Caring For Us
The story told in the First Reading was in the land ruled by Queen Jezebel. The prophet
Elijah had just come from a dangerous showdown with 450 prophets of the god called
Baal.* The God of Israel easily won this encounter, and Elijah progressed into doing great
violence against the surviving prophets. Queen Jezebel was understandably enraged and
sent a message that she would do the same thing to Elijah and more within that same day.
The prophet, frightened, exhausted and dispirited—especially when he came back to find
the Israelites themselves being unfaithful to the only true God—became depressed, in
spite of his great triumph. He prayed to God to give immediate death to his worthless
self. Then he went to sleep, as depressed people will sometimes do. He lay under a broom
tree.
God could have been harsh to Elijah because of such a despondent prayer. But instead, a
quiet touch from God’s angel awakened him. The angel whispered, “get up and eat.”
“There at his head was a hearth cake and a jug of water.”
Elijah did eat and drink, but then he settled right back to sleep again. The angel whispered tenderly, “Get up and eat, else the journey will be too long for you!” Elijah did this
and was strengthened. Then he walked forty days and forty nights to the mountain of
God.
In this we are witnessing a mother’s care, giving food to her discouraged, grumpy child.
The other readings are all about God’s kindness too, his goodness even in small things.
The Responsorial Psalm invites us to share in it: “Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
… I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.”
In the Gospel, Jesus too offers nourishment, this time provisions for a very long journey
indeed: eternal life. The people listening (called “the Jews” by John,) will not have a bit of
it. They argue among themselves, ridiculing his silly offer of miraculous food. They
“murmur” that they knew his parents, and this made him just a local boy acting crazy.
Jesus ordered them to stop grousing and listen. He made the same comparison that we
saw last week, between the manna that came down from the sky, and himself, “the living
bread that came down from heaven.”
Jesus as living bread is a bit difficult to understand. But leave that aside for a moment and
just concentrate on the deliberate kindness God shows to his people: feeding them, giving
them drink, pursuing them again and again in order to offer the greatest gift of all, God’s
sacrificial love for them. God followed them quietly, gently.
How can we respond? Receiving the living bread in Communion is a beginning. Reflecting on the mellowness of God is another. And simply slowing down, stopping our running away and instead letting the Lord find us. God’s kindhearted, tough love is quite
worth the struggle. God is the one who will send us into the world (if he can catch us!).
Be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and
handed himself over for us as a sacrificial offering to God for a fragrant aroma
(Eph 5:1).
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings August 13th through August 19th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; Mt 17:22-27
Ez 2:8-3:4; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10bc, 11-12ab, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56
Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-59, 61-62; Mt 18:21-19:1
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63; (Ps) Is 12;2-6; Mt 19:3-12
Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19; Mt 19:13-15
Prv 9:1-6; Ps 34:2-7; Eph 5:15-20; Jn 6:51-58

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
9:00 Mass
Lector: Linda Bebout
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham and Marilu Duncan
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

$2292.56

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish
your child to be baptized. Next classes will be in
September.

8/12: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts
8/18: Music Practice 3pm

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious education classes for the fall, please call the
religious education office (856-7806 ext. 16).

8/19: Tri-parish picnic:
Hosted by Holy Rosary

Tri Parish Picnic
Holy Rosary in Lander is hosting this summer’s tri-parish picnic on August 19th.
Everyone is invited to Mass at 10am and the picnic will be after Mass! Parishioners from the three parishes and the mission churches are invited. The picnic will
be a few hours so you are welcome to come after your local parish Mass as well.
Parishioners from St. Stephen’s are asked to bring a side dish; parishioners
from St. Joseph’s are asked to bring chips; and Blessed Sacrament parishioners
are asked to bring drinks. Everyone is asked to bring their own chairs. Please
plan on attending and joining in the fellowship!

Praised be Jesus Christ.

8/15:

8/18:
8/19:

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola

Happenings:

8/14:

8/16:
8/17:

8/19/18

8/5

8/11:
8/12:

Praise Him now and always!

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Elta Mae LeClair
9am St. Stephen’s
Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)
11am St. Joseph’s
Poor Souls to pray for special intentions
5pm St. Stephen’s
+Cathleen Galitz
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Poor Souls in purgatory
5:30pm St. Joseph’s
Vigil Mass for Assumption of Blessed Mother
5:30pm St. Stephen’s
Joseph (Holy Day of Obligation)
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Howard Brown on his birthday
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
+Mildred Fuller
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Renee & Frank Budimer on their 62nd anniversary
9am St. Stephen’s
Christyl Hanway on her birthday
11am St. Joseph’s
Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)
5pm St. Stephen’s
Tyrel & Zettie Underwood

Prayers to Begin a School Year
God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for the wonder of our being,
for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they begin
a new school year.
Bless them and their teachers and staff.
Give them strength and grace
as their bodies grow;
wisdom and knowledge to their minds
as they search for understanding;
and peace and zeal to their hearts.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Bishop Steven invites Catholic
high school students from the
Diocese of Cheyenne who graduate in 2019, 2020, or 2021 and
their parents to participate in a
pilgrimage to Italy. The pilgrimage will be June 14-24, 2019 and
the cost is $4,895 per person. All details including trip
inclusions, criteria for attending,
itinerary, and the registration
packet are available at http://
www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/
youth.html. Space is very limited, and registrations are being
accepted on a first come first
serve basis. For questions
contact Maria at
mward@dioceseofcheyenne.org.

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.

