
Breaking The Chain 

 

This Sunday is all about forgiveness. The Gospel illustrates in stark terms what this word means. 

 

First, look at the initial readings, which are preliminaries. The First Reading, from the Book of 
Sirach, tells how awful wrath and anger are, but how the sinner “hugs them tight,” a wonderful 
image. Release them, it commands us, and let them go. 
 

The Psalm speaks beautifully about God’s absolving love: God is kind and merciful, slow to anger 
and rich in compassion. The Second Reading says we ought to live not for ourselves but for oth-
ers. We should imitate God, not one of us living for our own self, but living for the Lord. And if 
we die, we would die for the Lord. 
 

Forgiveness is a major ingredient of imitating God in this way. People do not always do right, and 
we need to forgive them. This is the gift and the goal. 
 

Our culture has some pretty diverse understandings of what forgiveness means. For some it is a 
condescending act performed only by one person who is higher than another—a King or Queen or 
judge, who leans down to grant pardon. Or a boss, or a media star. 

 

For others it means “I can forgive but I can never forget.” Perhaps this means, I will remain angry 
forever but will never act upon it. Such a stance includes an uncomfortable attitude: “I will choke 
back my hurt and anger by a sheer act of the will. I may have been attacked by someone, but I will 
suppress my reaction.” 

 

Maybe these are parts of the road to true forgiveness, but there is much more. On Easter Sunday 
of 1960, the great seer of truth and lover of God, Dag Hammarskjold, wrote an interpretation 
that moved me greatly: 
 

Forgiveness breaks the chain of causality because he who ‘forgives’ you—out of love—takes upon 
himself the consequences of what you have done. Forgiveness, therefore, always entails a sacrifice.  

 

In other words, there is a price you must pay for your own liberation. Since that liberation has 
come through another’s sacrifice, you in turn must be willing to liberate in the same way, in spite 
of the consequences to yourself. You absorb these, out of love. 

 

Let us apply these insights to the Gospel. 
 

The story is an involved one. It involves a servant who is pardoned by the master but then goes 
out and refuses vigorously to forgive his fellow servants. 
 

At about six lines from the end of our reading, the owner of the Vineyard says, “Should you not 
have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?” 

 

Underneath this is the point we concluded to above. The real motivation for forgiveness is grati-
tude based on love. If someone has had pity on me out of love, then my authentic reaction will be 
deep appreciation. I will want to pass the gift on. Especially if it is God who has forgiven me, I 
will want to pass on to someone else the liberation I have received. Especially if that person has 
hurt me. 
 

So can we halt the chain of causality and pass along love instead of hate? 

 

As you and I receive Christ’s presence this Sunday in the Eucharist, let us sense his forgiving love 
signified so deeply in this sacrament. Let us allow our gratitude to flow in the same way toward 
others.             
 

 John Foley, SJ                                                   
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for September 18th through September 25th : 

               

Mon:      1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7-9; Lk 7:1-10 

Tue:  1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1-3, 5-6; Lk 7:11-17 

Wed:    1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-6; Lk 7:31-35  

Thur: Eph 4:1-7, 11-3; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 

Fri:     1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-10, 17-20; Lk 8:13  

Sat: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100: 1-5; Lk 8:4-15 

Sun:   Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a  

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

9/24/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Penny Robertson 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
9/10                                        TBA 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 
 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

9/17: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

9/22: Adoration @3:45pm   

  

10/4: Feast of St. Francis: 
         Blessing of animals after  
         5pm Mass      

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for September 
will be continue on the 18th & 25th and will be at 5:30
-6:30pm. 
 
Religious Ed registration will begin on September 17th 
and classes will start on October 1st!  

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours 
making rosaries and send 
them to the Mission. Please 
remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those 
who donate them. Thank 
you and God bless. 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your 
favorites page and/or book-
mark us. Classes, events, 
and the bulletin are all on 
there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

9/16: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Peter Ballou  

 

9/17:  9am St. Stephen’s   Brown Family         
 11am St. Joseph’s   Wm Barnes 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Missa Pr Populo             
 

     

9/19: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Patrick Ballou            
                        

9/20: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Betty McCarthy       
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

9/21: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Deacon Bryce              
                           

9/22: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Celeste Spoonhunter on her birthday      
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 
 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Registration is today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
Please register today, classes start next week.  

 

FORMED 

Visit formed.org and use our parish 
code 6Y749F! 

Vita Nova Cofee 
 

The coffee shop is 
open Monday 
through Thursday 
from 2:30-5pm. 
Come over and enjoy 
a free cup of coffee! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, 
marriage, special occasion or in memory 
of someone is a special gift. Cards are 
available at the office. Diocesan guide-

line is $10.00 for a Mass. 

SAVE THE DATE:  The 2017 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Retreat will be on Friday, 
September 29, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, September 30, from 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. (lunch provided) at the Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center in Casper, 
WY.  The keynote speaker will be Sarah Hart, and she will be sharing her thoughts and 
insights on the “Nuances of the Fruits of the Spirit.” For more information on Sarah, 
please visit http://www.sarahhart.com.  Early bird registration fee is $50 by Saturday, 
September 16.  After that, the registration fee is $60.  We encourage all women to come 
join in this uplifting experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  This event is hosted by 
the women of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Casper.  To register, please call Patti 
Spaulding at 307-266-1095. 


