Called By Name
We now begin what the Church calls “Ordinary Time.” Christmas season is over, and we
begin to see Jesus at work.
We begin with a significant story, found in the First Reading for Sunday.
A young man named Samuel is sleeping in the temple, as he was allowed to do. He wakes
up instantly when he hears his name spoken out loud. He cries out, “Here I am!” and
runs to his master, Eli, who is sleeping in another place in the temple. “You called me,
what do you want?”
“I didn’t call you,” Eli rasps. “Go back to sleep.”
But the same thing happened again. Samuel runs to Eli, with the same result.
On the third time, the old man at last understands. Wisely, he says “Samuel if this happens again, say these words: ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’”
So Samuel goes back to sleep. He hears his name called again, “Samuel, Samuel”! Following instructions he says, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening!” God speaks, and Samuel
grows up accompanied by the Lord’s presence.
Another naming is represented in the Gospel. John the Baptist points to Jesus, who is
waiting for two particular men to notice him and get interested. They start to follow and
Jesus says bluntly, “What are you looking for?”
There are several layers to this question. The plain meaning is, “What’s up? Why are you
following me?” But the depth charge is there too, the same one that finally shook Samuel
loose: “Are you seeking God? Is that your hunger? Is there something about me that answers the deep desire of your heart?”
They stammer some kind of reply. “Well, uh, well, um, where, where are you staying?”
Jesus replies as he does to you and me:
“Come and see.”
They do go and see, spending the day with him. One of them, Andrew, runs to get his
brother Simon, shouting, “we have found the Messiah!” They run back to Jesus and the
most important event in Simon’s life takes place: Jesus gives him the name Cephas, a new
deep identity for him. The word Cephas’base meaning is “the rock.” Jesus must have seen
innermost stability in him.
Peter could never have become fully himself if someone had not called his name all the
way to its depths. The same goes for Samuel. God can call any of us by a name that
reaches all the way down into our souls, to a place that we do not even know about! Our
job is hear and to grow.
Must it always be God or Jesus who calls our name in order for us to become ourselves?
Couldn’t a psychologist do it, or a spouse, or a dear friend who believes in us? Yes, of
course, each of these know us and beckon us to be ourselves.
But only God can know our very deepest desires, and only God can satisfy the desire that
is most precious of all in us: the reaching out for a person we want most and for whose
sake we love others.
God.
Do you sense in your insides a kind voice whispering such an invitation, calling you by
your real name, calling you to be an partner of the Christ of God?
John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church

Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm
Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM
Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am
1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 PM
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass
Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you
Welcome!
The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone
and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are
committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission.

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week:

Readings for January 15th through January 21st:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thur:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

1/13:
1/14:

1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16-17, 21, 23; Mk 2:18-22
1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1-2, 9-10; Mk 3:1-6
1 Sm 18:6-9, 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-14; Mk 3:7-12
1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Ps 80:2-3, 5-7; Mk 3:20-21
Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20

1/16:
1/17:
1/18:
1/19:

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s
1/21/18
9:00 Mass
Lector: Melissa Brown
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan & Tom Kasper
5:00 Mass
Lector: Volunteer Needed
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed
12/31
1/7

Events:
1/14: Rosary @ 8:20am
Coffee and Donuts
after 9am Mass
1/24: Parish Council Meeting
Favorite Page
Add our website to your favorites page. Classes,
events, and the bulletin are
all on there:

Parish Collection

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism
Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your
child to be baptized. Classes for February will be posted soon.
Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.
If you have questions regarding baptism or religious
education classes, please call the religious education
office (856-7806 ext. 16).

AA Meetings
Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s

Monday
Wednesday
www.saintstephensmission.com Saturday
Having Mass offered for an
anniversary, marriage, special
occasion, Christmas gift or in
memory of someone is a special gift. Cards are available at
the office.

Praised be Jesus Christ!

$2356.91
$1579.07

8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Gamblers Anonymous
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861)
January Institute in Cheyenne
Father Jim, Deacon Bryce and Sister Monica will
be out next week-there will be no weekday Mass.

Praise Him now and always!

4:30pm Blessed Sacrament Gerard Forlenza
9am St. Stephen’s
+Catherine McMullen
11am St. Joseph’s
+Michael John Cafferky
5pm St. Stephen’s
For the people
7:15am St. Stephen’s
Communion Service
5pm St. Stephen’s
No Mass or Communion Service
5:15 St. Joseph’s
Communion Service
7:15am St. Stephen’s
No Mass or Communion Service
5pm St. Stephen’s
No Adoration, Mass or Communion Service
5:15pm St. Joseph’s
Communion Service

The Diocese of Cheyenne has an opening for the Chancellor
position. The Chancellor assists the Diocesan Bishop in the
administration of the Diocese. The Chancellor serves as the
principal ecclesiastical notary of the Diocese and as a notary
public. Submit an application, letter of Interest and a current
resume by mail, e-mail, online, or in person by February 28,
2018 to: Tammy Skala, Human Resource Director, Diocese of
Cheyenne, 2121 Capitol Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82001,
Office: 307-638-1530 - tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.org - Find
all information online, including complete job description and
application: www.dioceseofcheyenne.org/employment.html

PARISH REGISTRATION
Next Sunday we will begin a parish registration drive. There are many in our
families who are not registered within
our parish and we would like to have an
accurate count as possible when we send
in our Sacramental Report to the Diocese.
It also helps us better serve you. So be on
the lookout for registration forms!

“Have you seen
the way children
make the sign of
the Cross? We
must teach them
how to do it well,
because that is
how Mass begins,
that is how life
begins, that is how
the day begins!
Pope Francis,
November 8, 2017

Rosaries
Many people spend hours making rosaries and send them to the
Mission. Please remember to
pray with them and offer a prayer for those who donate them.

Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s
Baptism Classes
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three
classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes.
Religious Education Classes
Classes are during the 11am Mass.

Confirmation
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass.

