King? Really?
“Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion” has two main sections, which present a jarring contrast.
Often we do not notice this, because the first is so short. Let us look.
(1) Jesus as King:
First the presider blesses the palms, and then processes with them into church. Many of us have
thought of this important moment simply an addition to the regular mass. But it is much more.
First, an extra Gospel is read during this time. It depicts Jesus as a King. He rides an animal that
was always used for the entrance of royalty into a city: a colt, or as translations often have it, “a
donkey.” The disciples spread cloaks on the animal’s back, while crowds along the way lay their
cloaks onto the roadway. They strew palm branches out in order to soften the kingly person’s way.
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”!
Jesus is being portrayed as the true king of our lives! Priest and ministers process into the church
and to the altar, which can be seen as a commemoration of Christ’s entrance to Jerusalem.
(2) Jesus as Slave:
Now the Mass begins. For its Gospel we hear the Passion Reading according to Mark. We feel the
jarring contrast. Soldiers are ridiculing the so-called king, shouting in their rough voices the equivalent of “You fool, you think you are the King of the Jews”! They are not praising him, as the
people had along the way, but ridiculing this poor, outlandish captive. They jam a mocking crown
on his head. “King, are you”? They wrap a fake purple robe around his wounds—the color usually
reserved for rulers. They cackle like clowns and they spit on him.
What a kingdom this had turned out to be! Why would the King of Kings allow such degradation
to take place?
Look to the First Reading.
I did not refuse, did not turn away.
I gave my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who tore out my beard.
My face I did not hide from insults and spitting. (Isaiah 50:6)
These words, written centuries before the New Testament, seem to depict a passive surrender.
Would this have been appropriate for a king? You or I would have shouted, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me”? The Responsorial Psalm says exactly these words. Jesus will say them
from the cross.
Are they words of a king?
Look to the Second Reading. It gives a deep reflection on this question. It is the famous passage
from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, Chapter 2. Jesus did not regard being equal to God as something to cling to—for safety or for honor or for whatever other reason. God would exalt him later.
He would give himself for the sake of others, no matter what it cost. He was to become like a
slave, obedient even to death on the cross.
This is a complete opposite of kingliness as we think of it. For our televised, pleasure seeking
world, it is like a mockery of kingship.
But would we rather have had a self-centered ruler, one who looked out for himself only, while
claiming to do everything for the people? We can understand self-interest, but we hope against
hope for someone who will take our side, no matter what it costs.
Jesus is that true leader. He lets go of everything in allegiance to God and in service of the people.
Let us be silent.
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings March 26th through April 1st:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:

Sun:

Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11
Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-4a, 5-6ab, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21bcd-22, 31, 33-34; Mt 26:14-25
Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9; Ps 89:21-22, 25, 27; Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21
Is 52:13-53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25; Heb 4:14-16, 5:7-9; Jn 18:1-19:42
(1) Gn 1:1-2:2; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12-14, 24, 35; (2) Gn 22:1-18; Ps 16:5, 8-11;
(3) Ex 14:15-15:1; (Ps) Ex 15:1-6, 17-18; (4) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; (5)
Is 55:1-11; (Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4-6; (6) Bar 3:9-15, 32-4:4; Ps 19:8-11; (7) Ez 36:1617a, 18-28; Pss 42:3, 5, 43:3-4; (8) Rom 6:3-11; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
(9) Mk 16:1-7
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4; Mk 16:1-7
Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s

4/1/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Marilu Duncan
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham
Parish Collection

3/19

Events:

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your
child to be baptized. April classes will be on 4/16,
4/23, & 4/30 at 5:30pm.
Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.
If you have questions regarding baptism or religious
education classes, please call the religious education
office (856-7806 ext. 16).

3/25: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and Donuts
after 9am Mass
3/25: Soup Supper after 5pm
Mass

Please see insert for
the Holy Week
schedule!
Egg Hunt
If you would like to donate
anything- plastic eggs, candy, or prefilled eggs- for the
annual egg hunt after the
9am Mass then please bring
to the office by Wednesday
or bring to the church by
8am on Easter Sunday!

$2323.67

Pilgrimage
Patti Stalley is making a Pilgrimage to Medjugorje.
She has graciously offered to carry any intentions to
Our Lady. There is an envelope and notebook in the
entrance of the church if you would like to write down
your intentions. Patti will seal the envelope and carry
the intentions with her on her pilgrimage. Thanks,
Patti, for offering to do this. God bless you!

Praised be Jesus Christ!

3/24:
3/25:
3/27:
3/28:
3/29:
3/30:
3/31:

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Christopher Heiser
9am St. Stephen’s
+Delores Kroutch
11am St. Joseph’s
For the people
5pm St. Stephen’s
+Vincent Johnson
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Cory Wempen
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
Peggy Quinlivan
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
5:30pm St. Joseph’s
+Susan Johnston
7:00pm St. Stephen’s
Sharon Campbell
3:00m St. Stephen’s
Good Friday Service
5:30pm St. Joseph’s
Good Friday Service
8:30pm St. Stephen’s
Easter Vigil

Important notice from the Diocesan office
Stephen Tarleton Dougherty, a former Catholic priest of the Diocese of Corpus Christi, Texas and former member of the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity, was convicted in Texas of raping a
teenage girl in 2011. We are notifying the people within the Diocese of Cheyenne because he also served
at St. Ann Parish in Saratoga from November 2003 until December 2004. As a Diocese we reaffirm
our commitment to the safety of all God’s children. Together let us be vigilant in providing a safe environment and praying for all victims of clergy sexual abuse. If anyone has experienced abuse by a
member of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, please contact Fr. Carl Gallinger,
Vicar General, at (307) 638-1530.
Pilgrimage to El Santuario de Chimayo
Karen & Howard Brown and family will be making their annual
pilgrimage to Chimayo, New Mexico. They will travel on
Wednesday and Thursday and walk to the church on Good
Friday. All parishioners will be remembered in prayer but if you
would like them to carry a specific intention for you or your family on their pilgrimage then please contact Melissa in the parish
office. If you would like to learn more about this Pilgrimage site
then please visit: http://www.elsantuariodechimayo.us

Easter Lilies
If you would like to donate lilies in memory or
honor of someone please
bring to the church by
Friday. Mass will be offered for your loved one
on April 15th. Thank you
and God bless you!

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Religious Education Classes

Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special gift.
Cards are available at the office. Diocesan guideline is
$10.00 for a Mass.

Praise Him now and always!

Classes are during the 11am Mass.

Confirmation
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass.

Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.

