
Eye Witness 

           

Sunday’s Gospel is about the cure of a blind man—and about the blindness of those who think 
they can see. 
 

The healing takes place on the Sabbath: Jesus makes clay with his own saliva (an earthy detail) 
and sends the blind man to wash in the “Pool of Siloam.” When he comes back, Jesus is not 
there anymore but the man’s sight is! Confusion reigns among the bystanders. “This can’t be 
the blind guy that used to sit and beg.” “No, it is someone else.” “Ok, but it looks just like 
him.” And so on. 
 

They drag him to the Pharisees, and now confusion conquers all. “The law says thou shall keep 
the Sabbath holy,” one Pharisee says. “Look at the facts. This Jesus fellow pretended to work a 
miracle on the Sabbath day. “Therefore he is a sinner and cannot have come from God.” An-
other finishes the thought, “ … so he certainly could not work a miracle!” They make up a rule 
for themselves: “Anyone who now can see must always have been able to see!”  

 

  “Let’s go get proof,” they say. “His family must know he was never blind.” They run and find 
the parents. But these reply blandly that their son certainly had been blind since he was born!  

Ouch! 

 

So they go back to the man with a new strategy. They pretend that they believe in the cure and 
are fascinated by it. They pose a cynical question. “How did this Jesus accomplish such a won-
derful miracle?” The blind man’s tart reply is: “I told you already and you did not listen. Do 
you need to hear it again? Or is it that you want to be his disciples, too?” Sarcasm in the gospel!  

The Pharisees are outraged and they begin insulting the man. 

 

Why are these Pharisees so impassioned? Because they will lose their power and their wealth 
and control if Jesus actually has divine power. He will take over. They have to blind themselves 
to the truth or else. 

 

What is that truth? 

 

Simple. Jesus has given not only sight but depth of sight to a man born without it. This is why 
the fellow was blind in the first place, Jesus tells us, so that the works of God could be made 
seeable. Does the man accept this? “I do believe, Lord,” he says. 

 

His heart had been healed in addition to his eyes. 

 

Who can understand such a cure? Not the Pharisees. Not you or me if we are protecting our 
place in the world. They lusted for control over others, for respect and self-will. They need 
spittle put on their souls so they will see clearly. So do we. Surely, given the chance, we would 
act the same way. 
 

And that is why this long Gospel is presented now, during Lent, the time of preparation. You 
and I are preparing for a still greater healing at Easter, and we need to start washing out our 
souls to see it. Jesus will suffer from the world’s blindness and will die from it. But the world, 
by killing him, will be healed from death and suffering, from hate and fear, healed by events 
that began with hatred itself. 
 

Jesus descended into darkness in order to open our eyes to a love stronger than dark.  
 
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for March 27th through April 2nd:  

               

Mon:      Is 65:17-21; Ps 30: 2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; Jn 4:43-54 

Tue:  Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16  

Wed:    Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13c-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30  

Thur: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 

Fri:     Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  

Sat: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9b-12; Jn 7:40-53  

Sun:   Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45     

     

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

4/2/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Penny Robertson 
Extraordinary Ministers: Marilu Duncan & Tom Kasper 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer needed 
Altar Servers: Katsina Cardenas and Gabrielle Whiteman  

Parish Collection    
3/19                                                                                 $1961.76 

Upcoming Events:  

 

3/26:  Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass  

                                                   Rel. Ed. Classes 
          Soup supper after  
          5pm Mass 
 

            

 

3/27:  “Forgiven” 6:30-8:00pm           

                                              

3/28:  Catholicism DVD series  

 

 

3/28:  Penance Service 6pm 
          St. Stephens  

 

3/29:  Penance Service 6pm 
          St. Margaret’s 

 

3/30:  Penance Service 6pm 
          Holy Rosary 

 

3/31:  3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

          Stations of the Cross 
          SJ -  After Comm. Svc. 
          SS - After 5pm Mass 
 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for May will be 
announced soon. 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism and welcome those to watch the series 
with them. There are 2 classes left.  

 

This week: The Fire of His Love—Prayer and the Life 
of the Spirit. In this lesson, Bishop Barron explores 
Catholic Spirituality, which is centered on prayer. As 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Prayer is 
the lifting up of the mind and the heart to God.”  

Penance Service 

There will be three opportunities to attend a communal pen-
ance service. Please see the dates, places & times in the 
Upcoming Events calendar! 

Congratulations to those who have recently 
received the Sacrament of Baptism:  

 

Haeley Starr Veronica Brown 
Cih O’ Yeibeihii Robert Charles White Bull 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

3/25: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  +Pete & Patsy Ballou         

 

3/26:  9am Mass St. Stephens   +John Cunningham           
 11am Mass St. Josephs   +W.J. Andy Andersen 
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   Mark Soldierwolf       
                  

3/28: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Robin Reed            
                               

3/29: 5pm St. Stephens    Neil Rogers          
 5:15 St. Josephs    Communion Service          
          

3/30: 7:15am St. Stephens   Poor Souls in purgatory        
                               

3/31: 5pm St. Stephens    +Ann Foy            
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    
  

4/1: 9am St. Stephens    Richard Reed          

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Praise him now and always! 

Thank you to all 

those who participat-

ed in the St. Joseph’s 

Table. It was a won-

derful turnout and 

the people who re-

ceived the goods 

were very thankful. 

Soup Supper News 
Soup Supper is today after the 5pm 
Mass. Please bring a soup or bread to 
share if you are able but definitely 
join in the fellowship. Soup suppers 
are the last Sunday of the month. 

Catholic Relief Services 

This week, we are taking up The Catholic Relief Services Collection to respond to Jesus in 
disguise. This collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support to strug-
gling communities and to work toward peace and reconciliation among our marginalized 
brothers and sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider how you can 
support the collection.  Learn more about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your favorites 
page and/or bookmark us. Classes, 
events, and the bulletin are all on 
there! Don’t remember if you’re the 
lector this weekend? Look here: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 


