
What’s In A Name? 

 

Jesus has a variety of names for Simon Peter. But this week’s is a big surprise. 

 

Last week, in the Gospel, he retired the name “Simon” and replaced it with the name Peter.  

 

And so I say to you, you are Peter 
and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it 
(Mt 16:18). 

 

At root the name Peter means “rock.” Simon is to be a “Rock,” a foundation of the church. 

 

This week, Jesus bestows on Peter an entirely different name altogether. He calls Peter, 
“Satan.” (Gospel) If this name were to stick, Peter would be the leader of the very “netherworld” 
that would prevail against the church, contrary to Jesus’ promise above. 

 

What has happened? 

 

First, it is clear that Jesus’ emotional state has changed. He is obviously dreading the suffering and 
death that he tells them he will soon have to face. His rebuke to Peter is so sharp, so instant, so 
contradictory, that its emotional roots are showing. It is a snappish jibe at Peter and even includes 
name-calling! Jesus seems to sense what a terrible toll human misery and affliction will take on 
himself. 

 

Second, Jesus had been gradually schooling the disciples about who he really is. Not just a great 
teacher or good friend or magnetic preacher, but the complete revelation of divine love. They 
achieved their first high mark last week when Peter said, “You are the Christ, the son of the living 
God.” 

 

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus shows the real meaning of Christly love. For the good of the world he 
must suffer greatly under the rulers and be killed, and on the third day be raised. It is the first 
time, at least in Matthew’s gospel, that he has mentioned crucifixion. 

 

Shouldn’t they have been able to understand, or at least begin to understand, the real meaning of 
Jesus as “the Christ”? 

 

No. The gospel reports that Peter “rebuked” Jesus. “No, no, no, no, Lord, we will protect you—
this will not happen to you, please don’t worry so much. Everything will be ok, you’ll see. We 
need you to be alive. I already said that you are the Christ! Use your powers!” This is an impulsive 
response. Very human. 
 

But Peter is telling Jesus to avoid pain by selfish use of his powers! 

 

This is just what the devil had had seduced him to in the desert temptations! (Matthew 4:1-11) 
When Jesus was hungry, Satan’s stealth said, in essence, “You are Messiah! Why don’t you simply 
turn some stones into bread? Or else have your angels save you from danger. In fact, be a real Mes-
siah: take charge of all the lands there are. Why not?” 

 

Because all of this would require bowing down and worshipping Satan’s self-plan. 
To put it another way, Jesus would have to act according to the self-seeking, self-interested part of 
human nature. Go for the wealth, the power and the reputation. Forget Godly love. 

 

Since he was human, Jesus must have felt within himself the rewards that would come under such 
desert temptations. And he must feel it again this week as Peter gives him a similar enticement. So 
he reacts strongly. 

 

Does he really mean that Peter is Satan? No. But he remembers with pain the devil’s temptations. 

 

No wonder the name of Satan slips out.          John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for September 4th through September 10th : 

               

Mon:      1 Thes 4:13-18; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 11-13; Lk 4:16-30 

Tue:  1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Lk 4:31-37  

Wed:    Col 1:1-8; Ps 52:10-11; Lk 4:38-44  

Thur: Col 1:9-14; Ps 98:2-6; Lk 5:1-11 

Fri:     Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 13:6abc; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23  

Sat: Col 1:21-23; Ps 54:3-4, 6, 8; Lk 6:1-5 

Sun:   Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20        

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

9/4/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Aurora Baldes 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan and Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
8/20                                     $1802.32 
8/27                                                                                         $1365.74 

 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

9/3:   Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 
9/8: There will not be Adora- 
       tion or a 5pm Mass today! 
          

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for September 
will be on 11, 18 & 25th and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
Religious Ed registration will begin soon and classes 
will start in October!  

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours 
making rosaries and send 
them to the Mission. Please 
remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those 
who donate them. Thank 
you and God bless. 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your 
favorites page and/or book-
mark us. Classes, events, 
and the bulletin are all on 
there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

9/2: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Missa Pro Populo  

 

9/3:  9am St. Stephen’s   Liam Vincent       
 11am St. Joseph’s   Barbara Kane for healing 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   SathTa Prue             
 

     

9/5: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Donna Marie Collom           
                           

9/6: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Mamie Cunningham       
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

9/7: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Cunningham Family           
                              

9/8: 5pm St. Stephen’s   NO MASS           
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, marriage, special occasion or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are available at the office.  

Diocesan guideline is $10.00 for a Mass. 

 

A Bible Study group is being offered! We will cover the Book of James through the Jeff 
Cavins series. It will consist of 11 lessons which includes study questions for each lesson 
followed with a 50-minute DVD presentation by Jeff Cavins. The book of James will help 
you: 
*Find an anchor to hold you steady through the storms of life. 
*Learn how just a few small words can change your entire life for better or worse. 
*See how God’s wisdom helps you face suffering and temptation. 
*Learn the secret to finding joy in the midst of trials. 
*Find value in suffering. 
*Find reason to trust in God’s providence. 
*Learn to recognize source of discord and the way to peace. 
 
We will meet on Monday evenings at 6:45 pm twice a month at St. Stephen’s Coffee 
Shop just east of the Church. Most sessions finish up by 8:30. Our first session will be 
Monday, October 9. The cost will be approximately $23 for a study guide manual. Please 
call Julie Fiebiger (856-7556) or St. Stephen’s Mission (856-3794) by Friday, Sept. 8 if 
you are interested and want to place an order for a manual. 


