
Welcoming God 

Two stories about hospitality this week. But note well, they are about hospitality to God. 
The First Reading says that Abraham was sitting outside on a hot day. He looked up to find 
three strangers standing nearby on the path, apparently nourishing their curiosity about 
the tent and its occupants. It is not clear that Abraham knew who they were, but for our 
part we are told that they were God appearing to Abraham. 
How does Abraham react to this presence of God? 
He bows deeply. He flies into action. He begs the men to relax from their journey and ac-
cept comfort, nourishment and rest. Beautiful hospitality in this Eastern part of the world. 
Abraham quickly rushes into his great tent, issuing pell mell commands to Sarah, his wife. 
“Quick, quick, three measures of fine flour! Knead it and make rolls. I will get the best 
steer and command the servants to prepare it.” He dashes outside to get curds and milk 
and after a long time, sets the whole meal before the men. 
Quite a scene. Quite welcoming. 
As the dinner progresses, Sarah is standing behind the tent flap listening. All at once the 
men make a sudden, astonishing statement to Abraham. Next year Sarah will bear a son 
by Abraham. 
Sarah actually laughs out loud as she hears this absurdity about her dried-up body, nearly 
89 years old. She is supposed to issue forth a tender baby.* 
Even so, as you may know, the amazing thing does indeed take place, after a time, and 
thank God that Abraham listened to these men, the presence of God. 
Second story. In the Gospel, Jesus enters the house of his friends Mary and Martha, and is 
warmly welcomed. As he sits down, Mary organizes herself at his feet and focuses her 
clear wide eyes upon him. Who is preparing the dinner? Mary’s sister Martha bustles 
about doing just that. 
Unfair! 
Martha grows tired and exasperated, of course, and finally comes over to demand that 
Jesus tell Mary to stop lounging and help out a little. 
Surprisingly, Jesus says, no. “Mary has chosen the better part,” he explains. 
Maybe Martha should have said, “We are not having any food tonight, we are just going 
to sit and stare at you.” 
In truth, Martha’s trouble was not that she was scrambling about, but that as she did so, 
she forgot about Jesus. She was not making him welcome, she was constructing a meal. 
He even tells her that she was anxious and worried about many things, not the one thing 
necessary. 
What is the one thing necessary? 
Relation to Christ. Real hospitality means a two-way relationship in which host and guest 
both open to each other and become present to one another in various ways. Yes, hosts 
do work on the details, and work hard. But they always remember the visitor while they 
prepare. Excellent hosts manage somehow to get everything ready but also to truly listen 
and converse with the one who has come. 
That is how we are supposed to act every day. 
We are to find God in all things, in all the people we know and/or help, and no matter 
how busy we might be, to relate to them because God is within them, deep in their souls. 
Touch them. Hear them. Prepare meals for their presence without forgetting about them. 
We will be giving hospitality to God himself. 
Abraham gave it. Mary gave it. Martha forgot like you and I do, but she learned. Let’s 
learn it too.       John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings July 22nd through July 28th: 

               

Mon:      2 Cor 5:14-17; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Tue:  Ex 14:21-15:1; (Ps) Ex 15:8-10, 12, 17; Mt 12:46-50 

Wed:    Ex 16: 1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-28; Mt 13:1-9 

Thur: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1b-6; Mt 20:20-28 

Fri:   Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 13:18-23 

Sat: Ex 24:3-8; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15; Mt 13:24-30 

Sun:   Gn 18:20-32, Ps 138:1-3, 6-8; Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

7/28/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Aurora Baldes 
Extraordinary Ministers: Tom Kasper, Jim & Theresa Cunningham 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
7/14                                                                                                                               $2988.43 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

 

7/21: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass     

7/27: Choir practice 3pm 
 

7/28: Soup supper 
 

8/18: Tri-Parish Picnic 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism  

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for August will 
be 8/5, 8/12, 8/19 and will be from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                            Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, 
special occasion, or in memory of someone is a spe-
cial gift. Cards are available at the office. Diocesan 

guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Pilgrimage Trip to Italy with Bishop Steven Biegler and Father Carl Gallinger 
February 6-16, 2020. 
 
Join Bishop Steven Biegler and Father Carl Gallinger on this wonderful spiritual journey 
to Florence, Assisi, Orvieto, and Rome.  Besides having daily Mass in some of the most 
beautiful and important basilicas in Italy, you will also be attending the papal audience 
with Pope Francis and seeing many of the sites and monuments which Italy is famous 
for, as well as enjoying good Italian food and wine!   Total package $3,600 (minimum 
30 people) – Deadline to register is August 16, 2019. For more information or to register 
visit: www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/italy.html or contact Dorene McIntyre at dmcin-
tyre@dioceseofcheyenne.org or (307) 638-1530. 

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

7/20: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Betty Ash 
 

7/21:  9am St. Stephen’s   Vincent Brown    
   11am St. Joseph’s   John Heiser 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people 
                       

7/23: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Gerald Smith, Sr.          
                              

7/24: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Deacon Joe      
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

7/25: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +John Kawulok             
                         

7/26: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Kevin Jenkins           
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

7/27:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Margaret K.   
 

7/28: 9am St. Stephen’s   Flossie Brown           
   11am St. Joseph’s   +Jeffrey Streif               
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people                                         

 

St. Margarets is hosting 
the annual Fremont 
County Tri-Parish picnic 
this year. The picnic will 
be on August 18th at 
Sunset Park. Mass will 
begin at noon and lunch after Mass. More de-
tails will be posted as information is available. 

Please pray for the repose of 

the soul of: 
 

+Melvena Sanchez 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her 
O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon her. May her 
soul and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen.   

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will 

be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. 

Three classes are required. Please 

call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to 

schedule classes. 

National Natural Family Planning (NFP) Awareness Week is July 21-27, 
2019.  Be sure to follow the Diocese of Cheyenne Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter accounts to join the festivities and find valuable resources 

about NFP. If you would like to learn more about the different methods of 
Natural Family Planning or are interested in becoming an NFP instruc-

tor, please contact Maria Ward at the Diocese: 307-638-1530 or 
mward@dioceseofcheyenne.org.  

Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism after 
Mass at St. Joseph’s on Sunday,, July 21st. 

 

Congratulations 
Quinn Sincere Williamson, Jr! 


