Gone For Good?
Imagine the emotional turmoil inside the disciples.
• First he was here then he was gone. They had lived with Jesus in his public life and they had
loved it. Surely they thought it would last forever. But abruptly he was gone. They were not at
all prepared for the enormity of his torture and killing, the destruction of their lives, of their
friend and their Lord. Gone, gone, gone, gone.
• Then he was here again. We know how hard his resurrection was for the apostles. They
doubted it and rejected it, even as the women welcomed it with full hearts. He appeared many
times and kindly helped his followers to accept the fact that he was alive again.
• And then he was gone for good. When they had gotten used to his new presence, guess what.
The Ascension took place.* Gone gone, gone. This presents the obvious question. Does the
story really end with Jesus “gone,” ascended to heaven? The point of God's taking flesh had
been to show how completely present he always is to us, living in our material world. So now
has he absented himself forever by ascending? Are we back to where we started?
You and I must really look for the answer, because it contains the full Christian reality. We
can do it using the readings for this Sunday.
The First Reading is a continuation of Jesus' frequent predictions about sending the Holy
Spirit (Paraclete, Teacher, Comforter) to us after he has ascended to the Father. All who believe and who open their hearts will receive the Spirit.
Stay with this line of reasoning. What is the Spirit? Is it simply a dose of “grace” that we receive or earn in order to be holy? Or that Jesus and the Father send to give us a break? Or a
“help”? Or some kind of power coming from God?
None of these.
Listen well: the Holy Spirit is:
God.
Not a representative of God, not a dove that descends on us, not even a point of fire over our
heads. It is the complete, true reality of God. And it is marked by Jesus’ entire life, death and
resurrection, even as the Godhead is.
This Spirit quietly makes us able to say yes to faith, not by brutalizing us or overriding us but
by inviting us. The Second Reading and the Gospel are all about what your present writer
wants to call “respectful love.” I define respectful love as that which never over-powers us but
always respects our choice. Rather than a dictator, the Spirit wants to be a companion in our
lives, respecting our self, not contradicting it.
Jesus is with us, by means of the his own Spirit within us. He hopes we will accept the offer of
his Spirit. If we do, our souls will mingle with God's own reality and we will become a new
body for the incarnate God.
We are then called the “Mystical Body of Christ on earth.”
You reply, “well great, but why am I so weak in belief, so far from Christ, so prone to sin?
This Holy Spirit must be pretty anemic.”
No, and here again is the reason.
The Spirit always waits, waits, waits for us to receive life. Jesus is not gone, he is knocking at
our inner door. We can say no. But we can also say yes with our lives.
Through respectful love.
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings May 7th through May 13th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Jn 15:26-16:4a
Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11
Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; Jn 16:12-15
Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20
Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23a
Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23; Mk 16:15-20
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20; 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 17:11b-19

5/13/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Dino Baldes
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed

Happenings:
5/6: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts
after 9am Mass
5/11: NO Adoration or Mass

St. Margaret’s School
St. Margaret’s Catholic
School in Riverton has
openings for an Elementary
Principal and Elementary
Teachers for the 2018-2019
school year. Please contact
St. Margaret’s School office
for information on how to
apply at (307) 856-5922.

Alexandra Baldes
$2764.63

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your
child to be baptized. May classes are 5/7, 5/14, & 5/21.
Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.
If you have questions regarding baptism or religious
education classes, please call the religious education
office (856-7806 ext. 16).

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special gift.
Cards are available at the office. Diocesan guideline is
$10.00 for a Mass.

AA Meetings
Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s
8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Gamblers Anonymous
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861)

Christ Is Risen!

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Marjorie Sheridan
9am St. Stephen’s
Jana Warren
11am St. Joseph’s
+Norman Willow
5pm St. Stephen’s
Special Intention
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Communion Service
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
Communion Service
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Communion Service
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
No Mass or Communion Service
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service

Congratulations to those who are receiving the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion today!

Parish Collection

Monday
Wednesday
Saturday

5/8:
5/9:
5/10:
5/11:

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s

4/29

5/5:
5/6:

Indeed, He is Risen!

Thaddeus Fighting Bear
Theodore Janis

Elarrah Biannas

Shye Goggles
Alyiss Whiteplume

Caiydece Blackburn

Mary Roberts

Jamie Moss

Athena Moss

The parishioners of St. Stephen’s, St. Joseph’s, and Blessed Sacrament, along with the
religious and the staff of SSIM, express their condolences to Lucy Willow, Sarah Willow
and the entire family of +Norman Willow, Sr. Norman was a pillar of our church, serving
as youth minister, cleaning the church weekly for many years, orchestrating the annual
Easter egg hunt and overseeing many other parish activities. Norman’s absence among
our church family will be felt by all but we find comfort in the knowledge Norman was a
man of faith and undoubtedly is reunited in heaven with his father, +John, his ancestors
and was welcomed into heaven by Jesus himself. Norman was a good, good man….may
his memory be eternal!
Eternal rest grant unto Norman, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon him. May his
soul, and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.

