
Faith 
Jesus cannot work miracles. At least in this Sunday’s Gospel. 

 

When he returned to his home-town, Nazareth, 
 

 he was not able to perform any mighty deed there, apart from curing a few sick 
 people by laying his hands on them. 

 

What happened to his mighty deeds? Where did his power go? The words of Jesus might help 
here. He often said to people whom he had healed, 
 your faith has saved you. 

 

At first glance, this saying seems crazy. If an action called “faith” were all it took to save a 
person, it would imply no connection to God or Jesus or the Holy Spirit. People would just 
squeeze out an “act of faith” and that would be all they needed. 

 

So, we need to look at what “faith” is all about. 

 

There are many legitimate meanings of the word. One is when we “profess our faith,” or in 
other words, proclaim the content of our belief. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church spends over 1,000 paragraphs clarifying such a profession [here]. Then there are the 
Sacraments from liturgy, called the “sacraments of faith” They are sacred symbols that make 
present the grace of Christ. And of course there is the “life of faith,” which is how believers 
give care for others after Mass. 

 

All these meanings are good, and very important. But here are words from the Catechism that 
express the meaning of the word “faith” as Jesus used it.  

 

 Faith is a personal act—the free response of the human person to the initiative 
 of God who reveals himself (Catechism, Paragraph 166). 

 

Look at it: faith here refers to an interaction between oneself and Jesus, a relationship steeped 
in trust and love. 

 

If a husband says to his wife, “I have faith in you,” and if he means it, and if his wife says the 
same, then they are working toward real love. The same goes for the faith we are talking about 
here. The deepest meaning of faith is this: to have a mutual relationship with God. That is,  

 

  to receive God's love and respond to it. 
 

Faith is a mutual act between Jesus and a person. He offers to give himself to each of us. We 
(often) receive him. A failure in faith is like closing or even locking the doors to our hearts. 
If this makes some sense to you, then you will see why Jesus said “your faith has saved you.” If 
faith is a word for a person's relation to Jesus, the curing happens because they have a real, 
bilateral relationship in trust and love. 

 

In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus is so disappointed when he teaches in his home town. His neighbors 
say, 
   “is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary, 
 and the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?  
 And are not his sisters here with us?”  
 And they took offense at him. … 
 He was amazed at their lack of faith. 
His relationship to the people of his home town seems to have been a non-relationship. He 
could not force the two-way bond called “faith” upon them. He offered it, they refused. 

 

No wonder he could not “perform any mighty deed there.”                               John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings July 9th through July 15th: 

               

Mon:      Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Ps 145:2-9; Mt 9:18-26     

Tue:  Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Ps 115:3-10; Mt 9:32-38 

Wed:    Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Ps 105:2-7; Mt 10:1-7 

Thur: Hos 11:1-4, 8c-9; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16; Mt 10:7-15 

Fri:     Hos 14:2-10; Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17; Mt 10:16-23 

Sat: Is 6:1-8; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Mt 10:24-33 

Sun:   Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-14; Eph 1:13-14; Mk 6:7-13 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

7/15/18 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Dino Baldes 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
7/1                                                                                                  $2388.56 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Happenings:  
 

 

7/8:    Rosary @ 8:20am 
          Coffee and donuts  

                   

7/13:   Adoration & Mass  

 

7/14:   Music Practice 3pm 
 

8/19:   Tri-parish picnic: 
            Hosted by Holy Rosary 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. July classes continue on 
7/9 & 7/16. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or reli-
gious education classes for the fall, please call the 
religious education office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.                      Praise Him now and always! 

Vita Nova Coffee 

 

The coffee shop is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 2:30-
5pm. Come enjoy a 
free cup of coffee! 

  

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, spe-
cial occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special 
gift. Cards are available at  the office. Diocesan guide-

line is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Favorite Page 
 
 

Add our website to your fa-
vorites page. Classes, 
events, and the bulletin are 
all on there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Singers/Drummers 
We would really like to have sing-

ing and drumming at every 5pm 
Mass. If you or any of your family 

members are gifted with this 

talent and would like to share 

with the parish every Sunday, 

please come to the 5pm Mass. 
The parish has a drum but we 

need people to share their talent! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

7/7: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Oscar Juroszek 
 

7/8:  9am St. Stephen’s   Jose & Bertha Chaves on their 45th anniversary
 11am St. Joseph’s   Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Rani Ridgely     
         

7/10: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Poor Souls in purgatory                
                          

7/11: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Poor Souls in purgatory       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service 
          

7/12: 7:15am St. Stephen’s    Gladys E. Trott Kamping         
                             

7/13: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Elma Smith Spoonhunter    
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 

7/14:    4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Justin Lee 
 

7/15: 9am St. Stephen’s   +Glenn Charles Heiser        
   11am St. Joseph’s  
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)        

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s  

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

Important Notice 
If you are planning a birthday party, baby shower or oth-

er family event and plan on using Eagle Hall, Keel Gym, 
Sister Incarnata Hall, or any church facility then you will 

need to contact Melissa in the parish office at least 20 

days prior to your event so we can obtain insurance 

coverage (at no cost to you) for the day of your gather-

ing. This is in accordance with the Diocese of Cheyenne 

policies. The rental fee and deposit will need to be paid at 

the time of reservations. Thank you! 

Music Ministry 

A reminder of the importance of participation during the liturgy: 
"Music does what words alone cannot do. It is capable of expressing 
a dimension of meaning and feeling that words alone cannot convey. 

While this dimension of an individual musical composition is often 
difficult to describe, its affective power should be carefully consid-
ered along with its textual component." 

-United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

Music practice is every Saturday at 3pm.  

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, 
pray for us! 


