
Eat Up 

 

A Jesuit friend of mine, who happens to be Polish-American, once invited me to dinner at his 
mother’s house. This sounded quite agreeable. The only instruction I was given beforehand 
was, do not refuse second helpings. 
I was young and skinny and I knew I would even accept thirds. But polish mothers take great 
pride in their traditional foods and in the many, many large bowls they serve up. All different 
foods, all delicious, all astonishingly filling. I ate and ate and ate until … 
the fearful moment arrived. 
Here, have some more, oh my goodness you don’t have anything on your plate, take some of 
this, and this. You are going to starve. You won’t be ready for dessert if you don’t eat your 
meal! 
Luckily I did not roll my eyes. I took a portion of each, as little as I could politely do, then 
dealt with the really delicious dessert. I took my stuffed self away from the table, graced with 
a new Polish mother, and with a nap on the couch. 
Why do I tell you this? Because Simon’s mother-in-law in the Gospel must have been just like 
this gracious woman. I’m sure the mother-in-law would be hustling and bustling, stirring up 
welcome, dish after dish after dish if she were here today. 
Jesus seemed to be immersed in his new career of preaching, curing, driving out unclean spir-
its, showing the great tenderness of God for people. But when he and the apostles stopped by 
one day, Simon’s relative was ill and helpless. How much out of character it was for this take-
charge woman to crumple and just observe her guests. He took her hand and without ceremo-
ny healed her. He lifted her up from her sickness—and then she waited on them”! (Didn’t I 
say Simon had a Polish mother?) 
By contrast, in the First Reading we hear ancient words of Job, who does nothing in this read-
ing but complain because everything has been taken away from him. “My life is like the 
wind,” he says; “I shall not see happiness again.” 
I have been assigned months of misery, 
and troubled nights have been allotted to me. 
If in bed I say, “When shall I arise?” then the night drags on; 
I am filled with restlessness until the dawn. 
Many of us recognize such words from our own lives. And Job lost more than sleep. He had 
formerly been prosperous, with a wife and servants, children, land, livestock, and a sterling 
reputation to boot. 
I rescued the poor who cried out for help,  
the orphans, and the unassisted, … 
the heart of the widow I made joyful, … 
I was eyes to the blind, 
and feet to the lame was I (see Job 29:12). 
Did he deserve such huge deprivations? For that matter, did Jesus deserve losing not only his 
frequent meals with people, his preaching and curing and befriending? When he hung on the 
cross could he remember his mother’s meals? 
This much we do know: loss is part of life. The blessings we are given can drop and shatter. 
Instead of overeating, so many today starve. 
God knows this too. He stays with us either way. God is “Father and fondler of heart he has 
wrung,” to quote the poet Hopkins. Instead of  “erasing trouble,” Christ lets his love do the 
job of consolation. 
Be with God.                                              John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for February 5th through February 11th: 

               

Mon:      1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Ps 132:6-10; Mk 6:53-56     

Tue:  1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Ps 84:3-5, 10-11; Mk 7:1-13 

Wed:    1 Kgs 10:1-10; Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40; Mk 7:14-23 

Thur: 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Ps 106:3-4, 35-37, 40; Mk 7:24-30 

Fri:     1 Kgs 11:29-32, 12:19; Ps 81:10-15; Mk 7:31-37 

Sat: 1 Kgs 12:26-32, 13:33-34; Ps 106:6-7, 19-22; Mk 8:1-10 

Sun:   Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11; 1 Cor 10:31-11:1; Mk 1:40-45   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

2/11/18 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Dino Baldes 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan & Tom Kasper  

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
1/28                                                                                   $1728.03 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 
 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Events:  
 

 

2/4:   Rosary @ 8:20am 

 

         Coffee and Donuts  
         after 9am Mass 
 

2/13: Interfaith Prayer Service 
         Cheyenne 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Classes for February will be: 
2/5, 2/12, 2/19 @ 5:30-6:30pm. 
 

Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.  
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ!                   Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Favorite Page 

 

Add our website to your fa-
vorites page. Classes, 
events, and the bulletin are 
all on there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

FORMED 

Visit formed.org and use our 
parish code 6Y749F! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

2/3: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Karen King  

 

2/4:  9am St. Stephen’s   Special intention       
 11am St. Joseph’s   For the people    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Colleen Weakland  
 

2/6: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Thurlo Jenkins          
                   

2/7: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Special Intention 
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

2/8: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Anna Wolfe              
                             

2/9: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Mary Herrera    
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

You are invited! Please consider 
coming to the Interfaith Prayer Ser-
vice, at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Febru-
ary 13, 2018, 7:00am to 7:45am. 
There will be a breakfast/reception to 
follow in Hartmann Hall. 

 

We will offer praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God for our state legislators 
and all government officials and will 
pray for God’s grace to be with them 
during the budget session as they 
work for the common good of the 
people of Wyoming. 

The Diocese of Cheyenne has an opening for the Chancellor position.  The Chan-
cellor assists the Diocesan Bishop in the administration of the Diocese.  The 
Chancellor serves as the principal ecclesiastical notary of the Diocese and as a 
notary public.  Submit an application, letter of Interest and a current resume by 
mail, e-mail, online, or in person by February 28, 2018 to:  Tammy Skala, Hu-
man Resource Director, Diocese of Cheyenne, 2121 Capitol Ave, Cheyenne, WY  
82001, Office: 307-638-1530 - tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org  - Find all infor-
mation online, including complete job description and application: 
www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/employment.html 

Important Notice 

If you are planning a birthday party, baby shower or 
other family event and plan on using Eagle Hall, Keel Gym, 
Sister Incarnata Hall, Parish Hall (Blessed Sacrament 
and St. Joseph’s) or any church facility then you will 

need to contact Melissa in the parish office or Sister 
Teresa at least 20 days prior to your event so we can 
obtain insurance coverage (at no cost to you) for the day 
of your gathering. This is in accordance with the Diocese 

of Cheyenne policies. The rental fee and deposit will need 
to be paid at the time of reservations. Thank you! 

mailto:tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org
http://www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/employment.html

