
An Angry Savior? 
 

 

In the Gospel for Sunday, Jesus, sounds angry and threatening and we must talk about 
that. 
  “If you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” “The tower at Siloam fell on 
them”; “Cut down the fig tree,” etc. Is the loving Lord we have known actually furious 
and offended? 
Let us look. 
News comes to Jesus that Pilate has murdered a number of Galilean people. Still 
worse, Pilate has mixed their blood with that of sacrificed animals. Such a gruesome 
story is worthy of denunciation. 
Instead Jesus draws a point from it: 
Do you think they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? 
By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! 
What is the logic here? It seems you don’t have to murder people in order to get pun-
ished. You can qualify just by failing to repent! 
So, is Jesus truly an angry savior? Angry in the same way people think that God was in 
the Old Testament? Unforgiving, warlike, furious, demanding an infinite sacrifice to 
make up for humankind’s sins against an infinite God?* 
But when we look at the First Reading, we do not find an irate God at all. Instead, we 
find a tender one, grieving over the troubles of his people. 
I have witnessed the affliction of my people in Egypt 
and have heard their cry of complaint against their slave drivers, 
so I know well what they are suffering. 
Therefore I have come down to rescue them. 
Lovely. God instructs Moses about how to rescue the people. Great compassion from 
the depths of the transcendent God. 
Didn’t Jesus have the same kind of compassion for his own people? Yes. He gives a par-
able in the second half of the Gospel that might help us understand: 
An orchard owner orders his gardener to chop down a sadly unproductive fig tree. The 
gardener advises him to leave it one more year and see if, with some tending, it will 
bear fruit. Give it one more chance. 
Who does the heartless orchard owner represent? We always assume that it is God. 
We half-remember the story in Mt 21:18-19 of Jesus actually cursing a fruitless fig tree. 
But here, on the contrary, Jesus is not the orchard owner at all, but the gardener, ask-
ing mercy for the disobedient fig tree! 
When he warns the people that they will perish if they don’t repent, he is shouting at 
all of us to turn back to God in order to avoid destruction! He is “startling the poor 
sheep back” from the edge of the cliff (to paraphrase Hopkins, the poet**). 
You and I are the sheep. 
There is still reason to fear God, of course, since he is infinite and infinitely more fiery 
than the burning bush. But the closer you come to the center of God, the more your 
fear turns to gratitude. You are not scalded or consumed by the divine fire—you are 
warmed and gentled at its welcoming hearth. 
Jesus’ tough love leads us to that hearth.     
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings March 25th through March 31st:  

               

Mon:      Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38     

Tue:  Dn 3:25. 34-43’; Ps 25:4bc-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-35 

Wed:    Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19 

Thur: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 

Fri:   Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11b, 14, 17; Mk 12:29-34 

Sat: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21b; Lk 18:9-14 

Sun:   Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-7 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

3/31/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Tom Kasper 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marlene Morss, Steve Gresback, Doug Bebout 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
3/17                                                                                                                 $1975.41 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

 

3/24:Rosary @ 8:20am  

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass 
 

3/29: Adoration 3:45pm 
         Stations of the Cross           
         after the 5pm Mass 
 

3/30:  Music Practice 3pm 
 

3/31: Frybread Sunday 
         Soup Sunday 
 

4/6:   Mini-retreat at  
         St. Margaret’s 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for April are on 
4/1, 4/8, and 4/15 from 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
 

Religious Education classes for K-8 grades are  
after the 9am Mass. 
 

Are you looking for a Lenten boost, time 
for quiet, or wanting a closer walk with 
Our Blessed Mother as we draw closer 
to Calvary/Easter? Saturday, April 6th, 
at St. Margaret’s Parish, Riverton, Fa-
ther Shea and Father Rogers will be of-
fering a mini-retreat. “Lent with Mary: 
How Our Lady Guides Us Through the 
Cross to Easter Glory!” The retreat will 
begin with Mass at 7:00 a.m. followed 
with a light breakfast. The first session 
begins at 8:00 in the Church. There will 
be time for prayer, meditation and re-
flection. We’ll conclude approximately 
1:00. All are welcome! If you have any 
questions, call 856-7556.   

If you or your family would like to organize 
the egg hunt after the 9am Mass on Easter 
Sunday please let me know. My family usu-
ally organizes the hunt and hides the eggs but 
we are going on our Pilgrimage and planning 
on spending Easter at El Santuario de Chi-
mayo this year. Please let me know asap so I 
can put it in the bulletin. Thank you, Melissa 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

3/23: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  
 

3/24:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Alison Burton          
 11am St. Joseph’s    
 5pm St. Stephen’s            
                 

3/26: 7:15am St. Stephen’s            
                              

3/27: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Karen J. Brown     
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

3/28: 7:15am St. Stephen’s      
                          

3/29: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s           
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

3/30:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  
 

3/31: 9am St. Stephen’s         
   11am St. Joseph’s       
 5pm St. Stephen’s                              

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 
 

 

 

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 
 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                     Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

You Can Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone?  Are you frustrated or angry with each oth-

er?  Do you argue…or have you just stopped talking to each other?  Does talking about it only 

make it worse?  Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples through difficult 

times in their marriages.  This program has helped 10’s of 100’s of couples experiencing diffi-

culties in their marriage.  For confidential information about or to register for the program 
beginning with a weekend in Denver, CO on April 5-7, 2019, call (303) 317-5111 or email: 

retrouvaille.co@gmail.com or visit the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 


