
Cutting Back 
     

The Gospel for this coming Sunday of Easter has a familiar story. Jesus, the vine, is rooted and 
stable and will always bring us all the nourishment we need. We are the dependent branches.  

 

Maybe you would like to stop there and contemplate such a rich image. Do so if you would 
like. 

 

Why? Because just beyond it there is the small matter of being pruned. To prune a plant is to 
cut parts of it off. Jesus mentions it twice in our Gospel reading: Speaking as the vine, he says 
that the Father 

 

 takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 
 and every one that does he prunes, 
 so that it bears more fruit. (Gospel) 

 

Ouch. If we bring forth no fruit, we “will be thrown out like a branch and wither.” If we bear 
some, we have to be pruned. We lose either way! 

 

And it is all our fault: 

 

If only I were a better person, if only I had done the right thing, if only the world were differ-
ent, if only I had been dealt a better hand in the game of life, or, or, or. If I weren’t so full of 
guilt I wouldn’t have to be pruned. It is all my fault! 
 

But guilt is a major feature of human life. “Everything goes wrong,” it says. To tell the truth, 
many people take the crucifixion as a direct result of their own sins. “I caused this. My sins 
killed Jesus.” This is not completely false, but it is out of control. How could your small sins 
take down the Lord of the universe? 

 

So could there be a better way to deal with guilt? Yes. 

 

First, decide whether you are bearing no fruit at all. None. If that is really and actually true, 
then get help from someone, because spiritually you are dying. Most of us do bear good 
fruit—it is just that we don’t recognize that we do. 

 

Second, with that settled, look at what pruning is. It is a way to make things better, make a 
better plant, a better tree, a better orchard. If you cut tired old branches from your Philoden-
dron, for instance, it will begin to thrive again, not wither. Pruning encourages new growth and 
the overall health of the plant or tree. 

 

Third, seen in that way, you and I do need to be trimmed regularly, don’t we? Here is an exam-
ple. Maybe unconsciously we have been thinking that we ourselves are the vine, independent of 
Christ, not just a branch. The reason pruning would help is not that we should be punished, 
but that pruning promotes health of the whole person, the whole garden, the whole orchard—
the mystical body of Christ. 

 

Can you trust the steadiness of Jesus’ gardener hand. Trust even while suffering? Drink in your 
overflowing share of trust at Sunday’s table of the Lord. Let the Word instruct you, let the 
body and blood of Christ, which was pruned to almost nothing, fill you and shape you.  

 

Then you can say to the Lord with the rest of us, go ahead, trim whatever gets in the way! I am 
not the vine, I am a branch. 

 

My job is not to be perfect, it is to remain in you, Christ, and to let you do good within me 
and through me and us.         John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 

 

Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM 
 

Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

 

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 

 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am; 
Anointing for anyone wishing to be anointed 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings April 30th through May 6th: 

               

Mon:      Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-5, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26     

Tue:  Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a 

Wed:    Acts 15:1-6, Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8 

Thur: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14 

Fri:     Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-12; Jn 15:12-17 

Sat: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:2, 3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 

Sun:   Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1-4; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

5/6/18 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Aurora Baldes 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg & Tom Kasper 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
4/22                                                                                   $2895.05 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Happenings:  
 

 

4/29:  Rosary @ 8:20am 
 

          Coffee and frybread  
          after 9am Mass 
 

          Soup Supper  
          after 5pm Mass 

 

5/4:    NO Adoration or Mass 
 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. April classes will continue on 
4/30 at 5:30pm. 
 

Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.  
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Christ Is Risen!                                Indeed, He is Risen! 

  

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special 
occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special gift. 
Cards are available at  the office. Diocesan guideline is 

$10.00 for a Mass. 

St. Margaret’s School 
 

St. Margaret’s Catholic 
School in Riverton has 
openings for an Elemen-
tary Principal and Ele-
mentary Teachers for the 
2018-2019 school year. 
Please contact St. Mar-
garet’s School office for 
information on how to 
apply at (307) 856-5922. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

4/28: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Kathleen Gibbons 

 

4/29:  9am St. Stephen’s   Sister Monica on her birthday       
 11am St. Joseph’s   Missa Pro Populo  
 5pm St. Stephen’s    Cathleen Galitz      
 

5/1: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Communion Service         
                         

5/2: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   Communion Service 
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service 
          

5/3: 7:15am St. Stephen’s    Communion Service          
                                

5/4: 5:00pm St. Stephen’s   No Mass or Communion Service 
 5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Congratulations to 
Iris Kelly Woltman 

& 
William Wyatt Oland. 

Iris and William are receiving their First Holy Communion 
at Blessed Sacrament today! Congratulations! 

 

 

A man went to the Pastor of his church and said, “I won’t be attending church anymore.”  

The Pastor said, “May I ask why?” 
The man replied, “I see people on their cell phones texting and typing during the service, some are 
gossiping, some just aren’t living right, some are sleeping, some are staring at me, they are all just 
hypocrites.” 

The Pastor was silent. Then he said, “Can I ask you to do something for me before you make your final 
decision?” 
He said, “Sure, what’s that?” 
The Pastor said, “Take a glass of water and walk around the church two times and don’t let any water 

fall out of the glass.” 
He said, “Yes, I can do that. He went and got the glass of water and walked around the church two 
times. He came back and said proudly, “It’s done.” 

The Pastor asked him these questions; “Did you see anybody on their phone?; Did you see anybody 
gossiping?; Was anybody living wrong?; Did you see anyone sleeping?” 
The man said, “ I didn’t see anything because I was so focused on this glass, so the water wouldn’t spill 
out.” 

He told him, “When you come to church, you should just be that focused on God, so that you don’t fall. 
That’s why Jesus said, ‘Follow Me’, He did not say follow them.” 

 

Don’t let your relationship with God be determined by how others relate with God. Let it be determined 
by how focused you are with God. 


