
Seeing 
 

I once followed the Jesuit Larry Gillick, a blind person, in the literal dark. Neither of us 
fell into a pit. So, was Jesus wrong? 
Larry lost his sight before his tenth birthday, but as an adult joined the Society of Jesus 
and became a marvelous spiritual director. On a retreat he and I were helping to direct, 
we went on a walk. It was after dark, quite so, and I was as good as blind when we got 
far enough from the retreat house, with no neighborhood around us? So, the blind 
following the blind. 
As we went, he said to me, do you want to go on a trust walk? 
Blindly (pun intended) I said, why, of course. 
First he had me do the famous “fall backwards” that some of my readers have done. I 
was to release control and tumble back into the arms of another person, in this case 
Larry. The only problem was that he could not see, and it was also too dark for me to 
make anything out. 
I willed to fall back, and he caught me, and we were happy. I marveled at Larry’s con-
quering of his malady. All was good. 
Except … 
 … except that there was a “next step.” Quietly he announced that he, a person sup-
posedly unable to find his way, would lead the way. With my hand on his shoulder and 
a scarf around my eyes—to make certain that I would not cheat—we went forth. Could 
we avoid a pit? 
I avoided it and so did he. It was indeed a walk of trust. Even though I suspected that 
anything whatsoever could happen, it did not. I was relieved. Larry was so used to guid-
ing people spiritually that was possibly not an act of trust on his part. For him, it did not 
mean walking blindly into the unknown, it meant going ahead with increasing confi-
dence that we are accompanied by God, no matter what might come around the next 
dark bend in the road. 
What was I myself supposed to learn? To trust recklessly with only sightless guidance? 
Larry Gillick has been my friend over the years and does not require any beatifying. But 
I do. 
Well, maybe the point was that sightlessness is the only way to really see. 
Jesus says in our Gospel that we have “wooden beams” in our eyes when we relate to 
others. Maybe we must close our eyes for a while in order to see around these. We 
should stop projecting on others our own blockages, and work on the much larger 
wooden beams in our own psyche instead. This seems to me a quite sound psychologi-
cal insight. 
Notice, this understanding does not imply that we should entirely give up helping with 
the faults of another person. Jesus is just saying that we need to clarify our own vision 
in order to help someone else. None of us will have perfect “vision,” but we should 
seek continually to clarify what we do see. 
That night I did not have anything like perfect vision. But the steady, blind guidance 
that Larry Gillick gave me was an act of seeing unlike most others I have known. As you 
and I begin Lent this coming week, I guess my advice is that we all close our eyes for a 
while and be guided.       
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings March 4th through March 10th: 

               

Mon:      Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 10:17-27     

Tue:  Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23; Mk 10:28-31 

Wed:    J1 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6b, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thur: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 

Fri:   Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6b, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 

Sat: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 

Sun:   Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-15; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

3/10/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan, Steve Gresback, Doug Bebout 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Ardie & Mike Steinbronn, Cindy Davis 

Parish Collection    
2/24                                                                                                                 $1742.00 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

3/2: Rosary @ 8:20am  

        Coffee and donuts 
        after the 9am Mass 
 

 

3/6:  Ash Wednesday 
         

3/8:  Adoration 3:45pm 
        Stations of the Cross after   
        the 5pm Mass 
 

3/9:  Music Practice 3pm 
 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for March are 
on 3/4, 3/11, and 3/18 from 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
 

Religious Education classes for K-8 grades are  
after the 9am Mass. 
 

As you have noticed, we 
have a new sound sys-
tem. We encourage all 
lectors to come and 
practice getting accus-
tomed to the new system 
as the microphone picks 
up well but if you are too 
close then it will muffle 
your voice and those in 
back will be unable to 
hear you.  

Thanks to all those 
who came to the 
soup supper and 
thanks to the  
Needham family for 
hosting! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

3/2: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament   
 

3/3:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Anita Spoonhunter    
 11am St. Joseph’s   +Jerry Sage, Jr.    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Danny Antilla and his wife and family    
                 

3/5: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Jocelyn Watt            
                              

3/6: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s             
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

3/7: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Irene Lawson                 
                          

3/8: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s              
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

3/9:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  
 

3/10: 9am St. Stephen’s         
   11am St. Joseph’s       
 5pm St. Stephen’s                                  

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 
 

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 
 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                     Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at  the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Lent begins on March 6th, Ash Wednesday.  
Blessed ashes will be available at the parish 
office anytime on Wednesday.  
Mass and distribution of ashes will be: 
 

5:30pm St. Stephen’s 
5:30pm St. Joseph’s 


