
Be Made Clean 

 

Do the spiritual life and the liturgical year coincide? 
Yes. But in what way? 
In the following I do not mean to leave aside the most crucial elements of liturgy: 
Ritual,  
Symbol 
Sacrament  
Community  
Communion 
Real presence  
The body of Christ 
Through all these we grow to know him “more clearly, love him more dearly, follow him 
more nearly” (Richard of Chichester). 
But the purpose of the reflections I write each week is to underline the deep spirituality of the 
readings we hear each Sunday. So it makes sense to look for a spiritual connection with this 
week’s scripture. 
I will make a general remark about Sunday readings and then apply it to the ones from this 
Sunday. 
The Sunday Gospel readings are told by Mark this year (last year by Matthew). Mark is di-
rect and uses fewer words. He always helps us get the texture of the story, to listen with our 
imaginations, and to let Jesus’ life enter in. He has many concrete details. For instance, last 
week Jesus did not just “cure” Peter’s mother-in-law, he “grasped her hand, and helped her 
up.” And when Jesus stills the storm at sea, he is not just “in the boat,” but, according to 
Mark he is “at the stern” of it. And he is not just asleep, but sleeping “on a cushion”! 
Imagination can happen especially if you or I take some time before we get to Sunday Mass 
(perhaps using the present website!) to understand and pray the readings! 
Alright, what about Mark’s Gospel this coming Sunday? A man walks up to Jesus covered 
with scales and scabs. According to prescriptions (found in our First Reading) the man 
should “dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp.” Thus, as long as the sores are on 
him he should ring a bell and cry “Unclean, unclean!” In approaching Jesus in the manner he 
does, the man is committing a terrible social blunder and he may be breaking the law too! 
In the face of all this, Jesus is not repulsed or shocked, he is “moved with pity.” Just three 
words, but they tell us so much. 
Then a wonderful statement from the leper. “If you want to, you can make me clean.” What? 
Of course our savior wants to! Yet these words are a confession of faith on the part of the 
leper. Where did he get this trust of Jesus? Maybe his spiritual life had already begun. 
Jesus’ remarkable answer: “I do want to.” 
Direct, honest, so revealing of God. The whole life of Jesus consists of a desire to give to 
people who are in trouble and who believe, even if they have only a small faith by which to 
receive, as well as large wounds. 
In an extraordinary move, Jesus stretches out his hand and touches the man. As noted, the 
ancients thought that Leprosy was communicable, and at the very least disgusting. But Jesus 
touched him with care and said, “Be made clean.” Our spiritual life consists of being “made 
clean,” no matter how disgusting our failings may be. We must receive Jesus’ touch, especially 
his touch upon our souls. 
So, here in the very first chapter of Mark, we find Jesus extending his mercy toward the leper 
and toward each of us. Spirituality and the Gospel have coincided. 
Look for more of the same as we make our way through Mark’s Gospel.           John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for February 12th through February 18th: 

               

Mon:      Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76; Mk 8:11-13     

Tue:  Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-15, 18-19; Mk 8:14-21 

Wed:    Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6a, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2, Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thur: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 

Fri:     Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6a, 18-18; Mt 9:14-15 

Sat: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 

Sun:   Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

2/18/18 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Marilu Duncan 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg & Sr. Monica 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
2/4                                                                                   $2391.34 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Events:  
 

 

2/11: Rosary @ 8:20am 

 

         Coffee and Donuts  
         after 9am Mass 
 

2/13: Interfaith Prayer Service 
         Cheyenne 

 

2/23-2/24 Ladies Retreat with  
    Sister Therese Steiner SCL 
    (Please see flyer on bulletin board.) 
            

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Classes for March will be posted.  
 

Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.  
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ!                   Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Important Notice 

If you are planning a birthday party, baby shower or other fam-
ily event and plan on using Eagle Hall, Keel Gym, Sister Incarna-
ta Hall, or any church facility then you will need to contact 
Melissa in the parish office at least 20 days prior to your event 

so we can obtain insurance coverage (at no cost to you) for the 
day of your gathering. This is in accordance with the Diocese of 
Cheyenne policies. The rental fee and deposit will need to be 
paid at the time of reservations. Thank you! 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

2/10: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Charles Montoya    

 

2/11:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Veronica Moss       
 11am St. Joseph’s   For the people    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Colleen Weakland  
 

2/13: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Lena Felter Brown         
                         

2/14: 5:30pm St. Stephen’s   +Kymbrlee Smith 
 5:30 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service & Distribution of ashes   
          

2/15: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Steve J. Kuzner           
                                

2/16: 5:30pm St. Stephen’s   Stations of the cross (No Mass today)    
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service & Stations of the cross

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

You are invited! Please consider 
coming to the Interfaith Prayer Ser-
vice, at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Febru-
ary 13, 2018, 7:00am to 7:45am. 
There will be a breakfast/reception to 
follow in Hartmann Hall. 

 

We will offer praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God for our state legislators 
and all government officials and will 
pray for God’s grace to be with them 
during the budget session as they 
work for the common good of the 
people of Wyoming. 

Ash Wednesday Services 
 

St. Stephen’s:  
5:30pm Mass & distribution of ashes 
 
St. Joseph’s:  
5:30pm Communion service and  
distribution of ashes. 
 
You may stop by the office anytime on 
Ash Wednesday and receive ashes. 

 

The Diocese of Cheyenne has an opening for the Chancellor position.  The Chan-
cellor assists the Diocesan Bishop in the administration of the Diocese.  The 
Chancellor serves as the principal ecclesiastical notary of the Diocese and as a 
notary public.  Submit an application, letter of Interest and a current resume by 
mail, e-mail, online, or in person by February 28, 2018 to:  Tammy Skala, Hu-
man Resource Director, Diocese of Cheyenne, 2121 Capitol Ave, Cheyenne, WY  
82001, Office: 307-638-1530 - tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org  - Find all infor-
mation online, including complete job description and application: 
www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/employment.html 

mailto:tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org
http://www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/employment.html

