
The Carpenter’s Son 
 
 

This week the other shoe drops. 
As opposed to last week, when Jesus spoke in a Nazareth synagogue, this Sunday we hear the 
people’s reaction to his message. 
A hint: they will try to throw him off a cliff. 
To see why, look at how bold Jesus was. First he searched out a Messiah-prediction from the 
book of Isaiah: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. (Isaiah 61: 1-3) 
The people loved him for this. 
Except when he applied the reading to himself! 
He said, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing” (Gospel)! As everyone knew, 
"this scripture passage" was known to refer to the Messiah. They saw clearly that Jesus was claim-
ing to be the very Messiah! 
Stunned! They were stunned. He had grown up in their midst. He was the carpenter’s son, the 
one they used to see weekly in this same synagogue. Why in the world would a local man invent 
such a bizarre story? 
We already know why. 
At the Jordan river, when he had received baptism, the heavens had opened up and the Holy Spir-
it descended upon him and a voice from the heavens said, “You are my beloved son, and in you I 
am well pleased” (Luke 3:21-22)! It was the Father’s voice, right out loud! 
Jesus’ public ministry had begun. He was openly anointed as beloved servant of God, or Messiah. 
Immediately he fled to the desert to brood and pray. His divinity formerly had been lodged main-
ly at the depths of his human awareness. Now it had to be drawn up into consciousness, out loud, 
and dealt with. 
He knew he was human as well as divine. But he was attracted to wrong answers too, ones sug-
gested by the devil, who in the desert had said, turn your divinity into self-satisfaction, into pow-
er, into reputation. Jesus was authentically tempted. But each time he refused. 
Now, as Luke says, he had come back to Nazareth in the power of the Spirit. It becomes obvious 
why he had selected that passage from Isaiah at the synagogue. Isaiah's words were about him! He 
had heard it from God at his baptism. 
How were the Nazarenes supposed to have any understanding of this? He looked like a madman, 
claiming equality with God! To them he was insulting his home town simultaneously with his 
people, with Israel, and with God. 
  “He is out of his mind!” they shouted. 
Jesus told them that neither Elijah or Elisha, who were great prophets, could work their miracles 
in Israel but went elsewhere to do them. “No prophet is accepted in his own native place,” he 
said. 
Ah, so now he is one of the prophets! 
They push him out to a cliff, planning to annihilate such a blasphemer. He escaped somehow but 
now the ball was in motion. This scene—and it is the very first one described in his public minis-
try—forecasts his remaining life. Loved and accepted at first, then led to his death. 
In the coming months we will see him carry all of this out. What will he do? We must find out, 
because we are meant to be filled with the same Holy Spirit.                                 John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings February 4th through February 10th:  

               

Mon:      Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20     

Tue:  Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-28, 30-32; Mk 5:21-32 

Wed:    Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a; Mk 6:1-6 

Thur: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-4, 9-11; Mk 6:7-13 

Fri:   Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1-3, 5, 8b-9c; Mk 6:14-29 

Sat: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-34 

Sun:   Is 6:2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11  

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

2/10/19 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Tom Kasper 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan, Steve Gresback, Doug Bebout 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
1/27                                                                                                                 $2278.37 

 
 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:7 

Happenings: 
 

2/3:   Rosary @ 8:20am  

 

         Coffee and donuts 
         after the 9am Mass  

                               

2/8:  Adoration 3:45pm 
 

2/9:  Music Practice 3pm 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Classes for February 
will be on 2/4, 2/11, & 2/18 from 5:30-6:30pm. 
 

Religious Education classes for K-8 grades are  
after the 9am Mass. 

 O glorious Saint Blaise, who by thy martyrdom didst leave to 
the Church a precious witness to the faith, obtain of us the grace to 
preserve within ourselves this divine gift, and to defend, without hu-
man respect, both by word and example, the truth of that same faith, 
which is so wickedly attacked and slandered in these our times. Thou 
who didst miraculously restore a little child when it was at the point 
of death by reason of an affliction of the throat, grant us thy mighty 
protection in like misfortunes; and, above all, obtain for us the grace 
of Christian mortification together with a faithful observance of the 
precepts of the Church, which may keep us from offending Almighty 
God. Amen.  

Thanks to all those who brought 
soup and joined in the fellowship! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
    

2/2: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Gerald Smith, Sr.  
 

2/3:  9am St. Stephen’s   Gabe & Sommer Nistler & Family       
 11am St. Joseph’s   Thanksgiving Mass - Trumbull Family 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Matt & Carolyn Nistler & Family      
                 

2/5: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Thurlo Jenkins       
                              

2/6: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Maria & Pat Leaky & Family     
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
         

2/7: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Tom Tourkolias          
                          

2/8: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Mike Warren        
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
  

2/9:     4:30pm Blessed Sacrament John & Heather Colley & Family    
 

2/10: 9am St. Stephen’s   Alice Moss     
   11am St. Joseph’s   Poor Souls in Purgatory        
 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Madelaine Martin                 

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 
 

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 
 
 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                     Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at  the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

For your information:  

Your pastor, Father Jim, is offering Mass for his 

parishioners (St. Stephen’s, St. Joseph’s and 

Blessed Sacrament) every Sunday while he is on 

sabbatical in Rome. So rest assured, Mass for 

the People is being offered.  


