
For the Love of God! 

 

The Gospel presents a very interesting story, and has rich spiritual advice for us. To 
put it simply, God is worth more than anything else in our lives. 
Let us start with the story, which you will have read, the one about the rich young 
man. Whoever this man was, he had “many possessions,” as the Gospel tells us. He 
seems to have been of good heart, possessing humility and a positive opinion about 
Jesus. Without warning he runs up, literally runs, to Jesus, kneels down before him 
and asks the question, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Since Jesus always looks for faith in a person, this young man’s beginning faith must 
have impressed him. But Jesus utters a seemingly incongruous reply. “Why do you 
call me good? No one is good but God alone.” 
How in the world does this answer fit the question? Of course, one interpretation 
would be that it does not, that it is an editor’s mistake. 
But I want to suggest a much simpler explanation. Jesus, seeing the seeds of faith in 
this man, was trying to grow that faith. The logic of Jesus' response would be: (1) 
Only God is (fully) good. (2) You have called me good. (3) Maybe you are sensing 
the Godliness in me. 
We are not told of a response from the man, but the story shows Jesus taking him 
through the essentials. Look, he says, you know about the commandments, and he 
names six of them. He expects that the man will say yes, at which point he can lead 
him further in the love of God. 
The man says much more. “Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth.” A 
wonderful answer. Jesus’ heart was warmed, which we know because of the rare next 
line of the Gospel: 
  “Jesus, looking at him, loved him.” 
Keep in mind that Mark’s is the most terse of the four Gospels. This sentence is 
therefore startling, like sun on a rainy day. Jesus is not just announcing truths to 
someone or other, he is carefully building faith in someone he loves: faith in God 
and faith in him. 
So he tells the rich young man, fondly, what the next step is. He says, 
You are lacking in one thing. 
Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor 
and you will have treasure in heaven;  
then come, follow me. 
Disappointingly, this maneuver does not work. “At that statement his face fell, and 
he went away sad, for he had many possessions.” Like you and me, the man was not 
ready to go all the way. 
Jesus must have been sad too. He says, “How hard it is for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God!” He then explains to the astonished disciples what he 
meant. Simply put, possessions can control your life. They can become your life and 
your identity. They stunt your journey to the highest value there is in life, God. 
What does this Gospel say to you and me? Jesus looks at us and loves us. Can we 
gradually let go of those things that thwart our response of love? 
Or must we go away sad? 
                     John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings October 15th through October 21st:  

               

Mon:      Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1; Ps 113:1-7; Lk 11:29-32       

Tue:  Gal 5:1-6; Ps 11:41, 43-45, 47-48; Lk 11:37-41 

Wed:    Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:42-46 

Thur: 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13b, 17-18; Lk 10:1-9 

Fri:     Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13; Lk 12:1-7 

Sat: Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-7; Lk 12:8-12 

Sun:   Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

10/21/18 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Tom Kasper 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan, Carol Kellogg & Linda Bebout 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
10/7                                                                                                  $2041.75 

 

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9”7 

Happenings:  
 

10/14: Rosary @ 8:20am  

 

           Coffee and donuts after  
           the 9am Mass 
 

           RelEd classes 

                                 

10/13: Music Practice 3pm 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. Next classes continue 
on 10/15 @ 5:30pm. 
 

Classes for K-8 grades are after the 9am Mass.  
 

Students who want to receive First Holy Com-
munion must be in at least the 2nd grade and at-
tend class each week until May. 
 

Students who wish to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation must be in at least the 7th grade and 
attend class each week until May. 
 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or reli-
gious education classes for the fall, please call the 
religious education office (856-7806 ext. 16).  
 

Praised be Jesus Christ.                                                               Praise Him now and always! 

  

 

Having Mass offered for an 
anniversary, marriage, special 
occasion, gift or in memory of 

someone is a special gift. 
Cards are available at  the of-

fice. Diocesan guideline is 
$10.00 for a Mass. 

“When we want what God wants, it becomes easy for Him to 
answer our prayers. But too often we use prayer in a vain 
and futile attempt to impose our will upon God.”  
                  Matthew Kelly 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

10/13: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Marie McClosky 
 

10/14:  9am St. Stephen’s   Jack Murray    
 11am St. Joseph’s   Lucy Willow for her birthday       
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people       
                

10/16: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Bryan Ouray on his birthday    
                              

10/17: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Pete & Cindy Davis for their anniversary    
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion service 
          

10/18: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Otilia Rodriguez           
             

10/19: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Matthew Lawson       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service   
  

10/20:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Rex Phipps 
 

10/21: 9am St. Stephen’s   For the people             
   11am St. Joseph’s   Audrey Underwood for her birthday    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Gertrude Firth               

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s  

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-9090 to schedule classes. 
 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

 

Ride for the Brand is a retreat for all high 

school youth! 
 

$50 per person registration fee is valid for 

registrations received through October 

31st. Meals included in the registration are 

dinner on Saturday, breakfast and lunch 

on Sunday, and snacks throughout the 

event. 
 

Patrick & Christina Jacobeen will be the 

featured speakers this year. Join us in 

beautiful Thermopolis, Wyoming for a fan-

tastic weekend! Contact Maria Ward with 

any questions at 

mward@dioceseofcheyenne.org or 

307.638.1530. 


