
Just Imagine 

 

I taught religion in grade school for a short semester when I was about 22. By accident I 
discovered a great trick of teaching—and I needed one very much. You see, the class was 
in complete chaos each time I arrived at mid-day. Chaos. 

 

If I started telling a story, even the simplest story, the pandemonium would cease and 
morph into rapt attention. You could hear a pin drop. Until the story ended, that is. 
Then anarchy resumed. 

 

I never did find another way besides stories to reach these little cherubs, even though I 
memorized each name and picture in the long list, called different ones out for serious 
talks, etc. 

 

There must be a special part of the brain devoted to story-hearing. 

 

It was only years later that I understood this insight. Why does the gospel get such spe-
cial attention at Mass? Why do we hold the book up and parade it to the pulpit? Could it 
be because it is a story? We are struck by the narrative about Jesus, much more than we 
are by the sometimes complicated theology in Paul’s letters. Jesus knew this. Within the 
gospels, which are stories, we find the parables he told. They are stories.  

 

So take a good look at the parable in Sunday’s Gospel and let the story lead you. Imagine 
the landowner hiring laborers for his vineyard. He shakes their rough hands and invites 
them to work. You can see their satisfied smiles, since they know they will get the usual 
daily wage. 

 

Day gets hotter. And hotter. High noon has come. Maybe the owner walks back to town 
to shop for this and that. He glances around. Men are leaning on buildings, loitering, 
really, bored but still hopeful. The owner crosses over to them and offers to hire them. 
They come to life and hurry off to his vineyard to earn just half a day’s wages. It is more 
than nothing. 

 

Then work is almost over. The owner is still in town, for whatever reason, and sees 
strong men lolling about in doorways, wet with sweat from the heat and from their dejec-
tion. To their surprise, he hires them too! Watch as they shake off their lethargy and go 
to pull weeds for an hour or so. This is a long walk for an hour’s pay. But they go.  

 

Day ends and “just wages” are handed out. But it is the exact same amount for every 
worker, no matter how many hours or how few minutes he had worked. Look at the fac-
es. Hot anger in the ones who had slaved all day (“This is not fair! We demand our 
rights! We put in the time and these oafs did nothing”), while the sheepish late ones re-
ceive their full day’s wages. 

 

Let your imagination see the kindness in the owner’s face. Call to mind the gloom of the 
ones hired so late, followed by their amazement. 

 

Obviously their wages are not strict remuneration for hours worked. They more like a 
gift from a fond heart. How does this feel to you? Didn’t Jesus tell his parable to show 
how God’s caring heart works, how he gives a depth of love to each person in this world, 
especially to ones who suffer and are left behind? 

 

If it is hard to see, ask for light.       John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for September 25th through October 1st : 

               

Mon:      Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1-6; Lk 8:16-18 

Tue:  Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 8:19-21 

Wed:    Ezr 9:5-9; (Ps) Tb 13:2, 3-4, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 

Thur: Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1-6, 9; Lk 9:7-9 

Fri:     Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51  

Sat: Zec 2:5-9; 14-15a; (Ps) Jer 31:10-13; Lk 9:43b-45 

Sun:   Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32        

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

10/1/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Jim Cunningham 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan and Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
9/10                                                    $1518.77 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

9/24: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

9/29: Adoration @3:45pm   

  

10/4: Feast of St. Francis: 
         Blessing of animals after  
         5pm Mass      

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for September 
will be continue on the 18th & 25th and will be at 5:30
-6:30pm. 

 

Religious Ed registration will begin on September 17th 
and classes will start on October 1st!  

 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

FORMED 

Visit formed.org and use our parish code 
6Y749F! 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours 
making rosaries and send 
them to the Mission. Please 
remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those 
who donate them. Thank 
you and God bless. 

Vita Nova Cofee 

 

The coffee shop is open Monday 
through Thursday from 2:30-5pm. 
Come over and enjoy a free cup of 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your 
favorites page and/or book-
mark us. Classes, events, 
and the bulletin are all on 
there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

9/23: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Mickey Simmons, Sr.    

 

9/24:  9am St. Stephen’s   Baldes Family            
 11am St. Joseph’s   Suzanne Kaufman 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Missa Pro Populo             

 

9/26: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  +Pete & +Patsy Ballou          
                           

9/27: 5pm St. Stephen’s   No Mass       
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

9/28: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   No Mass              
                           

9/29: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Howard Buster Brown      
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    
  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 
 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes begin today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

 

Beginning Experience of Wyoming 
 Casper Oct. 20th – Oct. 22nd 2017 

Beginning Experience is a weekend program that offers healing and renewal to divorced, 
widowed and separated men and women. It is a non-profit, faith-based comprehensive 
program offered to all persons, regardless of religious preference. A Beginning Experi-
ence weekend offers support and direction to help resolve grief or anger that can follow 
the end of a marriage by divorce, separation or death.  The weekend can be a time for a 
real awakening, a re-evaluation, and a new beginning.  Beginning Experience is a posi-
tive experience of hope.  You can anticipate an intense reflective, possibly painful, but 
spiritually honest self-encounter. You will also find support, warm fellowship, and commu-
nity.   The next Beginning Experience weekend will be in Casper and starts promply at 
7:00 P.M. on Friday evening Oct. 20th 2017 and runs through Sunday afternoon around 
4pm Oct. 22nd 2017. You must commit to the entire weekend.  The donation we ask for 
the weekend is $150.00, which includes sleeping arrangments, meals, and materials. 
Scholarships are available. No one is turned away due to finances.  Registration deadline 
is Oct. 18th 2017.  Contact these team members for more information.  
Curtis at 307.240.1232 or email: westcurtis2014@gmail.com Diane at 307.262.4142, or 
Pauletta at 307.267.6375   


