
Remembering the Truth 

 

He had been telling the apostles about his crucifixion and death. The possibility of losing him terri-
fied them. 

 

But he rose again. 

 

This too was a shock, a big one. It was “unbelievable” for many of them, in the full sense of the 
word. We see this when they simply refused to accept it! But in time they got over the resurrection 
shock. All of them, even Philip, could throw away the sorrows of crucifixion and death and have 
some real joy for a change. 

 

And then he told them he was going away again, this time forever. Actually, he did not exactly tell 
them, he let them overhear his great prayer to the Father. (7 Easter Gospel) A really huge jolt. If it 
were me I would feel whiplash. First, insurmountable sorrow and loss, followed by out-of-your-
mind astonishment and joy, followed by goodbye forever. 

 

How does Jesus console them? 

 

His great prayer in the Gospel for the Seventh Sunday of Easter is one very helpful way.* There he 
is praying not for the world but for the ones his Father gave him. His words are not ones of separa-
tion but just the opposite: now the disciples are always to be with him, and with the Father as well, 
even to the end of time. 
 

You and I, just like the disciples, need a lot of time to try to understand this. 

 

But here is what Jesus is saying: 
 The Father and I are one. When you see me you see the Father.  
 And I will be one with you in the same way the Father is with me.  
 We all will be present to each other in the oneness of love. 

 

Then a funny thing happens. Instead of Philip breaking in with a clownish “couldn’t you just show 
us the Father and forget all this talk about unity and oneness,” Philip begins to listen as Jesus prays 
in a remarkable way. In essence, 
 

 They have accepted your words, Abba, and they truly understand the fact that I came 
 from you. They believe that you sent me. 

 

What is it that they have accepted and believed? The power of God’s love even amidst departures 
and loss. And something else—they could not identify it yet—something about Jesus that was so 
wide open to God that the two were completely at one. “Whoever sees me sees the Father,” he said. 
That is a very deep description of such love. 

 

How does this make sense to us? I don’t know. We need to have the Holy Spirit of God come to us 
tenderly and lift us into flight so we can see Christ’s landscape spread out. 

 

From that vantage point, maybe Jesus would say something like the following to us: 

 

 I have shown you who God is and who I am. Now I go like all human beings back to the 
 Father—your Father and my Father. But this Holy Spirit of God I have been describing? 
 It is no fantasy. I am going to send it into you, and as often as you accept it you are one 
 with us. 
 

Next week, on Pentecost we will celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit. We are waiting. Let us 
drink a lot of (spiritual) coffee so that we will not sleep through it. 

 

Maybe there is no “letdown” at all. Maybe we are lifted up instead. 
                 John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for May 29th through June 4th: 

               

Mon:      Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68: 2-7; Jn 16:29-33 

Tue:  Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a  

Wed:    Zep 3:14-18a; (Ps) Is 12:2-3, 4cbd, 5-6; Lk 1:39-56  

Thur: Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11; Jn 17:20-26 

Fri:     Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20b; Jn 21:15-19  

Sat: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4-5, 7; Jn 21:20-25 

Sun:   Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23  

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

6/4/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Tom Kasper 
Extraordinary Ministers: Linda Bebout & Laura Mamot 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Altar Servers: Katerina Cardenas and Daniel Cardenas, III  

Parish Collection    
5/21                                                                               $1161.61 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

5/28: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

         Soup Supper after  
         5pm Mass 

    

6/2:  Adoration 3:45pm 
         Benediction 
         5pm Mass 
 

6/2:  Holy Rosary Church 
6/3   Annual Rummage Sale        
        (Donations accepted be- 
         ginning May 26)  

 

6/5:   Ordination of Bishop  

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for June will be 
6/12, 6/19, & 6/26 from5:30-6:30pm. 

 
 

The last class for Rel. Ed was last month. Please watch 
the bulletin in late August for when classes will resume 
in the fall. 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Christ is Risen! 

Indeed He is risen! 

Soup Supper News 

 

Today is our monthly soup 
supper after the 5pm Mass. 
Please join us in Eagle Hall! 

Favorite Page 

 

Add our website to your favorites page and/or 
bookmark us. Classes, events, and the bulletin are 
all on there! Don’t remember if you’re the lector 
or extraordinary minister this weekend? Look 
here: www.saintstephensmission.com 

Fremont County Parish Picnic 

All parishioners are invited to a picnic 
on August 13th. Picnic will be from 2-
4pm followed by an outdoor 5pm 
Mass. Please put this on your calen-
dar and plan to join parishioners from 
around Fremont County in fellowship. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

5/27: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament +Eva Foster      

 

5/28:  9am St. Stephen’s   Morgan Fletcher on his High School graduation 
 11am St. Joseph’s   Missa Pro Populo 
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Soldierwolf Family    
                  

5/30: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Intention of donor                    
                           

5/31: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Jim and +Joan Hedderman       
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

6/1: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Soldierwolf Family         
                                

6/2: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Soldierwolf Family    
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    
  

6/3: 9am St. Stephens    Theresa Brown on her birthday      

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

Good Morning! 

 

I understand that people in the diocese have been asking about how I 
would like to be addressed.  My preference is to be called “Bishop Ste-
ven,” rather than Bishop Biegler.  However, I will not be fussy about it, 
so please do not worry about it if you forget.   

 

Why “Bishop Steven”?  Steven is my baptismal name, and the name that 
I was called by my family.  As a priest, I used Fr. Steve, so Bishop Ste-
ven is similar.  While I understand that using a Bishop’s last name for 
address is a form of respect, it might also create distance in a relation-
ship which is meant to be fatherly and familial.  

 

Also, I do not prefer the titles like “your excellency,” etc.  While these ti-
tles are ways of expressing honor, they do not seem to be in accord with 
Jesus’ teaching.  He warned his disciples to be wary of seeking after 
honorific titles (Matt. 23:1-12) and of being set above others.    

 

However, “Bishop” is a title used in the New Testament.  The word in 
Greek is episkopos which means “overseer” with the sense of a guardian 
who is watching over others to guide and protect them.   St. Peter uses 
this word to describe Jesus’ care for us in 1 Pet. 2:25, “For you had gone 
astray like sheep, but you have returned to the shepherd and guardian 
(episkopon) of your souls.”   

 

I am excited to be with you, and I look forward to serving the Lord 
with you.  In preparation for my episcopal ordination, I am required 

to make a retreat, which I will make next week May 22-26.  Please 
pray for me.  

 

Peace in Christ, 
Bishop-elect Steven    


