A Spirituality of the Ascension
The Ascension throws some important light on the mystery of love and intimacy.
What’s the Ascension?
It’s an event inside of the life of Jesus and the early church, a feast-day for Christians,
a theology, and a spirituality, all woven together into one amorphous bundle of mystery that we too seldom try to unpackage and sort out. What does the Ascension
mean?
Among other things, that the mystery of how we touch each other’s lives is strangely
paradoxical in that the wondrous life-giving power of arriving, touching another’s life,
speaking words that nurture, doing actions that build up, and giving life for another,
depends also upon eventually leaving, being silent, absorbing rather than actively doing, and giving our goodbye and death just as we once gave our presence and our life.
Presence depends too upon absence and there’s a blessing we can only give when we go
away.
That’s why Jesus, when bidding farewell to his friends before his ascension, spoke
these words: “It’s better for you that I go away.” “You will be sad now, but your sadness will turn to joy.” “Don’t cling to me, go instead to Galilee and I will meet you
there.”
How might we understand these words? How is it better that someone we love goes
away? How can the sadness of a goodbye, of a painful leaving, turn to joy?
This is something that’s hard to explain, though we experience it daily in our lives.
Allow me an example: When I was 22, in the space of four months, my father and
mother died, both still young. For myself and my siblings, the pain of their deaths was
searing. Initially, as with every major loss, what we felt was pain, severance, coldness,
helplessness, a new vulnerability, the loss of a vital life-connection, and, the brutality
and finality of something for which there is no preparation. There’s nothing warm,
initially, in any loss, death, or painful goodbye.
Time is a great healer (though there’s a lot more to this than simply what washes clean
or is anaesthetized by the passage of time). After a while—for me this took several
years—I didn’t feel a coldness any more. My parents’ deaths were no longer a painful
thing. Instead their absence turned into a warm presence, the heaviness gave way to a
certain lightness of soul inside me, their seeming incapacity to speak to me now turned
into a surprising new way of having their steady, constant word in my life, and the
blessing that they were never able to fully give me while they were alive began to seep
ever more deeply and irrevocably into the very core of my person. The same was true
for my siblings. Our sadness turned to joy and we began to find our parents again, in a
deeper way, in Galilee, namely, in those places where their spirits had flourished while
they were alive. They had ascended and we were the better for it.
R. Rolheiser
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am;
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings May 14th through May 20th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Acts 1:15-17. 20-26; Ps 113:1-8; Jn 15:9-17
Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a
Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36b; Jn 17:11b-19
Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11
Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20b; Jn 21:15-19
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4-5, 7; Jn 21:20-25
Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1ab, 24ac, 29bc-30, 31, 34; Gal 5:16-25; Jn 20:19-23

5/20/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Marilu Duncan
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

$2127.78

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola

Happenings:

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism

5/13: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and donuts
after 9am Mass

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your
child to be baptized. June classes are the 4th, 11th &
18th.

5/18: Adoration or Mass

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious
education classes for the fall, please call the religious
education office (856-7806 ext. 16).

St. Margaret’s School
St. Margaret’s Catholic
School in Riverton has
openings for an Elementary
Principal and Elementary
Teachers for the 2018-2019
school year. Please contact
St. Margaret’s School office
for information on how to
apply at (307) 856-5922.

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special gift.
Cards are available at the office. Diocesan guideline is
$10.00 for a Mass.

AA Meetings
Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday

5/15:
5/16:
5/17:
5/18:

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s

5/6

5/12:
5/13:

8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Gamblers Anonymous

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Philip McKee Eubanks, Sr.
9am St. Stephen’s
Missa Pro Populo
11am St. Joseph’s
First Communicants and their families
5pm St. Stephen’s
Heather & Alex’ Anniversary
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Communion Service
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
Communion Service
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Communion Service
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
Women Tours Bicyclists
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service

Important Notice
If you are planning a birthday party, baby shower or other family event and plan on using Eagle
Hall, Keel Gym, Sister Incarnata Hall, or any church facility then you will need to contact Melissa in the parish office at least 20 days prior to your event so we can obtain insurance coverage (at no cost to you) for the day of your gathering. This is in accordance with the Diocese of
Cheyenne policies. The rental fee and deposit will need to be paid at the time of reservations.

Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers,
grandmothers, aunts, godmothers and all who
serve the role as mother. God bless you all!

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.

Congratulations to those who are receiving the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion today!
Madisyn Sky Singer Arneach

LaDanian Joseph Brown

39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861)

Kayden Francis Smith

Marysa Jane Trumbull

Christ Is Risen!

Kendal Isabel Underwood

Surene Alyse Williams

Indeed, He is Risen!

