
All Good Gifts 

 

Do you remember the movie Babette’s Feast? Maybe you saw it or at least have heard of 
it. The Gospel parable reminds us of that movie. 
Babette, an impoverished cook, made her way into a small town where the religion of the 
area made people hard and cold to each other, afraid to enjoy anything or anyone. Babette 
was a top chef who had wandered up into their community. She had only a small reserve 
of possessions. But she prepared, over many days, a huge, delectable, superb feast, serving 
after serving, all for the uptight townsfolk. As they began to taste and enjoy they began 
also to communicate to each other in kindness. They even danced! 
I have heard people say that the movie promoted self-indulgence, but I would not en-
dorse that view. 
Instead, it is similar to the huge feast we hear about in the First Reading. This is where 
we find the famous invitation from the Lord of Hosts, full of unstinting promise. Come 
to “a feast of rich food and choice wines.” And according to the normal way of Jewish 
writing, Isaiah repeats the same in different words: “juicy, rich food and pure, choice 
wines.” This is a great banquet, called in medieval England a “groaning board.” 
Then, Sunday’s Gospel describes a sumptuous feast also. A king prepares it, fattens up his 
best livestock, seasoned and readied for cooking. Then he sends his servants out with 
invitations. 
If you thought the people in Babette’s town were reluctant, look what happened. Some 
invitees outright refused to come. Others simply ignored the invitation as if it had not 
been given. A number “laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, and killed them.” The 
king punished these. He invited street people in. Food was meant to be enjoyed, not re-
fused. 
But how dare we stuff ourselves with lush food and every other kind of riches with so 
many people starving in today’s world? Shouldn’t we abstain and deny ourselves? Isn’t the 
“First World” currently fattened on food far more lavish than the ancients ever dreamt 
of? 
  “Who says you can’t have it all?” advertisements insist. Can't we, we who try to be faith-
ful to God and God’s promises? 
As you consider that question, remember that Jesus did both: he feasted andhe fasted. 
Recall that he desisted from food for forty days at the beginning of his public ministry. 
But later on he had occasion to say, mockingly, “The Son of Man came eating and drink-
ing and they said, ‘Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners’” (Mt 11:19). 
Which is it for you, then, fasting or feasting? The answer can be simply said but attained 
only with difficulty. Here it is: we are meant to receive, humbly, and also to give to oth-
ers, humbly. The mistake is to adopt a stance of receiving only (getting, grabbing) or giv-
ing only (exist just for the poor). The readings invite us to enjoy what is there, all of it 
coming from God’s hand. Jesus did this. When it was time to let go of it all—life, 
friends, peace and possessions—he did that too, with love. 
Receive and give. 
Receive his life. Then give it out to the world. 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for October 16th through October 22nd : 

               

Mon:      Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 11:29-32 

Tue:  Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 11:37-41 

Wed:    2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Lk 10:1-9 

Thur: Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1-6; Lk 11:47-54 

Fri:     Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11; Lk 12:1-7 

Sat: Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-9, 42-43; Lk 12:8-12 

Sun:   Is 45:1, 4-6, Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

10/22/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Carol Kellogg 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
10/8                                                    $2619.18 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  
 

 

10/15: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

  

10/18: “Healthcare Mass” 5pm  

 

           Parish Council Meeting 

 

10/20: NO Adoration today   
 

10/25: Finance Council Mtg. 

 

10/29: Soup Supper 
           5pm Mass  
 
 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for November 
will be announced soon. 

 

Religious Ed classes are after the 9am Mass.  
 
Class for adults who wish to become Catholic or to be 
confirmed: 

 

 Tuesdays: 5:45-7:15pm St Stephens 
 Thursdays: 6:00-7:30pm St. Josephs 

 

Anyone who is interested in a “refresher” of their 
Catholic faith is also invited to attend this class. 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  
 

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Soup Supper 

Soup Supper in two weeks! Plan on joining us 
after the 5pm Mass on October 29th. 

Vita Nova Cofee 

 

The coffee shop is open 
Monday through Thursday 
from 2:30-5pm. 
Come over 
and enjoy a 
free cup of 
coffee! 

 

AA Meetings   

Circle of Healing at St. Stephen’s  
Monday              8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  

Wednesday        7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday           11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 
 

Gamblers Anonymous 
39 Gas Hills Road (856-6861) 

Mondays at 6pm 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

10/14: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Matthew Charles Heiser  

 

10/15:  9am St. Stephen’s   Pete & Cindy Davis on their 40th anniversary 
 11am St. Joseph’s   Missa Pro Populo   
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Shaun Cooper             

 

10/17: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Natasha & Braeden Underwood      
                           

10/18: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Healthcare Mass      
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

10/19: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Poor souls in purgatory             
                            

10/20: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Communion Service         
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    
  

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes are during the 11am Mass. 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
Confirmation class begins promptly after the 11am Mass. 

 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours making ro-
saries and send them to the Mission. 
Please remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those who donate 
them. Thank you and God bless. 

 Having Mass offered for an anniversary, 
marriage, special occasion or in memory of 
someone is a special gift. Cards are availa-

ble at the office. Diocesan guideline is 
$10.00 for a Mass. 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your favorites page 
and/or bookmark us. Classes, events, 
and the bulletin are all on there: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Healthcare Mass  

October 18th is the feast of St. 
Luke. A Mass will be celebrated 
honoring doctors, nurses, medical 
technicians, hospital administrators, 
emergency personnel etc...in appre-
ciation for their service. Please con-
tact the office if there is someone 
who should be specifically invited 
and please join us in showing our 
appreciation to those in the medical 
field. We will have cookies and cof-
fee in Eagle Hall after the Mass.  


