For the Love of God!
Often we think of God as a helper, someone who helps us to get the things we need. The great
parent in the sky. Sunday’s Responsorial Psalm is an example: “See, the eyes of the Lord are
upon those who fear him, upon those who hope for his kindness, to deliver them from death.”
This is a wonderful childlike attitude, and it is good.
But sometimes the results are not. This Sunday James and John rush up to Jesus to say,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you” (Gospel). It a bit blunt, isn’t it,
like kids making demands.
Jesus replies mildly, “What do you wish me to do for you?”
The awkward answer? “Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at
your left.”
Not a completely unreasonable request, I suppose, but rude. Moreover, the demand comes
immediately after—and I mean it comes in the very next line—after he has predicted the passion:
The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests
and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death
and hand him over to the Gentiles who will mock him,
spit upon him, scourge him, and put him to death. (Mark 10:33-34)
Hearing this, the disciples do what you and I often do: they change the subject. They did not
want suffering but glory.
Alright. Jesus responds that they are ignorant. They too must drink the cup that he will drink,
or in other words, must also undergo pain.
What kind of answer to trusting prayer is that? Maybe we should not pray for what we need?
No.
We know that Jesus himself begged God to take his cup of suffering away, and he used the
term, “Abba” (a familiar form of “father”) when he was asking (Mark 14:36).
And in another place:
During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries
and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent
submission (Hebrews 5:7).
He was heard?
He was heard?
So, God heard these fiery prayers and then sat idly by while the passion and cruel death went
right along?
Which raises The Terrible Question. Why does the trustworthy, loving, parental God permit
suffering and catastrophe, even when he has understood in detail the prayers of those about to
be afflicted?
We must seek an answer.
There is another kind of love. It is “being with.” The worst things for us might not be loss,
death and suffering, even though they are quite terrible. There is another loss that is worse.
Loss of life’s groundwork. The never-ending personal presence of God.
Because of his affliction he shall see the light in fullness of days.
Consider that suffering can, perhaps, in its best way, stretch and widen the human soul, making
it large enough to know God, to live for others, and to let in that which is greater than death
or life: love.
Love stays even when life does not.
Parents of adult offspring know this. They try their best, but then do not rush in to stop tragedies to their offspring. But they are always there, always, accompanying, suffering.
As God does.
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Readings October 22nd through October 28th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Eph 2:1-10; Ps 100:2-5; Lk 12:13-21
Eph 2:12-22; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 12:35-38
Eph 3:2-12; (Ps) Is 12;2-6; Lk 12:39-48
Eph 3:14-21; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19; Lk 12:49-53
Eph 4:1-6; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 12:54-59
Eph 4:7-16; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 13:1-9
Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126:1-6; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-52

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
10/28/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Melissa Brown
Extraordinary Ministers: Laura Mamot, Tom Kasper & Sister Monica
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

10/14
$1790.44
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9”7

Happenings:
10/21: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts after
the 9am Mass
RelEd classes

10/27: Music Practice 3pm
10/31: Vigil Mass for All Saints
Day-5pm St. Stephen’s
11/1: All Saints Day:
7:15am - St. Stephen’s
5:15pm - St. Joseph’s
All Saints Day is a Holy Day
of Obligation

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Classes for November
are on 11/5, 11/12 and 11/19.

*Mass of reparation: Over the next six months
(October to March), I am asking every priest
in the Diocese to offer a monthly Mass of reparation for the sins of bishops who failed to
protect the little ones, for the sins of sexual
abuse in the church and society, and for the
healing of victims of sexual abuse. Please publish the times of these Masses in the bulletin
so that people may participate.

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God;
do not despise our petitions in our necessities,
but deliver us always from all dangers,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. Amen

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:
10/20:
10/21:
10/23:
10/24:
10/25:
10/26:
10/27:
10/28:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Rex Phipps
9am St. Stephen’s
For the people
11am St. Joseph’s
Audrey Underwood for her birthday
5pm St. Stephen’s
+Gertrude Firth
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Jane Weber
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
Mass of reparation*
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Mass of reparation*
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
No Mass today
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Jerome Underwood for his birthday
9am St. Stephen’s
Parishioners of SSIM
11am St. Joseph’s
Blanch Ridgley
5pm St. Stephen’s
Living & deceased members of the Dilger family

Ride for the Brand is a retreat for all high school
youth!

$50 per person registration fee is valid for registrations received through October 31st. Meals included in the registration are dinner on Saturday,
breakfast and lunch on Sunday, and snacks
throughout the event.
Patrick & Christina Jacobeen will be the featured
speakers this year. Join us in beautiful Thermopolis, Wyoming for a fantastic weekend! Contact Father Bryce if you are interested in attending.

Praised be Jesus Christ.

Praise Him now and always!

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes.
Religious Education Classes
Classes are during the 11am Mass.

Confirmation
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass.

