Into The Hands Of Love
On this Epiphany Sunday we hear a classic story about innocence in the midst of evil,
innocence betrayed by those who should have cared.
The Gospel begins by referring to the fact that a guiltless child has been born. Angels in
their rapture paint the sky with song. Shepherds hear and come a-running. The star pulls
magi out of far lands to run and see. A beautiful, humble scene, giving such joy to all
created beings.
Or at least to most of them. Our story contains another reaction as well. Jealousy. Herod
feels a spasm of it when the magi ask their simple, trusting question.
Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.
Newborn king? Star rising? Herod, like the magi, should have been filled with joy at this
news. But no. Instead, he is “greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” I suppose it
would be like envoys from outer space visiting the White House to tell the president that
they had selected a different ruler to take his place.
Cunning Herod does not show his distress to the magi but instead hatches a plan. He has
never been very interested in his people, so now he seeks only information. He rushes the
Jewish chief priests and scribes together and demands to know where this Messiah person
is supposed to be born.
“In Bethlehem of Judea,” they answer. “God promised that a ruler would come from
there, one who is to shepherd his people Israel.” It was the very good shepherd that God
had been pledging for ages. Innocent hearts rejoice.
But Herod acts quickly. He oils his way back to the magi and suckers them with a story
about Bethlehem. Oozing charm he lures them into a promise of information about the
child. He wants to give homage too, he lies, whereas his aim is simple: get rid of the competition.
The magi travel on to Bethlehem and give true homage to Jesus. Herod finds out nothing
from them because they go back home by a different route, warned by God in a dream.
That is the story. What are we to learn from it?
For myself, I wonder if you or I can retain something of innocence in today’s world? If
“darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples” (First Reading), maybe
Herod’s plan is the only smart way out. Lie, cheat, kill.
Isn’t the Church today engulfed in sins of priests and bishops and lay persons, who betray
the youths they vowed to protect? Isn’t the world steeped in self interest? What makes us
so sure we would not follow Herod’s example in detail if the opportunity presented itself? Where is our hope?
You will find it in the First Reading. Yes, it is dark outside, that reading says, but light
shines into the darkness. If we bother to look at the light, at the child in a manger, we
will take on some of the Godly glow we will find there. Our lives will settle down and
our goals will become simple. By putting ourselves into the hands of love, Christ’s light
will stay alight, sheltered like a candle in the wind.
Innocence in the midst of evil. Innocence betrayed by those who should have cared. But
now you see why the Epiphany is actually a story of great hope.
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings for January 8th through January 14th:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

1/6:
1/7:

Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b, 9b-20; Mk 1:7-11
1 Sm 1:9-20; (ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8; Mk 1:21-28
1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2-5, 7-10; Mk 1:29-39
1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 25-26; Mk 1:40-45
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 2:1-12
1 Sm 9:1-14, 17-19, 10:1a; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42

1/9:
1/10:
1/11:
1/12:

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
1/14/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Linda Bebout
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
Parish Collection

12/31

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament For the people
9am St. Stephen’s
James & Phyllis Penzien
11am St. Joseph’s
Blanche Ridgely & Family
5pm St. Stephen’s
+Tom Smith
7:15am St. Stephen’s
+Lewis Heiser
5pm St. Stephen’s
+Leandro P. Rizzuto
5:15 St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Mark & Christine Heiser
5pm St. Stephen’s
Benjamin Roman
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
“Have you seen
the way children
make the sign of
the Cross? We
must teach them
how to do it well,
because that is
how Mass begins,
that is how life
begins, that is how
the day begins!

TBA

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola

Events:

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism

1/7: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and Donuts
after 9am Mass
1/10: Finance Council Meeting
Favorite Page
Add our website to your favorites page. Classes,
events, and the bulletin are
all on there:

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your
child to be baptized. Classes for January will be on:
1/8, 1/15 & 1/22..
Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.
If you have questions regarding baptism or religious
education classes, please call the religious education
office (856-7806 ext. 16).

We all love our animals but please note
that only service dogs
are allowed in the
church. Thank you for
your understanding.

Pope Francis,
November 8, 2017

AA Meetings
Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s

Monday
Wednesday
www.saintstephensmission.com Saturday
Having Mass offered for an
anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, Christmas gift or in
memory of someone is a special gift. Cards are available at
the office.

Rosaries
Many people spend hours making rosaries and send them to the
Mission. Please remember to
pray with them and offer a prayer for those who donate them.

8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Gamblers Anonymous
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861)
FORMED
Visit formed.org and use our parish code
6Y749F!

Christ Is Born. Let Us Adore Him!

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.
Religious Education Classes
Classes are during the 11am Mass.

Confirmation
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass.

