
Why Go To Church? 

 Many people today, especially younger people, say they believe in God and are on a 
spiritual quest, but they do not need an organized religion to help them. 
Sunday’s Mass will make the question especially poignant. To put things in the worst 
light, why would you Catholics go each week to be handed a flat wafer called a “host” 
and perhaps a small sip of wine? It seems like a lot of trouble, and would appear to 
have very little to do with the spiritual quest. 
As Catholics, we answer that the host is no longer “bread” but has undergone a 
“transubstantiation.” To put that in simpler terms, even though the host has an appear-
ance of a piece of bread, its substance has been transformed from that of bread to that 
of Christ’s body. The same goes for the wine. 
Non-church believers might reply, 
aren’t God and spirituality something interior, something private? Wouldn’t the point 
be that we should help each other? Why can’t we do it without all the paraphernalia, 
without all this ‘body and blood’ business? 
Let’s attempt an answer. 
Christian Catholic beliefs are a direct result of what we believe about Jesus. 
(1) He is a speaking-out of God’s love. He and the Father are one, as the scriptures 
attest. 
(2) He died on the cross in a showdown between goodness and the forces of selfishness 
and greed. 
(3) Evil won. But at his depths, Christ was deeper than evil. He was made of something 
stronger than either life or death. This something endured even though he was dead 
and buried. What was it? Love, the kind founded on the life of Jesus. He was the direct 
expression of God-love. Jesus emerged from the tomb because he was rooted in God-
love. 
(4) Then he ascended into heaven, as we saw. It looked like he left us behind. But he 
sent the Holy Spirit into the hearts of those who believe so that he would still be pre-
sent to us. Pentecost was the full expression of this fact. 
Fine so far, as our churchless brothers and sisters might agree: 
But this Holy Spirit of God dwells deep in the wordless depths of a person. You have 
proved our point. We do not need ceremonies and ritual. 
Are they right? 
Not quite. Look at it this way. When you are hungry and you want, say, a hamburger, 
does thinking about a burger do the job? Since your hunger is internal, why does it need 
an answer in the material world,? 
Nonsense. 
We human beings do have spiritual insides and they are very important, but we have an 
outside too. We are not built to just stay within ourselves but in addition to let our spir-
its walk, play, and even suffer in the material world. The Holy Spirit’s presence at the 
depths of our being makes us desire to find Jesus with our eyes, ears, nose, tongue and 
hands. 
And that is why we go to Church. In order to find the answer to our spiritual quest, in 
the real, fleshly presence of Christ. At Mass, a ritual, we find presence given to our sens-
es in Communion. It comes from the exterior, and it fulfills our interior, spiritual and 
physical yearning. 
Are you hungry for Christ? Come and eat. 

You are what you eat, you know. John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings June 24th through June 30th: 

               

Mon:      Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-15; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Tue:  Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-5; Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wed:    Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mt 7:15-20 

Thur: Gn 16:1-12, 15-16; Ps 106:1b-5; Mt 7:21-29 

Fri:   Ez 34:11-16; Ps 23:1-6; Rom 5:5b-11; Lk 15:3-7 

Sat: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 

Sun:   Gn 14:18-20; Ps 110:1-4; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Lk 9:11b-17 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

6/30/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Sister Monica, Linda Bebout, Carol Kellogg 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
6/16                                                                                                                               $3976.90 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

6/23: Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am      
         Mass 
        1pm Lunch for Fr. Bryce 
 
 

6/29: Choir practice 3pm 
 
 

6/30: Fry bread Sunday 
         Soup supper 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism  

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for June contin-
ue on 6/24 from 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

 

Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, mar-
riage, special occasion, or in memory of some-
one is a special gift. Cards are available at the 
office. Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

St. Margaret’s School is currently accepting applications for Elementary Teachers for 
the 2019-2020 school-year. WDE certification required. Contact school office for appli-
cation at 856-5922or online: stmarg@wyoming.com  Applications along with resume, 
transcripts and letters of recommendation may be mailed to the school. 
Open until filled. 

 

We will share a meal today at 1pm on Sunday, June 
23rd to send our blessings with Father Bryce as he 
ends his time with us here at the Mission. Please 
bring a side dish or dessert if you can but please join 
us in wishing him well as he prepares for his next 
appointment as Associate Pastor in Gillette. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

6/22: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Squires Family 
 

6/23:  9am St. Stephen’s   Byron H.    
   11am St. Joseph’s   The family of Hugh and Marcella Ridgley 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Healing for Cole Family      
                       

6/25: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Tayla Rain Gambler        
                              

6/26: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Tayla Rain Gambler          
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

6/27: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Leonard Family             
                         

6/28: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Karen Brown Feast of the Most Sacred Heart 
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

6/29:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Kenny Crawford, III 
 

6/30: 9am St. Stephen’s   Tyvan Chee on his birthday    
   11am St. Joseph’s   Higgs Family             
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people                               

Blessed Sacrament and St. Joseph’s 

The Diocese of Cheyenne is committed to as-
sisting survivors of sexual abuse and their fami-
lies through therapy and treatment. Please con-
sider donating to the Shalom Fund, established 
in 2018 by Bishop Steven Biegler. To donate 
visit www.dioceseofcheyenne.org and select the 
Shalom Fund button or send a donation to the 
Diocese of Cheyenne (marked Shalom Fund), 
PO Box 1468, Cheyenne, WY 82003.  

 

Please pray for the repose of the 

souls of: 
 

Virgil Whiteman, Sr. 

Rose Dewey 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them  
O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their 
souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Bap-

tism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three  

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa 

at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 

 

Thank you, thank you to all 
at Blessed Sacrament and 
St. Josephs who participat-
ed in the Catholic Relief  
Services Rice bowl project 
during Lent. Because of 
your generosity a check for 
$1050 was sent to CRS to 
help people in need. 

Congratulations to  
 
 
 

Cameron Joseph Woltman 
 
 
 

who will receive his  
First Communion at the 4:30pm Mass 

on June 22nd. 

 

The family of Karen Brown would like to invite 
all parishioners to a simple meal after the 5pm 
Mass on 6/28 to thank you for your prayers . 


