He Began To Teach Them
Jesus cured a deaf person this Sunday and the crowds were astonished. (Gospel)
We tend to think that healing people was a main goal in Jesus’ life, and I suppose it was.
But consider this: we are only in the seventh chapter out of sixteen in Mark’s gospel, but
after this Sunday there are only four more healings by Jesus. Earlier in this gospel (from
the first chapter up to here) he worked so many cures that people were mobbing him.
That was the trouble. Jesus was in danger of becoming a famous wonder-worker. He
would save people from all their problems—health, poverty, death, well, you name it. He
would have Andy Warhol’s famous “fifteen minutes of fame,” but not much more. Does
“fame” really reveal God’s love for the world and its peoples? Jesus was after much more.
In Mark’s recounting, he began a new phase of his mission at this point. He turned his
face toward Jerusalem. And toward the cross!
Suddenly and without warning, Jesus will say to the disciples, “The Son of Man is to be
handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his death the Son of Man
will rise.” (Mk 9:31). What a shocking statement from this supposedly invincible leader
and healer. How can death go together with God’s love?
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“After his death?”
A human person is created to be loved by God, not just to have life, good health, riches or
reputation. These are wonderful, but real life consists of the exchange of love with God
and with others. This is a still greater good than mere accomplishments. A relationship, a
seeking of the one who is already close, God on earth, Jesus. This intimate relationship
will send us out to help heal the world and give God’s love to it.
A man and wife once told me of the death of their tiny son, and how they had prayed so
hard for his healing. They thought their prayers were not answered, they told me. And yet,
gradually, these people found that God was in fact lovingly present throughout the whole
ordeal, that God had been immersed in their son’s life and sorrowful over his death, and
that God’s intimate presence was the real meaning of all life. Their sorrow had been cradled in and their son was safe in God’s arms.
For all of us, pretty soon, the suffering world has to be faced in its full suffering self. Jesus
moved toward the events that would show God’s solidarity with us in our suffering, our
rejections, and even in our deaths—that famous event which each and every one of us will
face sooner or later. Beyond cures, which are wonderful yet partial, God gives us deep
companionship within each instant of our life.

At Mass this Sunday, let us ask ourselves whether the intimate presence of God is at least
part of what we desire in our own lives. Do we sense that Christ is deeply involved with
us? Do we let his love flow into us and through us to others, or must it fight its way
around us?
Let’s pray to hear, as the deaf man finally did.
John Foley, SJ

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings September 10th through September 16th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

1 Cot 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12; Lk 6:6-11
1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1-6, 9; Lk 6:12-19
1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17; Lk 6:20-26
1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13, 14b, 23-24; Lk 6:27-38
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2, 34-38; Phil 2:-6-11; Jn 3:13-17
1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; Jn 19:25-27
Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18; Mk 8:27-35

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
9/16/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Dino Baldes
Extraordinary Ministers: Tom Kasper, Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

8/26
$1978.90
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9”7

Happenings:
9/9: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts after
the 9am Mass
9/14: No Adoration/Mass today

9/8: Music Practice 3pm
We will not be taking any donations for the thrift “store” and
are planning a clothing giveaway in September.

Having Mass offered for an
anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, gift or in memory of
someone is a special gift.
Cards are available at the office. Diocesan guideline is
$10.00 for a Mass.

Praised be Jesus Christ.

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Next classes will be in
September on 9/10, 9/17 and 9/24 @ 5:30pm.
If you have questions regarding baptism or religious education classes for the fall, please call the
religious education office (856-7806 ext. 16).
BIBLE STUDY: A Bible Study of the “Book of Wisdom”
will be offered at St. Stephen’s beginning Monday, October 8. We will meet every other Monday for 8 evening
sessions, 6:45-8:00. Each session will include bible readings, reflections/journaling, Jeff Cavin’s DVD series, and
discussion. Discover, what is wisdom? Learn new habits
for increasing wisdom in your daily life. Gain confidence
through role models and practice in living according to
God’s vision.Contact the parish secretary (St. Stephen’s:
856-7806 or St. Margaret’s: 856-3757) or Julie Fiebiger
856-7556 to place an order for a study/journal book. Cost
will be approximately $20. Please place your order by
Friday, Sept. 14. Questions? Contact Julie @ 856-7556.

Praise Him now and always!

9/8:
9/9:
9/11:
9/12:
9/13:
9/14:
9/15:
9/16:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)
9am St. Stephen’s
Sister Margaret Kasper*
11am St. Joseph’s
+Mike Bearing
5pm St. Stephen’s
Sister Vivian Wilson*
7:15am St. Stephen’s
+Anne Marie Schachenmann
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
Special Intention
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
+Johnnie Whiteman
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
No Mass today
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Special Intention
9am St. Stephen’s
+Eileen Krause
11am St. Joseph’s
+Mike Bearing
5pm St. Stephen’s
Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)
*Congratulations on their 70th anniversary of vows of religious profession!

“The Catholic Church feeds, clothes, houses, and educates more

people than any other organization in the world. And when the
modern media and the secular culture have finished tearing
down the Church as best they can, let me ask you, who will

take our place? Who will feed the hungry? Who will clothe the
naked? Who will visit the lonely and imprisoned? Who will
house the homeless? Who will comfort the sick and dying? Who

will educate the masses?”

“Rediscover Catholicism” Matthew Kelly

Save the date! Oktoberfest, Sat. Sept. 22,
5-9 PM. Great Food and beverages!
St. Margaret’s School gym, 609 E. Park
St. entrance. Proceeds to benefit summer
'19 Italy youth pilgrimage.

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.

