
Caught! 
It is a scene from a nightmare. 
Yet it turns out well. 
Pretend that you are the woman in Sunday’s Gospel. You have been “caught in adul-
tery.” The officials shove you into a mob of people. 
They see your hot shame and how it burns. They recite the ancient law of Moses: “The 
sacred law says you must be stoned to death for your crime.” 
Stoned to death! Humiliation would be bad enough! The sin is bad enough. Stoned! No! 
There is a man everyone calls the “Teacher.” He has been captivating the crowd just be-
fore you were dragged in. Now you (= the woman) have become the center of attention. 
So the nightmare gets worse. By means of your humiliation the accusers want to trap 
the Teacher and disgrace him! They are using you for this purpose. Now you see that 
your devastation is only a mere tool! 
They question the Teacher. Doesn’t he agree that you should be stoned to death? They 
have him in a snare, this “teacher,” this dreamer, who always preaches about for-
giveness and love. If he defends you for the sake of his so-called love, he will break the 
law of Moses! If he rejects his law of love, he must then follow Moses’ law, pick up a 
stone and throw it. 
This teacher leans down, scratching absent-mindedly in the dirt. People hold their 
breath. The accusers fear. Why is he silent and what will he say? Now they themselves 
become nervous. 
Let us figure out Jesus’ answer. Could it be that “the Teacher” is thinking something like 
the following: 
   “My Abba has loved each of them through all ages, no matter whether they were sin-
ners or not. ‘Be my people,’ Abba always begged them. ‘Love one another. I love you, 
and I forgive your sins.”’ 
But their motto is hatred not love. They want death to happen. 
For “Father” Jesus uses an Arabic word that expresses both familiarity and respect, 
“Abba.” 
They shout again. “What is your answer? Shall we follow the law and stone this sinful 
woman?” Remember, reader, you are that woman, and you stand in humiliation, cheeks 
hot and tears falling. Your heart says in terror, “the accusers are right!” 
But teacher lifts his head from the scratchings. He utters a sentence that sums up the 
Gospel and all of Lent: 
   “Let the one among you who is without sin throw the first stone.” (Gospel) 
The crowd creeps away, silently, sunk in their own hidden sins. Now you stand alone 
before this quiet Teacher, and your terror has gone. There is something about him that 
supports you, brings you out to solid ground. 
   “Well, where are they?” he asks. “Has no one condemned you?” You reply, “No one, 
sir.” Maybe he also asks, “Do you condemn yourself?” 
You, the woman, spend a long time on this answer because the question is so very hard. 
Finally you whisper, “I do not wish to condemn myself, Teacher.” 
   “Neither do I condemn you,” Jesus answers. “Go and sin no more.” 
This scene could refashion the whole earth. If we could each accept our own sinfulness 
and the forgiveness that surrounds it. We would have peace. We would drink compas-
sion from God, who has been there all along, tracing in the sand. 
You stammer at last, “I believe, Lord. 
   “Help my unbelief.”      John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings April 8th through April 14th: 

               

Mon:      Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:12-20     

Tue:  Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30 

Wed:    Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; (Ps) Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42 

Thur: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9; Jn 8:51-59 

Fri:   Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 

Sat: Ez 37:21-28; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Jn 11:45-56 

Sun:   Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18a, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14-23:56 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

4/14/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Carol Kellogg 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan, Jim & Theresa Cunningham 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
3/31                                                                                                                 $2813.88 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

 

4/7 :  Rosary @ 8:20am  

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass  

 

4/9:   Penance Service-SS 7pm 

 
 

4/10: Penance Service SM 7pm  

 

 

4/12: Penance Service HR 7pm  

          

4/12:  Adoration 3:45pm 
         Stations of the Cross           
         after the 5pm Mass 
 

4/13:  Music Practice 3pm           
 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for April con-
tinue on 4/8, and 4/15 from 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
 

Religious Education classes for K-8 grades are  
after the 9am Mass. 

The egg hunt is on!!! Thank you to Karen Brown who 
has volunteered to hide the eggs for the egg hunt  
after the 9am Mass. If you would like to donate eggs 
or candy for the egg hunt please bring them to the  
office or the church no later than April 14th.  
Thanks again, Karen! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

4/6: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  
 

4/7:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Ted Garcia             
 11am St. Joseph’s   Mary & Ben Koperski  
 5pm St. Stephen’s   The family of +Ted Garcia         
                 

4/9: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Hugh Ridgely            
                              

4/10: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Special Intention          
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

4/11: 7:15am St. Stephen’s      
                          

4/12: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Tyler Brown on his birthday       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

4/13:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Stephanie Watson 
 

4/14: 9am St. Stephen’s         
   11am St. Joseph’s       
 5pm St. Stephen’s                                  

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s  

 

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 
 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                     Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

If you would like to donate lilies in honor or 
memory of a loved one please bring to the 
church no later than Holy Thursday (4/18).  
Also - if anyone is interested in cleaning and 
decorating the church on 4/19 or 4/20 please 
let Melissa know. Cleaning-vacuuming and 
wiping down the pews. Decorating-changing 
the altar cloth, arranging the lilies. Thank you! 

Lenten Penance Services: 
 

4/9:   St. Stephen’s  7pm 
4/10: St. Margaret’s 7pm 
4/12: Holy Rosary   7pm 
 
Please join us on one of 
these days as you prepare 
for Easter. God Bless. 


