
Thirsty 

           

In the Gospel Jesus asks a woman to draw delicious well-water for him to drink. She hesitates. 
She is Samaritan. 
 

Her story is many-sided, but what catches me is Jesus’ saying about water soothing our thirst. 
Thirst, which is ever present on this blue planet. 
 

I remember bicycling with a friend out in the countryside on a very hot day. We had not count-
ed on one particular hill that would continue to rise up before us, a very long and unremitting 
one. We worked and worked and worked and at last achieved the top. Hurray! But heat and 
humidity had sucked the moisture out of us, so we were parched. Remarkably parched. Off to 
the left stood a farmhouse or residence of some kind. Hey, why not go ask for a drink of water? 
Because the house itself was at the top of another hill, and we saw four hundred steps leading 
up to it. Ok not four hundred, but very many. How could we put ourselves through still anoth-
er Olympic ordeal and mount these steep stairs in order to subject some innocent citizen to our 
begging? 

 

No problem. We clambered up the steps, knocked at the door, received greetings from a most 
gracious lady who could think of nothing more delightful than to bring us each a big glass of 
cool, wet water. Aaaaahhhhhh. Drink it to the bottom. Savor it, be refreshed. 

 

Nothing else in the world could have tasted so delicious and so satisfying as that water. We 
were craving what our bodies ached for, and we got a kindly answer. 

 

Then off and away (after retracing the steps)! 

 

It seems that human beings have a thirst for something even more profound than that welcome 
drenching. As St. Paul puts it in the Second Reading, we thirst for “the love poured forth from 
God in Jesus through the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Love. This is a primordial need. Very like the need for water in this respect. But it is “a God-
sized hole” within us, a yearning for the greatest love there is. 

 

Jesus says he will put a flowing fountain of such water right inside the Samaritan woman. It will 
slake her thirst forever! 

 

Often you and I will use other lesser ways to try and satisfy this great need of the soul. Looks, 
accomplishment, work, other persons, sex, drink, food, alcohol, and so on. These are all good in 
themselves. Yet taken to excess they lose their power to help us. Even at their best they leave us 
humming the famous line, “Is that all there is?” 

 

No, that is not all there is. We are each built in such a way that we shrivel without real love. 
Our small selves have been fitted with a soul that opens wide to love and especially to the great-
est love of all, God. So we have to tease this center of depth open within us. Whatever careful 
steps will get us there. We need Lenten quiet, self-denial, the re-fitting of our lives, and even 
being at peace with our losses. 

 

In other words, we must bicycle our way to the top of the great hill, clamber up endless stairs 
and get ourselves to knock on God’s door and wait. 

 

Maybe Jesus will answer the door … 
 
… and give us “a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
 
        John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephens Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Josephs Church, Ethete  

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for March 20th through March 26th: 

               

Mon:      2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89: 2-5, 27, 29; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Lk 2:41-51a 

Tue:  Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-9; Mt 18:21-35  

Wed:    Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19  

Thur: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 

Fri:     Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11b, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34  

Sat: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38  

Sun:   1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41    

      

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephens 

  

3/26/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lectors: Marilu Duncan 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Valaira Cardenas 
Altar Servers: Katerina Cardenas and Ernest Bearing  

Parish Collection    
3/12                                                                                 $1534.26 

Upcoming Events:  

 

3/19:  Coffee and donuts  
          after 9am Mass  

                                                    Rel. Ed. Classes 

 

          St. Joseph’s Table  

 

3/20:  Baptism Class 5:30  

 

          “Forgiven” 6:30-8:00pm           

                                              

3/21:  Catholicism DVD series  

 

3/24:  3:45pm Adoration 
          4:45pm Benediction 
          5:00pm Mass 

 

          Stations of the Cross 
          SJ -  After Comm. Svc. 
          SS - After 5pm Mass 

 

3/26:  Soup supper after  
          5pm Mass  

 

3/28:  Penance Service 6pm 
          St. Stephens  

 

3/29:  Penance Service 6pm 
          St. Margaret’s 

 

3/30:  Penance Service 6pm 
          Holy Rosary 

 

St. Stephens Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes in March contin-
ue on 3/20 from 5:30-6:30. 
 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

 

The adult Confirmation class began the DVD series 
Catholicism and welcome those to watch the series 
with them. There are 3 classes left. 

 

This week: A Vast Company of Witnesses—The Com-
munion of Saints. Bishop Barron gives consideration to 
some of the Church’s greatest heroes, and demon-
strates how their extraordinary examples display both 
the passion and the creative potential of the Catholic 
Church. This lesson tells the story of the Church as a 
vast company of witnesses who are called by Christ to 
be a Communion of Saints.  

Favorite Page 

Add our website to your favorites 
page and/or bookmark us. Classes, 
events, and the bulletin are all on 
there! Don’t remember if you’re the 
lector this weekend? Look here: 
www.saintstephensmission.com 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

3/18: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Missa Pro Populo         

 

3/19:  9am Mass St. Stephens   +Ann Foy           
 11am Mass St. Josephs   Tom Konrad 
 5pm Mass St. Stephens   +Millani Watt    
                  

3/21: 7:15am Mass St. Stephens   Poor souls in purgatory         
                                  

3/22: 5pm St. Stephens    Special Intention          
 5:15 St. Josephs    Communion Service          
          

3/23: 7:15am St. Stephens   Glenn G. Heiser              
                               

3/24: 5pm St. Stephens    +Jim Hedderman         
  5:15pm St. Josephs   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Josephs 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s.  

Three classes are required before baptism. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 

to schedule classes. 

 

Religious Education Classes 
Classes for K-1st grade and all First Communion students at 11am. 

 

Confirmation 
Class is immediately after Mass. 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Praise him now and always! 

Parishioner Registration 

 

There are forms at the entrance of the church if 
you have not received one. Please fill out and ei-
ther bring back to Mass, take or mail to office. 

Soup Supper News 
Soup Supper is next Sunday after the 5pm 
Mass. Please bring a soup or bread to share 
if you are able but definitely join in the 
fellowship.  

St. Joseph’s Table 
 

The Feast of St. Joseph is today. To hon-
or the carpenter, bread and/or baked 
goods are prepared and donated to the 
needy. Much of the food includes bread-
crumbs, representing sawdust. Giving 
food to the needy is a St. Joseph's Day 
custom. There are tables set in the church 
for donations. If you or your family would 
like to participate in the St. Joseph’s table 
then please bring your bread or baked 
goods today by 6pm. All items will be dis-
tributed to the needy tomorrow, March 
20th. Thank you! 

Catholic Relief Services 

Next week, our parish will take up The Catholic Relief Services Collection (CRSC). Funds 
from this collection help provide food to the hungry, support to displaced refugees, and 
Christ’s love and respect to all people here at home and abroad. Next week, please give gen-
erously to the CRSC and help Jesus in disguise. Learn more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 


