Taking Care of the Little Ones
The First Reading is dark and very serious, and it is followed by an argument (Gospel).
The dark and serious part gives us a rare, inside-view of the way in which scheming minds
work (as if we needed one more example today). The wicked say, look at this “just one” He
thinks he is so wonderful. He accuses us of breaking the law. Well, let’s take his high opinion
of himself and give it one of our little “tests.” Let us see what revilement and torture and a
slow death will do to someone supposedly so patient and gentle.
Analysis:
Mockery: “Fine. If he is so wonderful, if he has God on his side, surely he will pass our ‘test.’
It is just an ‘interesting experiment’.”
Translation:
He’s not on our side, get rid of him.
Cruelty: “He thinks he is so holy. Ok, torture, revilement and shameful death are simply
reasonable research. Let us see how he will react.”
Translation:
Holiness is all a sham,
a way for people to get what they want.
Well, we want him gone.
Self-deception: We do not need all this God stuff. We base our lives in what is real. (Check
out the cable channels and the internet if you want to see the irrelevance of God.)
Translation:
We are more important than God,
and than this Jesus H. Christ.
Self-interest always wins.
This last is quite devastating because no human being can truly win unless God has the first
place in life, unless we judge everything else in relation to this love. “Everything”—even
wealth, even power, even pride.
After that comes the Gospel. If you have read these reflections for the last two weeks you
know that Jesus has been shocking the disciples by showing them that he himself is the “just
one” from the First Reading. Obviously, “God will take care of him,” as the First Reading
implies.
But Jesus says that the Son of God will be condemned to shaming torture and will be killed,
as the First Reading states explicitly. It will look exactly as if God does not care and will not
intervene.
Then, out of Jesus’ earshot, the disciples are having a long argument about which of them
will be remembered as the greatest! It seems like a pantomime of the selfishness portrayed in
the First Reading! Just after Jesus had told them the most intimate fact of his life—that he
must suffer—they start fighting for the best toys, like children.
Jesus responds by actually bringing a real child before them.
When children are at their best they do in fact love their mom and dad. But they are helpless
in so many things, and that is why they are grabby, thinking they can survive that way.
But when they say the words “I love you,” they mean it to the full extent of their little hearts.
Jesus says, that is what I am going to do. I am going to say “I love you,” to my Father. I will
do this by giving over everything that I am, because I love God above all of it.
And I love the world, everything that is in it.
And I love you, with the fullness and warmth and generosity of God’s everlasting love.
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings September 24th through September 30th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 8:16-18
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34-35, 44; Lk 8:19-21
Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163; Lk 9:1-6
Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; Lk 9:7-9
Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51
Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8, 10, 12-14; Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
9/30/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Penny Robertson
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan, Tom Kasper & Laura Mamot
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

9/16
$1328.66
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9”7

Happenings:
9/23: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts after
the 9am Mass
9/29: Music Practice 3pm

9/30: Fry bread Sunday
Soup Supper Sunday:
Bring a soup to share if
you can but please join
us in Eagle Hall after the
5pm Mass!
10/5: Clothing giveaway!

Having Mass offered for an
anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, gift or in memory of
someone is a special gift.
Cards are available at the office. Diocesan guideline is
$10.00 for a Mass.

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Next classes will be in
October on 10/1, 10/8 & 10/15 @ 5:30pm.
Registration for Religious Education for K-8 students will be on Sunday, September 30th after the
9am Mass. Classes for K-8 grades begin on Sunday, October 7th after the 9am Mass.
Students who want to receive First Holy Communion must be in at least the 2nd grade and attend class each week until May.
Students who wish to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation must be in at least the 7th grade and
attend class each week until May.
Adults who wish to be baptized or confirmed are
invited to join class starting on Tuesday, October
9th (5:30om-7pm) at St. Stephens or Thursday,
October 11th (5:30pm-7pm) at St. Joseph’s. This
will be a weekly class that runs until Easter.
If you have questions regarding baptism or religious education classes for the fall, please call the
religious education office (856-7806 ext. 16).

9/22:
9/23:
9/25:
9/26:
9/27:
9/28:
9/29:
9/30:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)
9am St. Stephen’s
+Anita Knapp
11am St. Joseph’s
+Mike Bearing
5pm St. Stephen’s
Celeste Spoonhunter
7:15am St. Stephen’s
+Judee Kushner
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
+Mitchell Stacey
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
+Mamie Cunningham
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
+Judee Kushner
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Gresback Family
9am St. Stephen’s
Morss Family
11am St. Joseph’s
Lucy Willow
5pm St. Stephen’s
Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)

“How far and wide do you cast the net of ‘we’? Does your net extend to your family, your tribe, your people, your nation, your species? Who lies outside of the boundaries of your net? Where do
you draw the line between ‘me and you,’ ‘us and them,’ ‘we and
they’? Consider this question and reflect long on its implications,
because wherever we mark the boundaries of our nets we mark the
boundaries of our compassion.”
Contemplating Christ by Vincent Pizzuto

Praised be Jesus Christ.
Praise Him now and always!

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.

Registration for all religious education
classes is today after the 11am Mass.

