
Heaven’s Gate 
 

Jesus tells two parables about someone asking a favor at a late hour. They teach us a lot. 
Maybe you remember the first one, which Jesus told two weeks ago. He said there was a 
man knocking on a friend’s door at midnight, wanting to borrow some bread. The friend 
yelled back, 
Do not bother me; the door has already been locked and my children and I are already in 
bed. I cannot get up to give you anything. 
But he does. Jesus says: 
I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves because of their friendship, he will 
get up to give him whatever he needs because of his persistence. 
Jesus interpreted as follows: 
I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 
Doesn’t it feel good knowing that constant prayer will get the door opened? 
Well, hold back that feeling for a while. Look at this Sunday’s Gospel. Here again someone 
is knocking on the door late at night, but receives nothing. The master of the house says, 
I do not know where you are from. 
The one(s) knocking reply: “But we ate and drank in your company and you taught in our 
streets.” 
Look carefully at those words: The askers are mere casual acquaintances, if that. Some-
thing like this: we liked what you did, and now we want more! 
The master says, 
I do not know where you are from. 
Depart from me, all you evildoers! 
Ouch. What about “ask and you shall receive”? As if to rub it in, Jesus says, 
There will be wailing and grinding of teeth 
when you see the saved ones— 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets— 
looking down from heaven 
while you are being cast out! 
What is going on here? Is Jesus just in a bad mood? We know that he is “making his way 
to Jerusalem” when he tells this parable, walking straight into the crucifixion, and maybe 
he is just anxious. 
Yet notice that, in his prior parable, even though the owner opens the door just to get the 
noise stopped, the interruption was being caused by a friend—even if a rude one—who 
would not stop asking for what he needed. That parable told us to keep asking God, our 
friend, for what we need, even though he may be a bit grumpy. 
But in the parable for this Sunday, the people outside are not friends and in fact they have 
no relationship at all to the man in the house. The parable states that they knew about 
him only from parties and from the streets. They heard him preaching, but did nothing. 
They did not come to his house at a reasonable time and begin a friendship. No amount of 
midnight knocking will make up for it. 
What is our lesson? That God keeps the door open long beyond what we would expect, all 
the way to the end. But if we are too busy partying and dancing, then finally there is noth-
ing he can do. He has to accept our decision to stay outside. 
The message? Get to know God now. Do not delay till you get to heaven’s gates and have 
nothing to show for yourself. 
     
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings August 26th through September 1st:  

              

Mon:      1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Mt 23:13-22 

Tue: 1 Thes 2:1-8; Ps 139:1-3, 4-6; Mt 23:23-26 

Wed:    1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-12b; Mt 23:27-32 

Thur: 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-14, 17; Mk 6:17-29 

Fri:   1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1, 2b, 5-6; 10-12; Mt 25:1-13 

Sat: 1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-9, Mt 25:14-30 

Sun:       Sir 3:17-18, 2-, 28-39; Ps 68:4-7, 10-11; Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:17-14 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

9/1/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Carol Kellogg 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout, Marlene Morss, Marilu Duncan 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
8/18                                                                                                                                      $1927.31 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

8/25: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass  

 

         Soup Supper after  
         5pm Mass 

 
 

8/31: Choir practice 3pm 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism  

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for September 
are on 9/9, 9/16 & 9/23 and from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Wyoming Catholic Women’s Conference -- The 2019 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Con-
ference will be on Friday, October 11, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 
12, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (light breakfast and lunch provided) at the Ramkota Ho-
tel & Conference Center in Casper, WY.  The keynote speaker will be Lisa Cotter, and 
our conference theme is “Real Womanhood”.  For more information on Lisa, please 
visit http://madetomagnify.com.  We encourage all women to come join in this uplifting 
experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  Early registration price is $50 by 10-1-19 
and $60 after that date.  Room reservations at Ramkota are available for $79.99 + 
tax.  To register, go to wycatholicwomen.com or call Francesca at 307-856-6986.  

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

8/24: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Allan Richards 
 

8/25:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Troy Ankney 
   11am St. Joseph’s   Irene Millar 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people    
                       

8/27: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass             
                              

8/28: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   No Mass       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

8/29: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Victims of incest          
                         

8/30: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Patti Spaulding          
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

8/31:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  For the people  
 

9/1: 9am St. Stephen’s   +Angeline Spoonhunter        
   11am St. Joseph’s   Lucy Willow                
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Bailey Family                                              

Sister Florence Petsch, OSF is 
turning 88 on September 1st!! 
What a blessing. If anyone 
would like to send her a birth-
day card her address is: 
 

Sr. Florence Petsch, OSF 
Assisi House Room 35 
600 Red Hill Rd. 
Aston, PA 19014 
 

I am sure she would love to hear 
from everyone! 

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

Beginning Experience of Wyoming Casper 10/25-10/27 
 

Beginning Experience is a weekend program that offers 
healing and renewal to divorced, widowed and separated 
men and women. It is a non-profit, faith-based comprehen-
sive program offered to all persons, regardless of religious 
preference. A Beginning Experience weekend offers sup-
port and direction to help resolve grief or anger that can 
follow the end of a marriage by divorce, separation or 
death.  The weekend can be a time for a real awakening, 
a re-evaluation, and a new beginning.  Beginning Experi-
ence is a positive experience of hope.  You can anticipate 
an intense reflective, possibly painful, but spiritually honest 
self-encounter. You will also find support, warm fellowship, 
and community.   The next Beginning Experience week-
end will be in Casper and starts promptly at 7:00 P.M. on 
Friday evening Oct. 25th and runs through Sunday after-
noon around 4pm Oct. 27th. You must commit to the en-
tire weekend.  The donation we ask for the weekend is 
$150.00, which includes sleeping arrangements, meals, 
and materials. Scholarships are available. No one is 
turned away due to finances.  Registration deadline is  
October 23rd.  


