Light From Light
Probably I have told you this story before, but it bears on Sunday’s readings. The incident
happened a long time ago, just before I was ordained. For some reason which I cannot
remember I had been chosen, as yet unordained, to give the Easter Vigil homily at the
hugely packed College Church at Saint Louis University.
There was a complication, of course. I was scheduled to be on my ordination retreat at
the very same time. So I rode with four other Jesuits from the retreat place way out in the
countryside, into the city, into the church, into the sacristy, into an alb, out to the altar.
Need I say that I was very nervous since I had only given a few homilies before in my life.
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It happened that a huge thunderstorm had struck just the night before. I had watched it
from the six foot high glass doors of the retreat house. If you are not from the Midwestern part of the United States you may not know the brutality of our storms. Dark rain
pouring, volcanic lightning flashes blistering forth in naked power. Every single smallest
detail of the landscape visible for seconds, as if twenty thousand florescent lights had suddenly flashed on and then off again. The tremendous power humbled me about my upcoming duties.
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Its radiation reminded me of what God told the prophet: “Do not look at me directly as I
pass by; the sight is too much for your eyes.” We are too small, in other words.
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Easter Vigil had a much more humane version of light. The big Candle was lighted from
a fire at the back and then the large assembly lit their small tapers gradually from the one
Easter flame. Because I was in the sanctuary I could witness the soft light spreading forth
from these countless miniature candles, combining the crowd into a gentle oneness, a
hearth of faces. Wrinkles forgiven, comforting glow making each face a vessel which held
deep inside itself the quiet light of the Lord.
Such a contrast: thunderous power followed so quickly by the warmth and tenderness of
small light. It enacted the true contrast between God’s transcendent greatness—too much
for human eyes—and Jesus’ peaceful love. He absolved wrinkles and crippled legs and
unseeing eyes, our glimpse of the awe-filled intensity of God-the-infinite through our
tiny, finite eyes. Jesus is God as one of us. He is lightning is turned into candle glow.
Alright, you say, that is very interesting, but what about this week’s Gospel? Ok, in the
Transfiguration, Jesus the small light reversed himself and showed up as God the infinite
fire. My meager encounter with lightning was nothing compared to this. Why did such a
frightening transformation take place?
One appealing speculation would be that Jesus needed to show them (and us) the true
connection of light to light. At the very center of each bolt of lightning is the same stuff
that gently covers our faulty faces and makes them glow. God cannot unmake himself and
put out the light that he is. But he can filter it and offer it to anyone who will look …
… and occasionally remove the veil so we don’t forget what we are seeing.
John Foley, SJ

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s Church
332-4415

St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, His gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings for February 26th through March 4th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

2/24:
2/25:

Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8-9, 11-13; k 6:36-38
Is 1:1-10. 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21,23’ Mt 23:1-12
Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28
Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31
Gn 37:3-4; 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Es 20:1-17; Ps 19:8-11; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25

2/27:
2/28:
3/1:
3/2:

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
3/4/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Jim Cunningham
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

2/18

$1707.26

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola

Events:
2/25:Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and Donuts
after 9am Mass
Soup Supper after the
5pm Mass

3/2:Stations of the Cross 5:30

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your
child to be baptized. March classes are the 5th, 12th &
19th. Classes are at 5:30pm.
Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.
If you have questions regarding baptism or religious
education classes, please call the religious education
office (856-7806 ext. 16).

AA Meetings
Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday

8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Gamblers Anonymous
Favorite Page
Add our website to your
favorites page. Classes,
events, and the bulletin are
all on there:

www.saintstephensmission.com

Praised be Jesus Christ!

39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861)
Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, gift or in memory of someone is a special gift.
Cards are available at the office. Diocesan guideline is
$10.00 for a Mass.

Praise Him now and always!

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament For the people
9am St. Stephen’s
Laura Mamot
11am St. Joseph’s
Special intention
5pm St. Stephen’s
+Robert Warren
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Jean Watt
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
All those in mourning
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Special intention
5:00pm St. Stephen’s
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service & Stations of the cross

The Diocese of Cheyenne has an opening for the Chancellor position. The Chancellor assists the Diocesan Bishop in the administration of the Diocese. The
Chancellor serves as the principal ecclesiastical notary of the Diocese and as a
notary public. Submit an application, letter of Interest and a current resume by
mail, e-mail, online, or in person by February 28, 2018 to: Tammy Skala, Human Resource Director, Diocese of Cheyenne, 2121 Capitol Ave, Cheyenne, WY
82001, Office: 307-638-1530 - tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org - Find all information online, including complete job description and application:
www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/employment.html

Important Notice
If you are planning a birthday party, baby shower or other
family event and plan on using Eagle Hall, Keel Gym, Sister
Incarnata Hall, or any church facility then you will need to
contact Melissa in the parish office at least 20 days prior to
your event so we can obtain insurance coverage (at no cost
to you) for the day of your gathering. This is in accordance
with the Diocese of Cheyenne policies. The rental fee and
deposit will need to be paid at the time of reservations.

Rosaries
Many people spend hours
making rosaries and send
them to the Mission. Please
remember to pray with them
and offer a prayer for those
who donate them.
FORMED
Visit formed.org and use our
parish code 6Y749F!

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Congratulations to TheAllen Dixey who will receive the
Sacrament of Baptism today!
Religious Education Classes
Classes are during the 11am Mass.

Confirmation
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass.

