
Death and Life 
“God did not make death.” 
The First Reading says this. Alright, then where did death come from? 
The reading says it entered the world through the devil’s envy. 
This is a puzzling thought, to be sure, but maybe we can understand it. First, what is envy, and 
how could it bring about death? Well, you and I have surely beheld what another person possesses. 
Our greedy eyes have looked at wealth or power or good looks or talent or strength or whatever 
else. The success of others might sting and make us fear our own smallness. We feel—well it is 
hard to describe what we feel. Anger, fear, panic, and who knows what else. 
We have green eyes. 
Satan says. “Evil, be thou my good”! He chooses envy, which brings death. 
Second, multiply that by a million. Now you see how the devil felt. He had been an archangel, 
perhaps the greatest being in God's creation—second only to God himself. But even angels have 
faults deeply stitched into their souls. Lucifer, as he was called then (meaning “light-bearer”), was 
dazzled by God's infinite greatness. However Lucifer did not like being only finitely great in com-
parison to the infinite God! So he developed an envy of God! An envy, which turned into a hatred 
of God’s goodness. A bottomless hatred. Like opposing poles of magnets, his opposition to God 
propelled him straightaway out of heaven. 
With a thud he landed on earth. Shame and loss tumbled him, back and forth, through the Garden 
of Bounty that God had created. This ex-angel now walked bestially in stunned silence amidst 
shimmering beauty, intricacy and innocence. 
Finally he came upon the most touching sight of all and it froze him in his tracks. He looked upon 
the first human beings, pure, unsullied. They were “imperishable, and made in God’s own image,” 
the First Reading says. The poet Milton imagines what the devil must have thought: 
O Hell! what do mine eyes with grief behold, … 
whom my thoughts pursue with wonder, and could love,  
so lively shines in them divine resemblance,  
and such grace the hand that formed them  
on their shape hath poured. …* 
The father of lies, in his woundedness, was tempted to “grab the thorns in order to get at the rose”: 
in other words, to conceive real love for these two, to recall the tenderness and care with which he 
himself was created. But anger and jealous rage knocked aside this temptation. Instead of loving 
them he seized them. “I can suck beauty and all its traces into myself,” he thought. “If I possess 
these I will have my goodness back. I can continue my war against God and I can win it all! Horror 
is a small price for what I will gain!” 
He was about to create death. 
Creating life is a very different matter. Let us understand what human life would be like without 
jealousy and envy. 
What came to be through him [i. e, Jesus] was life,  
and this life was the light  
of the human race. (Gospel) 
Jesus was humble, was content to be himself. He was not hostile. He grieved for others instead of 
for himself. Example: in Sunday’s Gospel, Jairus’ daughter is just “asleep,” he says. The crowd 
laughs. Asleep! What a joke. But, with God’s own assurance, Jesus knew that love is stronger than 
death. And so he walked through their ridicule, woke the dead girl, and nestled her into the deep 
rich love that had created her. 
Satan says. “Evil, be thou my good”! He chose envy, which brings death. 
Love brings life. 
To which company do we choose to belong?            John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings July 2nd through July 8th: 

               

Mon:      Am 2:6-10, 13-16; Ps 50:16b-23; Mt 8:18-22     

Tue:  Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1-2; Jn 20:24-29 

Wed:    Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7-13, 16-17; Mt 8:28-34 

Thur: Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8 

Fri:     Am 8:4-6, 9-12; Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131; Mt 9:9-13 

Sat: Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9, 11-14; Mt 9:14-17 

Sun:   Ez 2:2-5; Ps 123:1-4; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6a 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

7/8/18 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Aurora Baldes 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg & Sister Monica 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
6/24                                                                                                  $1640.56 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Happenings:  
 

 

7/1:    Rosary @ 8:20am 
          Coffee and donuts  

                   

7/6:   Adoration & Mass  

 

7/7:   Music Practice 3pm 
 

8/19: Tri-parish picnic: 
          Hosted by Holy Rosary 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish 
your child to be baptized. July classes are sched-
uled for 7/2, 7/9 & 7/16. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or reli-
gious education classes for the fall, please call the 
religious education office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.                      Praise Him now and always! 

Vita Nova Coffee 

 

The coffee shop is 
open Monday through 
Thursday from 2:30-
5pm. Come enjoy a 
free cup of coffee! 

  

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, spe-
cial occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special 
gift. Cards are available at  the office. Diocesan guide-

line is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Favorite Page 
 
 

Add our website to your fa-
vorites page. Classes, 
events, and the bulletin are 
all on there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Singers/Drummers 
We would really like to have sing-

ing and drumming at every 5pm 
Mass. If you or any of your family 

members are gifted with this 

talent and would like to share 

with the parish every Sunday, 

please come to the 5pm Mass. 
The parish has a drum but we 

need people to share their talent! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

6/30: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Grace & Rapheal Staebler 
 

7/1:  9am St. Stephen’s   Kenneth Addison 
 11am St. Joseph’s   +Marjorie Sheridan    
 5pm St. Stephen’s    Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people) 
         

7/3: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Ben Miller                 
                          

7/4: 8:00am St. Stephen’s   Special Intention       
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service 
          

7/5: 7:15am St. Stephen’s    +Peter Wysochansky         
                          

7/6: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   +Amelia Stream 
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 

7/7:    9am St. Stephen’s   Cathy Galitz    
 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Oscar Juroszek 
 

7/8: 9am St. Stephen’s         
   11am St. Joseph’s   Nee nii teenitooni’ (For the people)    
 5pm St. Stephen’s      

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s  

 

 

Baptism Classes 

The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

Important Notice 

If you are planning a birthday party, baby shower or other family event and plan on using Eagle 

Hall, Keel Gym, Sister Incarnata Hall, or any church facility then you will need to contact Melis-

sa in the parish office at least 20 days prior to your event so we can obtain insurance cover-

age (at no cost to you) for the day of your gathering. This is in accordance with the Diocese of 
Cheyenne policies. The rental fee and deposit will need to be paid at the time of reservations. 

Music Ministry 

A reminder of the importance of participation during the 
liturgy: 
"Music does what words alone cannot do. It is capable of 

expressing a dimension of meaning and feeling that 
words alone cannot convey. While this dimension of an 
individual musical composition is often difficult to de-

scribe, its affective power should be carefully consid-
ered along with its textual component." 
-United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

Music practice is every Saturday at 3pm. Please 

consider joining us! 


