Flesh of My Flesh
God did a wonderful job in creating things. Maybe he used a Big Bang, issuing in the
universe and galaxies, and … well, whatever. He did it.
First and foremost, God wanted to create a living being that could share in the Trinity’s
inmost characteristic, called deep love. For all eternity the three persons in God had
loved each other so intensely that they are one.
Unfortunately, in the sequence of creating the world, God made a mistake. Yes. He created the male first (First Reading).
Everyone knows that a man, left on his own, likely will be helpless. He needs company,
needs partnership, correction, and sometimes just a lot of forgiveness. For almost all
men, this means being with the creature called woman.
But there were no creatures called women in existence. God understood this gradually.
Since the Trinity is a relationship of three persons to the point of forming one being,
maybe he thought that adding another creature of any type would make the same thing
possible for Adam.
So he took scoops of earth and made …
various wild animals and various birds of the air,
and he brought them to the man
to see what he would call them;
whatever the man called each of them
would be its name. (First Reading)
Our reading continues, “ … none of the wild animals proved to be the suitable partner
for the man.” Of course not.
So God next made a move that was actually quite smart. Instead of trying to draw a partner out of the earth for the man, as he had with the animals, he spread a deep sleep over
the male and removed a rib from him. This he fashioned into a woman.
This new gambit worked. There was a great intimacy between the man and the woman.
She was, as the man put it clumsily, “bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh!” In other
words, the two were made out of the same stuff—how much closer can you get?
Marriage came next. As the First Reading puts it, “That is why a man leaves his father
and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one flesh.”
Centuries went by, millennia really, and there came a popular saying among husbands.
“Women! You can’t live with them and you can’t live without them!” I cannot repeat
here what women say about males, but it often starts out with, “MEN! … ” and a list of
particulars follows.
Sadly, divorce did make its entrance. It had been around for centuries by the time the
Pharisees came to Jesus to argue the following: “Moses permitted a husband to write a
bill of divorce and dismiss [his wife]” (Gospel). Jesus reminded them sternly of why
God had made both man and woman, not just the one, not just the other. He wanted
them to share intimate relationship like the Trinity.
“What God has joined together, no human must separate.”
What if today you find yourself divorced, or alone, or left without your beloved because
of death? What if your mate and you do not get along?
Do everything you can. Like the rest of us, you are trying to mirror in your life the loving unity of the Trinity.
And maybe God has a new way for you in your life!
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings October 8th through October 14th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1-2, 7-10; Lk 10:25-37
Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15; Lk 10:38-42
Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; ps 117:1-2; Lk 11:1-4
Gal 3:1-5; (Ps) Lk 1:69-75; Lk 11:5-13
Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1-6; Lk 11:15-26
Gal 3:22-29; ps 105:2-7; Lk 11:27-28
Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-17; Heb 4:12-13; Mk 10:17-30

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
10/14/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Linda Bebout
Extraordinary Ministers: Laura Mamot, Jim & Theresa Cunningham
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed

10/6:
10/7:
10/9:
10/10:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Missa Pro Populo
9am St. Stephen’s
Special Intention
11am St. Joseph’s
Lucy Willow
5pm St. Stephen’s
Rosary makers
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Karen Anne Hanway
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
+Marvin Griffen

10/11:
10/12:

5:15pm St. Joseph’s
7:15am St. Stephen’s
5:00pm St. Stephen’s

10/13:
10/14:

Communion service
+Matthew Charles Heiser
Special Mass for those who have had loss through
miscarriage or stillborn
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Marie McClosky
9am St. Stephen’s
Jack Murray
11am St. Joseph’s
5pm St. Stephen’s
For the people

Parish Collection

9/30
$2821.39
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9”7

Happenings:

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism

10/7: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts after
the 9am Mass

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Next classes continue
on October 10/8 & 10/15 @ 5:30pm.
Classes for K-8 grades begin today, October 7th
RelEd classes
after the 9am Mass.
10/12: Pregnancy & Infant Loss
Students who want to receive First Holy ComMass
munion must be in at least the 2nd grade and attend class each week until May.
10/13: Music Practice 3pm
Students who wish to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation must be in at least the 7th grade and
attend class each week until May.
Adults who wish to be baptized or confirmed are
Having Mass offered for an
invited to join class starting on Tuesday, October
anniversary, marriage, special
9th (5:30pm-7pm) at St. Stephens or Thursday,
occasion, gift or in memory of October 11th (5:30pm-7pm) at St. Joseph’s. This
someone is a special gift.
will be a weekly class that runs until Easter.
Cards are available at the ofIf you have questions regarding baptism or relifice. Diocesan guideline is
gious education classes for the fall, please call the
$10.00 for a Mass.
religious education office (856-7806 ext. 16).

Praised be Jesus Christ.

Praise Him now and always!

Pregnancy & Infant Loss Mass
Families who have lost a child prior to birth or as an infant are invited to a
Mass on Friday, October 12th at 5pm. Come join us in prayer to support one
another and remember the children who have died. Attendees will receive a
medal and prayer card blessed by Bishop Steven.

“One cannot steep oneself in the true meaning of the Mass as corporate worship to be participated in by all and enact the dedication
of oneself to God with Christ in the sacrificial prayer of the Mass,
and yet remain a cold-blooded individualist in one’s life outside
the precincts of the altar.”
Dom Virgil Michel

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes.
Religious Education Classes
Classes are during the 11am Mass.

Confirmation
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass.

