
A Love Story 

 

Sunday’s Mass will be all about love. Not the hearts and flowers type, but nitty-gritty stuff. What 
happens when someone misbehaves and hurts me? What should I do, “punch em out”? 
 
No. Jesus lays out a detailed plan in the Gospel about how to help someone within the Christian 
community who has done you harm. This plan applies whatever the damage was: saying unfair 
things behind your back, embarrassing you in public, stealing, or unfaithfulness, etc. You name it. 
 
First, I should go to the person and let him or her know that I believe I have been hurt by what 
they did or said. This is not an opportunity to “let my anger out,” to get my rights, or worse, to 
hurt them in return. It is an attempt to repair the relationship, no matter whose fault it was. It is 
an effort to help, not hurt. 
 
Of course, in Sunday’s story, Jesus is presuming that there is a basis of love between you and the 
other person. Another way to say it is that you are both members of “the church.” 
 
What if going to the person does not succeed? Jesus says you should next take two or three wit-
nesses along. They will back you up if your interpretation of the problem is correct. If the person 
still does not listen, keep trying, he says. Tell the church. Continue to work on it until the matter 
is smoothed out. Let truth and forgiveness rule. 
 
The underlying reason behind this whole strategy is hinted at in the First Reading. There the Lord 
says that Ezekiel must speak out to a person when they are doing evil and have been warned by the 
Lord. 
 
The point is not to punish the them, or to turn Ezekiel into a police interrogation unit. The point 
is to try and help that person back from the danger to their own self and to the community. 
“Frighten the poor sheep back,” as the poet Hopkins puts it. You must speak out. 
 
A personal story. I had a terrible disagreement with a colleague/friend years ago. We were work-
ing together on a musical event and it seemed to each of us that the other had done something 
unforgivable, hurtful and unprofessional. Believe me, I do not know who was right and who was 
wrong. But we spoke about it one-on-one and gradually came back into each other’s good graces. 
We remained perhaps wary—but still very good friends. 
 
The same thing happened again several summers later. I was the one who “blew up” because of the 
wrongs I absolutely knew were being done to me in rehearsal. I even sent a peeved email. My 
friend sent a scorcher in return. 
 
Then we worked together to create a great show! We knew instinctively what had happened. “We 
were both tired and quite stressed out, weren’t we?” my friend said. “So we each did our stressed-
out thing. But we were both trying to help the show be wonderful.” 
 
As you can guess, we remain great friends. This is how it can work when Christians are “all too 
human” and hurt each other. It is not a matter of who broke the rules. All the rules are summed 
up in a single axiom, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Second Reading). 
 

How good it is.             John Foley, SJ
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for September 11th through September 17th : 

               

Mon:      Col 1:24-2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk :6-11 

Tue:  Col 2:6-15; Ps 145: 1-2, 8-11; Lk 6:12-19 

Wed:    Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-13; Lk 6:20-26  

Thur: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1b-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 

Fri:     1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 11; Jn 19:25-27  

Sat: 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1-7; Lk 6:43-49 

Sun:   Sir 27:30-28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Rom 14:7-7; Mt 18:21-35   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

9/17/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Marilu Duncan 
Extraordinary Ministers: Carol Kellogg and Linda Bebout 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
9/3                                     $4245.05 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

9/10: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

9/15: Adoration @3:45pm   

  

10/4: Feast of St. Francis: 
         Blessing of animals after  
         5pm Mass      

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for September 
will be on 11, 18 & 25th and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 
 
Religious Ed registration will begin on September 17th 
and classes will start on October 1st!  

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours 
making rosaries and send 
them to the Mission. Please 
remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those 
who donate them. Thank 
you and God bless. 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your 
favorites page and/or book-
mark us. Classes, events, 
and the bulletin are all on 
there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

9/9: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Emily Wysochansky  

 

9/10:  9am St. Stephen’s   Kasper Family       
 11am St. Joseph’s   Missa Pro Populo 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Carol DeLois             
 

     

9/12: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  +Jim & +Joan Hedderman        
                              

9/13: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Karen Brown       
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

9/14: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Amelia Vincent              
                           

9/15: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Matthew Ballou              
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

 

 

 

Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism after Mass today.  
Congratulations Hayden Jade Goggles! 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

FORMED 

Visit formed.org and use our parish 
code 6Y749F! 

Vita Nova Cofee 
 

The coffee shop is 
open Monday 
through Thursday 
from 2:30-5pm. 
Come over and enjoy 
a free cup of coffee! 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, 
marriage, special occasion or in memory 
of someone is a special gift. Cards are 
available at the office. Diocesan guide-

line is $10.00 for a Mass. 

SAVE THE DATE:  The 2017 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Retreat will be on Friday, 
September 29, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, September 30, from 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. (lunch provided) at the Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center in Casper, 
WY.  The keynote speaker will be Sarah Hart, and she will be sharing her thoughts and 
insights on the “Nuances of the Fruits of the Spirit.” For more information on Sarah, 
please visit http://www.sarahhart.com.  Early bird registration fee is $50 by Saturday, 
September 16.  After that, the registration fee is $60.  We encourage all women to come 
join in this uplifting experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  This event is hosted by 
the women of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Casper.  To register, please call Patti 
Spaulding at 307-266-1095. 


