. He was busy tearing down his storage 
barns to build still larger ones so he could hoard more into them. 
Remind you of anyone? 
Well, we can see it throughout the Americanized cultures: larger and larger buildings, big-
ger and bigger fortunes, and the greatest compliments that sportscasters give an athlete, 
“he is the greatest in the history of … ” (name your sport). Qoheleth sees this as “vane.” 
Success in sports is not bad. It is good. But do you or we or they live only for it? 
The parable’s rich man got a nasty surprise as he was busy eating and drinking and being 
wild. God said to him, 
You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; 
and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong? 
Could such a remark could be addressed to you or me? Couldn’t God say “you fool” to our 
secret ambitions? Are we hoarding what we have, even if we are poor? At bottom are you 
and I amassing even our good deeds? Are we being children of God or children of mam-
mon? 
Truth is, all people are constructed so that they are able to be open to the source and 
summit of all love, God. 
This is the one thing that makes life worth living. 
Relax. 
If we can see out over our pile of possessions (or the ones we wish for), then every heap 
of honors and gains can be seen as simply vainglory. 
Try it this way: if death were on its way to you this very night, what would you return to 
the loving God? 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings August 5th through August 11th: 

              

Mon:      Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-17; Mt 14:13-21 

Tue:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 pt 1:16-19; Lk 9:28b-36 

Wed:    Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; Ps 106:6-7b, 13-14, 21-23; Mt 15:21-28 

Thur: Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Mt 16:13-23 

Fri:   Dt 4:32-40; Ps 77:12-16, 21; Mt 16:24-28 

Sat: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-9; Jn 12:24-26 

Sun:   Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-22; Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 12;32-48 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

8/11/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout, Carol Kellogg, Tom Kasper  

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
7/28                                                                                                                                     TBA 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

8/4:   Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass 
 

 

8/10: Choir practice 3pm 
 

8/18: Tri-Parish Picnic 
 
 

 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism  

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for August will 
be 8/5, 8/12, 8/19 and will be from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Pilgrimage Trip to Italy with Bishop Steven Biegler and Father Carl Gallinger 
February 6-16, 2020. 
 
Join Bishop Steven Biegler and Father Carl Gallinger on this wonderful spiritual journey 
to Florence, Assisi, Orvieto, and Rome.  Besides having daily Mass in some of the most 
beautiful and important basilicas in Italy, you will also be attending the papal audience 
with Pope Francis and seeing many of the sites and monuments which Italy is famous 
for, as well as enjoying good Italian food and wine!   Total package $3,600 (minimum 
30 people) – Deadline to register is August 16, 2019. For more information or to register 
visit: www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/italy.html or contact Dorene McIntyre at dmcin-
tyre@dioceseofcheyenne.org or (307) 638-1530. 

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

8/3: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Elta Mae LeClair 
 

8/4:  9am St. Stephen’s   For the people  
   11am St. Joseph’s   +Wesley Willow, Jr. 
 5pm St. Stephen’s    
                       

8/6: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass          
                              

8/7: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Sophie Heiser  
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

8/8: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Harry E. Quirk         
                         

8/9: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Jeffrey Streif           
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

8/10:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Sunny Jo Redshirt 
 

8/11: 9am St. Stephen’s   Cindy Dodge         
   11am St. Joseph’s   Rain Gambler              
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people                                           

                Come One Come All to the Multi-Parish Picnic 
                  August 18th, 2019 At Sunset Park in Riverton 
 

Our Lady of the Woods Dubois 
St. Edwards Kinnear, St. Joseph’s Shoshoni 
St. Stephen’s Mission, Blessed Sacrament Ft. Washakie 
St. Joseph’s Ethete, Holy Rosary Lander 
St. Margaret’s Riverton 
 

10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Margaret’s Parish Cancelled Mass will be held at Sunset Park at 
11:00 a.m. Parishioners are asked to bring their Favorite Dish, dessert, and if you have 
lawn chairs.  The Riverton Knights of Columbus will provide hotdogs, hamburgers, condi-
ments, and buns. The RCCW will provide all paper products, plasticware, and drinks. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 
 

+Patricia Snook 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her 
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon her. May her soul and all the souls 
of the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.   

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

There will not be daily Mass on August 6th. 

August 15th is The Assumption of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a  
Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times  
will be as follows: 
 

8/14 Wed: SSIM 5pm Vigil 
8/15 Thurs: SSIM 7:15am; SJ 5:30pm 


