
Cowering 
Watch the dog hang its head when it is scolded. It grovels. It tries to wheedle its way 
back into good graces. To us humans it looks as if it is saying, “I’m really, really, really 
sorry for what I did and please, please, please, please forgive me. I will do any base 
thing you want!” 

 

Poor dog. 

 

And poor prodigal son in this week’s Gospel. Happy as an animal up on your Easter 
table, he spent his father’s money on riotous living in a far away country. Obviously he 
would run out of wealth, but he was having too much fun to notice. Finally terrible 
famine hit the country and this once pampered youth now fell to simply feeding some-
body’s herd of pigs. At this point he would have been happy just to gobble up some 
swine husks. 

 

It took a while for the truth to get through to him—what he had done to himself and to 
his family. First, he noticed that he was starving. Then he made a forced and slightly 
humble decision to go back to his father and ask for mercy. He hung his head just like 
dogs do. “Please, please, please forgive me!” 

 

Imagine dragging yourself down the jagged road to your father’s estate, practicing your 
speech over and over: 

 

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
I no longer deserve to be called your son; 
treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers. 

 

You and I have fear also. Often we are terrified that anyone might know our faults. Es-
pecially God. We think God will respond with rage if he finds out. So we make a Lenten 
“firm purpose of amendment,” or a New Year’s promise or whatever else. We want to 
be “worthy” before God, with our sins hidden. 

 

But pay very close attention to the young man’s father in the parable. He spots his 
prodigal son far down the road, the boy still memorizing the his lines. Did his father 
fold his arms and put on an angry face? Not at all. He sets out running. See them meet, 
enveloped by the thirsty road-dust. He embraces and kisses his son. The boy tries to 
blunder out his lines. 

 

I have sinned terribly! I am no longer worthy of … 
His father drowns him out, calling for the finest robe in the house, plus a ring for the 
young man’s finger, sandals for his feet, and a huge banquet for celebration. He under-
stands. He is ecstatic that his son came home. 

 

Apply that now to you and me. Watch as our own shame says to God, “Father, I am a 
no good. I am totally unworthy. You must be very angry.” 

 

  “I know what you have done, child,” says God. “You needn’t cower. You are precious 
to me, and not because you never sin. Come, come, have back your brothers, sisters, 
neighbors and, most of all, your Father. Let me hug you.” 

 

Because God holds us so close to his heart, he is most willing to absorb the losses we 
inflict. Even if we were to join forces with evil in the world, God would wait and pray 
and welcome us back with open arms. This is God’s Lenten message. 

 

By the way, notice that Jesus’ arms are wide open on the cross.  
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings April 1st through April 8th: 

               

Mon:      Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; Jn 4:43-54     

Tue:  Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 

Wed:    Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13c-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30 

Thur: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 

Fri:   Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Sat: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9b-12; Jn 7:40-53 

Sun:   Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

4/7/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Melissa Brown 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout, Sister Monica, Carol Kellogg 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
3/24                                                                                                                 $1459.95 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

 

3/31 :Rosary @ 8:20am  

         Coffee and frybread 
         after the 9am Mass  

 

         Soup Sunday after  
         5pm Mass 
 

4/5:   Adoration 3:45pm 
         Stations of the Cross           
         after the 5pm Mass 
 

4/6:  Music Practice 3pm           

 

4/6:   Mini-retreat at  
         St. Margaret’s 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for April are on 
4/1, 4/8, and 4/15 from 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
 

Religious Education classes for K-8 grades are  
after the 9am Mass. 
 

No-one has come forward wanting to coordinate the egg hunt after the 9am Mass on 
Easter Sunday yet. To make things easier, I am willing to have all the eggs and candy 
sorted by sections and ready to hide if I can get five people to hide them.  (One for the 0-
2 year old section north of the church, two for the 3-7 year old section south of the 
church and two for the 8 and above section west of the church.) I think the kids might be 
disappointed if we didn’t have an egg hunt. I coordinate it as a parishioner and not a par-
ish employee so hopefully five parishioners can help. The volunteers would just need to 
come to Mass by 8:10am and hide the eggs. Please let me know. Thank you, Melissa  

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

3/30: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  
 

3/31:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Ted Garcia             
 11am St. Joseph’s   +Josephine Shakespeare    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Charlene O’Neal            
                 

4/2: 7:15am St. Stephen’s            
                              

4/3: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Mass of Reparation       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

4/4: 7:15am St. Stephen’s      
                          

4/5: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Special Intention           
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

4/6:    9am St. Stephen’s   First Saturday Mass 
 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  
 

4/7: 9am St. Stephen’s         
   11am St. Joseph’s       
 5pm St. Stephen’s                              

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 
 

Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism today. 

 

Congratulations Hehanipteskan Hope White! 
 

 

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 
 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                     Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

You Can Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone?  Are you frustrated or angry with each oth-

er?  Do you argue…or have you just stopped talking to each other?  Does talking about it only 

make it worse?  Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples through difficult 

times in their marriages.  This program has helped 10’s of 100’s of couples experiencing diffi-
culties in their marriage.  For confidential information about or to register for the program 

beginning with a weekend in Denver, CO on April 5-7, 2019, call (303) 317-5111 or email: 
retrouvaille.co@gmail.com or visit the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 


