
Patience, People 
 

I sit on a screened-in porch, on retreat in Wisconsin. Tonight, old earth is receiving abun-
dant rain. 
I listen to the delicious drenching sounds of this enormous rain, splattering, slapping the 
ground. 
Is it friend or foe? For sure this storm would overcome me if I were silly enough to walk 
around in its violence. It is restrained mainly by the need to get its water just as fast as 
possible out of the skies and into the earth. 
It has no intention of harming anything. But I remember the many floods I have known 
and feel a twinge of fright. Well, the rain just ignores me. In fact it redoubles its efforts. Its 
huge sound gets huger, like a swell of applause. 
Rain like this carries goodness for the tough, tender earth. I know this. Comfort sighs deep 
within the storm’s rough pounding, and the big tree branches bow their heads to receive 
cleansing and nourishment. 
But why so furious a love, one that is so sweetly intended but so able to hurt? I do not 
have an answer. Maybe it is a “tough love,” one which uses its fury to keep our planet in 
bloom. 
Hopkins once addressed God as 
father and fondler of heart thou hast wrung: Hast thy dark descending and most art mer-
ciful then. 
Well, Jesus is headed into such a darkness this Sunday. He is on his way to Jerusalem. 
He loves her and her people and he wants to shower abundance upon them. But he 
knows with increasing certainly that they will put him, not merely down a cistern, and not 
just outside Jerusalem’s gates and walls, but right straight into the jaws of death. “It is a 
baptism,” he says, and he wants it. He shouts to his disciples that he has come to set the 
earth on fire—just like the blazing lightning tonight. “How great is my anguish until it is 
accomplished,” he says in the Gospel. 
Is Jesus the storm or is he the stormed upon? 
Both. He is filled with the Spirit of God and says he cannot wait to let it flow. But he must 
let it flow upon him as a pounding downpour! He will not run away. Sunday he will pro-
ceed into a continuous storm that has by no means reached its apex. No wonder he is 
distraught. 
Because, you see, love is not just sweetness and light. It is the dark and pounding rain as 
well. 
I call to mind the First Reading. There Jeremiah is literally “stuck in the mud.” He had 
prophesied too truly and too many times. They threw him into an empty cistern with just 
enough mud for him to sink into. How could he prophesy from the midst of mud? 
And how could Jesus speak God’s Word from a criminal’s cross? 
Yet each one does. 
So, tonight, the rain keeps pouring. As I sit I see a single lamp across the lake showing 
through it all. Is this a porch-light of welcome? Maybe! 
As I look, it surrenders itself as just an old, white piece of leaf that has caught on my 
screen. It reflects light from my lamp inside. I play a game. I shift my eyes up and it is a 
lantern. I look down and it is a remainder of leaf-life. Back, forth. Which is it really? 
It is both. 
There is comfort in both, if I will let go of fear and let in God’s plan.   
   
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings August 19th through August 25th: 

              

Mon:      Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 43ab-44; Mt 19:16-22 

Tue:  Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-14; Mt 19:23-30 

Wed:    Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-7; Mt 20:1-16 

Thur: Jgs 11:29-39a; Ps 40:5, 7-10; Mt 22:1-14 

Fri:   Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-10; Mt 22:34-40 

Sat: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13ab, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 

Sun:  Is 66:18-21; Ps 117:1-2; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

8/25/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Tom Kasper 
Extraordinary Ministers: Laura Mamot, Ronda Bradley, Carol Kellogg 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
8/11                                                                                                                                       $2521.55 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

8/18: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass 
         Fremont County picnic 
         11am Mass followed by  
         the picnic at Sunset Park  

8/24: Choir practice 3pm 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism  

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for September 
are on 9/9, 9/16 & 9/23 and from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Wyoming Catholic Women’s Conference -- The 2019 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Con-
ference will be on Friday, October 11, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October 
12, from 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (light breakfast and lunch provided) at the Ramkota Ho-
tel & Conference Center in Casper, WY.  The keynote speaker will be Lisa Cotter, and 
our conference theme is “Real Womanhood”.  For more information on Lisa, please 
visit http://madetomagnify.com.  We encourage all women to come join in this uplifting 
experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  Early registration price is $50 by 10-1-19 
and $60 after that date.  Room reservations at Ramkota are available for $79.99 + 
tax.  To register, go to wycatholicwomen.com or call Francesca at 307-856-6986.  

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

8/17: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Alfreda Mills 
 

8/18:  9am St. Stephen’s   Hosking Family 
   11am St. Joseph’s   Jaylyn James Harris 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people    
                       

8/20: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   BillieAnn Spoonhunter          
                              

8/21: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Edward LaMorte      
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

8/22: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Bob Ligocki         
                         

8/23: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Patti Spaulding          
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

8/24:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Allan Richards 
 

8/25: 9am St. Stephen’s   +Troy Ankney               
   11am St. Joseph’s   Irene Millar             
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people                                           

Sister Florence Petsch, OSF is 
turning 88 on September 1st!! 
What a blessing. If anyone 
would like to send her a birth-
day card her address is: 
 

Sr. Florence Petsch, OSF 
Assisi House Room 35 
600 Red Hill Rd. 
Aston, PA 19014 
 

I am sure she would love to 
hear from everyone! 

                Come One Come All to the Multi-Parish Picnic 
                  TODAY At Sunset Park in Riverton 
 
 

The 10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Margaret’s is cancelled and Mass  
will be held at Sunset Park at 11:00 a.m. followed by a  
picnic. Please bring your favorite dish or dessert and  
lawn chairs. The Riverton Knights of Columbus will provide  
hotdogs, hamburgers, condiments, and buns. The RCCW will provide paper products, 
plasticware, and drinks. See ya there! 

Baptism Classes 
 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

You Can Help Your Marriage – Do you feel 
alone?  Are you frustrated or angry with each oth-
er?  Do you argue…or have you just stopped talking 
to each other?  Does talking about it only make it 
worse?  Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long 
i) helps couples through difficult times in their mar-
riages.  This program has helped 10’s of 100’s of cou-
ples experiencing difficulties in their marriage.  For 
confidential information about or to register for the 
program beginning with a weekend in Denver, CO on 
September 6-8, 2019, call (303) 317-5111 or email: 
retrouvaille.co@gmail.com or visit the website at 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 


