
Responding 

 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we had direct instructions about our lives, like the ones in 
the First Reading and the Gospel? Instead of going around in a fog and trying our best to 
remember how to live, maybe how to pray once in a while, and to get to Mass at least on 
Sunday, wouldn’t it be great to be caught up into a command that focused our lives, drew 
us on like a far-shining star? 

 

Yes. But notice that in the First Reading Jonah was quite repelled by the call God gave 
him. And in the Gospel the disciples surely had no idea what they were getting into when 
they dropped everything and followed Jesus. Would they have been so quick if they had 
known about the crucifixion? 

 

It is probably best to begin with the beginning of Jonah’s story (Jonah, 1:1), which is 
several chapters earlier than our present reading.  

 

There God says to Jonah, “Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and preach against it; 
their wickedness has come up before me.” Jonah does exactly the opposite, like a house 
cat does sometimes. He drops everything and races off to Joppa and boards a ship to 
Tarshish, apparently trying get as far from God’s words as possible. 

 

So God sends a terrible storm. Jonah admits to the crew that he is fleeing God. He says, 
“Pick me up and hurl me into the sea and then the sea will calm down for you, for I 
know that this great storm has come upon you because of me.” When nothing else works, 
with great reluctance, they toss him overboard. The sea turns quiet. Jonah in turn is swal-
lowed by a “large fish,” usually referred to in tradition as a whale (Jon 2:1). 

 

Residence there gives Jonah plenty of time for retrospection. He prays a psalm-like prayer 
about what he has done. God hears him and saves him and tells him a second time to go 
to the great and sinful city of Nineveh to announce the Lord’s message. Jonah submits at 
last and in today’s First Reading the whole city is converted. 

 

Why in the world didn’t Jonah just follow God’s command instead of running off in the 
opposite direction? One speculation is that Jonah did not want Nineveh, the pagan city, 
to convert and be saved because this city was an enemy of the Hebrews. But you and I 
both know what it is like to run from what God asks, so we can make our own specula-
tions. 

 

As for the apostles (Gospel), they didn’t run away at all. They followed Jesus almost 
blindly. Possibly they wanted political action. With Jesus’ gentle guidance they found out 
gradually what following the Messiah really meant. Whereas Jonah had imagined the 
worst and run away, the apostles imagined the best and ran to follow Jesus. As it hap-
pened, they ran into the worst: the passion and crucifixion. Lucky for us all, the resurrec-
tion followed since suffering seems to be inevitable in human life, and here was an an-
swer. 

 

Question: are you running away, like Jonah, or running, like the apostles, toward Jesus? 
Either way you will surely have suffering. But God will keep after you, pulling you out 
from fishy environments, pushing you, over and over, asking you to learn, in your obedi-
ence, what love is really about. 
      
John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for January 22nd through January 28th: 

               

Mon:      2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26; Mk 3:22-30      

Tue:  2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7-10; Mk 3:31-35 

Wed:    2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-30; Mk 4:1-20 

Thur: Acts 22:3-16; Ps 117:1-2; Mk 16:15-18 

Fri:     2 Tm 1:1-8; Ps 96:1-3, 7-8a, 10; Mk 4:26-34 

Sat: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17; Mk 4:25-41  

Sun:   Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; 1 Cor 7:32-35; Mk 1:21-28   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

1/28/18 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Carol Kellogg 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot 

5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
1/14                                                                                  $1588.91 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 
 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Events:  
 

 

1/21:  Rosary @ 8:20am 
          Coffee and Donuts  
          after 9am Mass 

 

          Classes resume today! 

   

1/24:  Parish Council Meeting 
 

1/28:  Soup Supper Sunday 
 
 
             

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Classes for February will be post-
ed soon. 
 

Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.  
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ!                   Praise Him now and always! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion, gift or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

Favorite Page 

 

Add our website to your fa-
vorites page. Classes, 
events, and the bulletin are 
all on there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

1/20: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Tim Creighton 

 

1/21:  9am St. Stephen’s   Pete Davis for his birthday    
 11am St. Joseph’s   Lucy Willow    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   For the people  
 

1/23: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Special Intention       
                      

1/24: 5pm St. Stephen’s   William & Cheryl Pfister 
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

1/25: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Cleo Pfister            
                             

1/26: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Mary Herrera    
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

 

 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

PARISH REGISTRATION  

 

There are many families in our parish who are 
not registered. We would like to have an accu-

rate count as possible when we send in our 
Sacramental Report to the Diocese. It also 

helps us better serve you. Please pick up a reg-
istration form (at the entrance of the church or 
in the pews), fill out and put in the collection 

basket next Sunday! Thank you. 

The Diocese of Cheyenne has an opening for the Chancellor position.  The Chancellor 
assists the Diocesan Bishop in the administration of the Diocese.  The Chancellor serves 
as the principal ecclesiastical notary of the Diocese and as a notary public.  Submit an 
application, letter of Interest and a current resume by mail, e-mail, online, or in person by 
February 28, 2018 to:  Tammy Skala, Human Resource Director, Diocese of Cheyenne, 
2121 Capitol Ave, Cheyenne, WY  82001,  
Office: 307-638-1530 - tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org  - Find all information online, 
including complete job description and application: www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/
employment.html 
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