Coming To Pieces
A tiny grain finds itself planted deep in the soil, with its small self tucked into complete
darkness. And yet it is fearless. It is sheltered by the tough, safe shell that is its home. The
seed belongs there, and it knows it. In quiet. In growth.
Then calamity.
The shelter turns tight and invading and painful. Our growing seed is shocked. Its protector is opposing it, holding it back. Crushing it. Suddenly, as if planned from all eternity,
the husky shell cracks right open.
“Wait, wait, I need you! You know how I depend on you! Wait!”
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The seed goes to pieces. What is left of it copes somehow, crazily extending a new, thin
arm outward and “steady by jerks” slithers its whole self through the cracks in its shell. It
has to get out. It dares its way into the rough, cold mud. How foolish and shaming. Stay
where safety was, you fool!
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The transforming little self slowly takes on an unexpected new life. It dares a new home
now, in, surprisingly, the slippery soil. It moves with caution and upwards it goes.
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But there is much in its path, including a huge, unmovable rock. A jagged, rough, uncaring
rock, heedless of tiny green shoots.
And so the story ends, doesn't it?
Except that the former seed appears to have will power. It is seeking something—urging
itself toward some objective, rooting its way with intuitive ambition.

Fingering along the brutal under-edge of the rock, fearful and with rending pain, and after
what seems like years, it achieves the far edge of this gnarly thing and guess what. It starts
upward again.
Now there are hard clods to press through, and pebbles aplenty. The higher it goes the
more dry the surrounding soil becomes. The top crust of ground, at last achieved, forbids
any penetration. It is an ultimate, intractable, stupefying barrier.
And now the story does end.
Except for one voice from deep within. Push. Push, it whispers. I am with you. The
young sprout feels around for just a thinnest lesion in the tough upper skin. With a certainty that now is written on its heart, this vine-to-be breaks through to where it was
meant to be. In a heaven of light and warmth, bathed in the sun’s astonishing rays, our
plant stretches and yawns in the wafting breezes of Spring.
It is just like our own journey, isn’t it? Dark corridors can sometimes seem to be our only
life.
But Jesus says, do not worry, child, trust me. “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground
and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit” (Gospel).
This is the real conclusion to our story, isn't it?
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings March 19th through March 25th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Lk 2:41-51a
Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; (Ps) Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9; Jn 8:51-59
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42
Ez 37:21-28; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Jn 11:45-56
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18a, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1-15:47

3/25/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Melissa Brown and Carol Kellogg
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Sister Monica
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

$2377.00

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your
3/18: Rosary @ 8:20am
child to be baptized. March classes continue on the
Coffee and Donuts
19th. Classes are at 5:30pm.
after 9am Mass
Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.
3/21: Chrism Mass-Cheyenne If you have questions regarding baptism or religious
education classes, please call the religious education
3/23: Adoration
Stations of the Cross 5:30 office (856-7806 ext. 16).

3/25: Soup Supper after 5pm
Mass

AA Meetings
Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s

Monday
FORMED
Wednesday
Visit formed.org and use our Saturday
parish code 6Y749F!

8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Gamblers Anonymous

Favorite Page
Add our website to your
favorites page. Classes,
events, and the bulletin are
all on there:

www.saintstephensmission.com

Praised be Jesus Christ!

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Neal, Sr. family
9am St. Stephen’s
+Austin Goggles
11am St. Joseph’s
For the people
5pm St. Stephen’s
+Rev. Demetrius Wysochansky, OBM
7:15am St. Stephen’s
+John Cunningham
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
No Mass today
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
No Mass today
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
Glenn Heiser
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service & Stations of the cross

Important notice from the Diocesan office

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola

Events:

3/20:
3/21:
3/22:
3/23:

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s

3/11

3/17:
3/18:

39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861)
Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special gift.
Cards are available at the office. Diocesan guideline is
$10.00 for a Mass.

Praise Him now and always!

Fr. Charles Gormly was ordained a priest in 1935 for the Diocese of Cheyenne. He left the diocese in 1944, never to return. He died in 1968. Recently, credible allegations of sexual abuse
were brought against Fr. Gormly in Minnesota where he had served in various parishes. We
are notifying the people within the Diocese of Cheyenne because he also served here. As a
Diocese we reaffirm our commitment to the safety of all God’s children. Together let us be
vigilant in providing a safe environment and praying for all victims of clergy sexual abuse.
Pilgrimage
Patti Stalley is making a Pilgrimage to
Medjugorje. She has graciously offered to
carry any intentions to Our Lady. There is an
envelope and notebook in the entrance of the
church if you would like to write down your
intentions. Patti will seal the envelope and
carry the intentions with her on her pilgrimage. Thanks, Patti, for offering to do this.
Blessings on her and those traveling with her
to Medjugorje!

St. Joseph’s Day, March 19th
In honor of the feast of St. Joseph,
we again have a St. Joseph’s table
set up to collect bread, baked,
goods etc… The table is set up and
baked items will be collected at both
Sunday Masses at St. Stephen’s.
All donations will be distributed to
the elderly and poor tomorrow.
Thank you and God Bless.

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Religious Education Classes
Classes are during the 11am Mass.

Confirmation
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass.

Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.

