
A Leap of Faith 
 

Were you at the Easter Vigil? Incomparable, remember? 
 

A single, tiny light inched its way up the pitch-black aisle. It spread, all at once, absurd-
ly, into more and more glowing dots, now evenly sparsed throughout the pews. A 
glowing, humble enchantment. 
 

The light of Christ. 
 

Now, one week later, in the Gospel, we find “doubting Thomas.” “Show me the nail 
marks in his hands, let me put my finger into his side and then I will believe.” Was he 
laying down conditions for faith? Let us look. 
 

Thomas and the other disciples were not yet exemplars of faith. Huddled in a tiny room 
with doors locked double tight for fear of the authorities, holding their distress close, 
with self-protection and doubt. 
 

Maybe that is why, in each of the New Testament accounts, Jesus appears first to 
women, not to men. In each case the women believed. Usually he then sent the wom-
en to the males, who in their case did not get it, at least not wholly. 
 

Peter and John actually did run to the empty tomb, and Peter went inside. “They did 
not yet understand the scripture that he had to rise from the dead,” it says in John 
20:9, except that John did, but they went home. 
 

Mary Magdalene was outside. In a heart-burst she knew her beloved. Christ told her 
not to hang on but to go to his brothers and explain the good news. She did. 
Let me tell you a story. 
 

I once knew a man whose doubts were based in deep fear. For a long time he nearly 
drowned in fear and doubt. He knew, in his mind anyway, that the Holy Spirit was nev-
er absent. But in his soul he was walking the edge of the void. 
 

Karl Rahner has said somewhere that when you come to the void there is no proof ei-
ther way. There can be no certainty as to whether the void is absolute emptiness or 
whether it is the sheer openness of love. You have to make a choice.  

 

This man’s dear, impoverished self had known only empty echoes for such a long time, 
but suddenly he remembered Rahner’s dictum. Through grace and circumstance and 
through being loved, he saw that a choice was possible for him. Not a bravado choice, 
not even a very clear one, but still a choice. 

 

So he asked himself what, at that level, he did believe. Did he think that his own deep 
emptiness could produce all the foundations of the universe, the heart of the world, of 
everyone and everything he had ever known and loved? 

 

Or did he see that imperceptible love was nestling gently throughout every particle 
that exists? Was there a speck of dawning light, or was gloom the final word? 

 

He told me that his choice was surprisingly simple. It was taken in the absence of any 
proof, since proofs emerge from choice. His choosing was quiet, like still, small spring 
rain, in spite of his immersion in darkness. He chose light, which is love, which is “like 
gold to airy thinness beat.”* He made a leap of faith. 

 

In the present day, this man I knew repeats what doubting Thomas will finally say this 
Sunday. I hope you will be saying it too. 

 

  “My Lord and my God.”      John Foley, SJ 
 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 28, 2019 

St. Stephen’s Indian Mission 
www.saintstephensmission.com  

856-7806 
33 St. Stephens Road 

PO Box 250 
St. Stephens, WY 82524 

 

Fr. Jim Heiser……….………………………...…………..………….…………..Pastor 
Fr. Bryce Lungren………………………...…..……………………...Associate Pastor 
Fr. Hugo L. Blotsky, OSB……………..……………………………..Substitute Priest 
Sr. Monica Suhayda, CSJ……………………….....Past. Asst./ Gift Shop  856-4330 
Patti McMahon……………………………………..Director of Religious Education 

 
 

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s Church 
332-9090 

 

Sr. Teresa Frawley, OSF………..……Past. Asst./Director of Religious Education 

St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings April 29th through May 5th: 

               

Mon:      Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-9; Jn 3:1-8     

Tue:  Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 

Wed:    Acts 5:17-26; Ps 42:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 

Thur: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 42:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36 

Fri:   1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14 

Sat: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21 

Sun:   Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; Rv 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

5/5/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Penny Robertson 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marlene Morss, Marilu Duncan, Tom Kasper 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Cindy Davis, Ardie & Mike Steinbronn 

Parish Collection    
4/21                                                                                                                 $3063.70 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

4/28 :  Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

           Coffee and donuts 
           after the 9am Mass  

          

            Soup Supper after 5pm  
            Mass in Eagle Hall 
 
4/30:   Healing Mass at 7pm 
 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for May are 
5/6, 5/13 & 5/20 from 5:30-6:30pm. 
 

Religious Education classes for K-8 grades are  
after the 9am Mass. 

Thank you: to those who donated lilies, Linda and Doug Be-
bout and those who helped clean the church, those who do-

nated candy and eggs, Karen Brown for helping with the egg 

hunt, those who may have helped decorate, the musicians, 

and everyone who was active in helping during the Sacred 
Triduum. God bless you during this Easter Season! 

The healing Mass is on Tuesday at 7pm. 
There will be an opportunity for personal 

prayer for healing after Mass. Fr. Hugo will 
be the celebrant. All are welcome  

to the Mass. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

4/27: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Peg Elderbrook 
 

4/28:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Dawson Mayette Smith             
 11am St. Joseph’s 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Russ Millar    
                       

4/30: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Special intention          
                              

5/1: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Karen Brown             
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

5/2: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Kori Alexander       
                         

5/3: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Cindy Dodge and Veronica Lawson  
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

5/4:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  
 

5/5: 9am St. Stephen’s         
   11am St. Joseph’s       
 5pm St. Stephen’s                                    

          

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 
 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 
 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

Christ is Risen!                                                   Indeed, He is Risen! 

Eternal God, 
in whom mercy is endless  
and the treasury of compassion 
- inexhaustible,  
look kindly upon us  
and increase Your mercy in us,  
that in difficult moments  
we might not despair  
nor become despondent,  
but with great confidence  
submit ourselves to Your holy will,  
which is Love and Mercy itself. 
Amen.  


