
Toward Jersualem 
 

Jesus is fierce in Sunday’s Gospel. He is on the march and will not be turned back. Some-
times the readings startle us. 
He “rebukes” the disciples. 
He shouts, “let the dead bury the dead” to a man who wants to bury his father and then 
follow Jesus. 
He is moving fast, and his mood is intense. Get ready for it. But what is the reason for his 
intensity? 
Do you remember back when Jesus began his public ministry? We heard about this before 
Lent and Easter. He came from the desert filled with the Holy Spirit, and headed straight 
to his home town, Nazareth. He wanted to preach his mission. But his own townspeople 
rejected him. They were more than blunt about it: they tried to throw him off a cliff (Luke 
4:14ff). 
Formerly we were in the “Galilean Ministry” (Luke 3:1-9:50), as scholars call it (except for 
the insertion of Lent and Easter). Now a new section of Luke begins. It is called the 
“Journey to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51-19:28). This new phase begins with a rejection of Jesus. 
He leaves his home town. The people in Samaritan towns turn him away. He had sent 
messengers ahead to “warm up the audience,” so to speak, but the villagers would not let 
him enter. Jews and Samaritans were hostile to each other, and surely that is part of the 
reason for the rejection of him. But Luke says the real reason is that they knew he was 
“going up to Jerusalem.”* 
   “Going up to Jerusalem.” Think about that phrase. The “going up” part is literal, since 
Jerusalem is built upon a hill or rise and you have to climb to get up to it. But Luke wanted 
the metaphorical sense too. Jesus had set his face to go up to the height of the cross. 
The Greek word Luke uses for “go up” is the same one used in the Second Book of Kings 
for the prophet Elijah’s ascent into heaven (2 Kings 2:11). 
A flaming chariot and flaming horses came … and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 
But Jesus’ “going up” will not be in a fiery chariot. His “ascent” will end up in a plunge 
downwards into humiliation and death. The hill of Golgotha was high and barren and his 
life’s ending was low and shameful. 
For the next ten chapters Luke will skillfully trace Jesus’ deeds in his urgent trip to Jerusa-
lem. Maybe we can see now why Jesus was so severe with people in the reading for to-
day. He knew what going up to Jerusalem would mean. 
In all this there is a question we should think about. Do we want to go along with this man 
on his journey? What if we hear him say, “The Son of Man has nowhere to rest his 
head” [and neither will we]? Or, “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for the kingdom of God”? 
Very harsh. 
Wouldn’t you or I and turn on our heels and run away? 
Yes. But think about it. Jesus is saying that Christianity (and Catholicism) are challenges, 
not just warm blankets. Jesus values God more than safe sleep, than family funerals, even 
more than courtesy to relations and friends. None of these are evil or bad, they are good. 
But they receive their worth from love. God-love. The primary reason for our lives and our 
deeds is the mission Jesus so urgently invites us to. 
Love of God above all. 

Love of our neighbor as ourselves, no matter what. John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings July 1st through July 7th: 

               

Mon:      Gn 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-4, 811; Mt 8:18-22  

Tue:  Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26:2-3, 9-12; Mt 8:23-27 

Wed:    Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1b-2; Jn 20:24-29 

Thur: Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8 

Fri:   Gn 23:1-4, 19, 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-5; Mt 9:9-13 

Sat: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-6; Mt 9:14-17 

Sun:   Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-7, 16, 20; Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

7/7/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Linda Bebout 
Extraordinary Ministers: Tom Kasper, Jim & Theresa Cunningham 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
6/23                                                                                                                               $2422.21 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

6/30: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and frybread  
         after the 9am   
    

         Soup Supper 
 
7/4: Mass at 9am 
 
 

7/6: Choir practice 3pm 
 

 

 
          

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism  

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for July are on 
7/1, 7/8 and 7/15 from 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

 

Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, mar-
riage, special occasion, or in memory of some-
one is a special gift. Cards are available at the 
office. Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

St. Margaret’s School is currently accepting applications for Elementary Teachers for 
the 2019-2020 school-year. WDE certification required. Contact school office for appli-
cation at 856-5922or online: stmarg@wyoming.com  Applications along with resume, 
transcripts and letters of recommendation may be mailed to the school. 
Open until filled. 

 

Thank you to all those who came to wish Fr. Bryce 
farewell. It was a wonderful gathering full of love, 
faith and food! Fr. Bryce was very grateful to all who 
took time out of their weekend to spend a couple 
hours with him. Thank you Jack Herrera for the 
beautiful welcome and sharing your story! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

6/29: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Kenny Crawford, III 
 

6/30:  9am St. Stephen’s   Cecelia & Tom Kasper    
   11am St. Joseph’s   Higgs Family 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the People      
                       

7/2: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Charleen Bodine        
                              

7/3: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Georgie & Kenny Crawford       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

7/4: 9:00am St. Stephen’s   +Mac Rebennack       
                         

7/5: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Fr. Ray Rodriguez    
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

7/6:    9am St. Stephen’s   First Saturday Mass 
 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament JoAnn & Paul 
 

7/7: 9am St. Stephen’s   Darlene & Bill Huddleston     
   11am St. Joseph’s   For the people               
 5pm St. Stephen’s   +John Lamb                    

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

 

Totus Tuss (Totally Yours) is July 15-19 at 
Holy Rosary in Lander. The Mission can 
help pay the registration for any of our pa-
rishioners who would like to attend. Please 
contact the office if your child is interested. 

The Diocese of Cheyenne is committed to as-
sisting survivors of sexual abuse and their fami-
lies through therapy and treatment. Please con-
sider donating to the Shalom Fund, established 
in 2018 by Bishop Steven Biegler. To donate 
visit www.dioceseofcheyenne.org and select the 
Shalom Fund button or send a donation to the 
Diocese of Cheyenne (marked Shalom Fund), 
PO Box 1468, Cheyenne, WY 82003.  

Please pray for the repose of the 

soul of: 

+Frances Helen Lee 

Eternal rest grant unto her 
O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon her. May her soul and 
all the souls of the faithful depart-
ed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace. Amen.   

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Bap-

tism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three  

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa 

at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

 

Students from Neu-
mann University, Ash-
ton, PA are here giving a 
week of  service at St. 
Joseph’s and Blessed 
Sacrament. Our bless-
ings to them and our 
thanks! 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I say good bye to all this weekend.  It has been a true 
joy to journey with all of you these past few years.  I pray for blessings on your fu-
ture and I look forward to our paths crossing again.  Until then, Ho Hou  Fr. Bryce 


