
Layers of Wisdom 

 

A terribly decrepit old man is sitting on the front porch. A very beautiful woman walks by 
on the sidewalk and his mouth is hanging open. Of course there was an old flea-bitten dog 
at the man’s feet, since George Booth was the cartoonist. 

 

The man’s equally haggard wife is at the door with the screen pushed open just far enough 
to take in the scene. “Well whistle, you damn fool!” she says. 

 

Actually these are words of everyday common sense. 
 

In the Gospel, Jesus also uses common sense wisdom. If you went out into a field, he says, 
and saw a suspicious mound of earth and you happened to dig it up and you found there a 
hidden treasure, as much gold as you could ever want, would you immediately run out and 
tell everyone where to find it? 

 

No, no, no. This is just the opposite of “Well whistle, you damn fool!” You would keep 
the treasure a complete, deep, dark, fail-safe secret, you would re-bury the treasure disguis-
ing it so no one could know that anything was there. You would go sell your goods and 
buy the field. Now the treasure is yours and you can tell everybody. “Look what I hap-
pened to find on my new property!” It makes sense. 

 

If you agree, then there is a question for you. Wouldn’t you do as much for the kingdom 
of heaven? Jesus asks you this. Well, hmmmm. Maybe that is worth some consideration. 

 

Where else can you look for such wisdom? As we might remember, King Solomon was 
noted far and wide for his wise decisions. It is said that the Queen of Sheba traveled to 
him to get advice. How did he get so wise? Did he just inherit it from his father, David? 
No, he prayed to God for a beautiful kind of wisdom (First Reading). He did not ask how 
to increase his fortune or to be well-known or to have power. He asked God for an under-
standing heart. He would use it to rule God’s people well. God is moved by this request 
and gives Solomon great practical wisdom so he can be on the side of the regular folks. 
How many leaders today even listen to the people, let alone listen with understanding? 

 

Perhaps the deepest wisdom this Sunday is in the Second Reading. You or I have un-
doubtedly quoted the words, not remembering where they came from, “All things work for 
good for those who love God.” The older I get, the more true this seems. Even when dark-
ness and loss become our daily bread, still the love of God labors incessantly to bring out 
larger love, greater forgiveness, more acceptance of life and love, even within pain. This is 
food we all need every day. 
 

Sunday at Mass we can pay attention to these varieties of wisdom. The important thing is 
not to just sit there and gape. Do what every other human being in the world would do if 
they were given a glimpse into the kingdom. 
 

What? 

 

“Whistle, you damn fool”? 

 

No. 
 

Listen with an understanding heart.                                                            John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for July 31st through August 6th: 

               

Mon:      Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Ps 106:19-23; Mt 13:31-35 

Tue:  Ex 33:7-11, 34:5b-9, 28; Ps 103:6-13; Mt 13:36-43  

Wed:    Ex 34:29-35; Ps 99:5-7, 9; Mt 13:44-46  

Thur: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84:3-6, 8-11; Mt 13:47-53 

Fri:     Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37; Ps 81:3-6, 10-11; Mt 13:54-58  

Sat: Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Mt 14:1-12 

Sun:   Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9   

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

7/30/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Linda Bebout 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Extraordinary Ministers: Volunteers needed 

Parish Collection    
7/23                                                                                $1847.00 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

7/30: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and frybread 
         after 9am Mass 

 

8/4: Adoration 3:45 
         followed by benediction   
         and Mass 

 

8/13: Picnic and Mass  

 

8/25: Deacon Bryce’s  
         Ordination Mass 10am 
         St. Stephen’s Church 

 

8/30: 5pm Mass followed by a  
         farewell dinner for  
         Fr. Andrew          

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for August will 
be 7th, 14th and 21st and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Praised be Jesus Christ.  

Praise Him now and always! 

Rosaries 

 

Many people spend hours 
making rosaries and send 
them to the Mission. Please 
remember to pray with them 
and offer a prayer for those 
who donate them. Thank 
you and God bless. 

Fremont County Parish Picnic is two weeks away!  

All parishioners are invited to a picnic on August 13th. Pa-
rishioners from St. Margaret’s, Holy Rosary and our three 
churches are all invited. The picnic will be from 1-4pm fol-
lowed by an outdoor 5pm Mass. Parishioners 
from Blessed Sacrament are asked to bring a 
bag of chips, parishioners from St. Josephs are 
asked to bring bottled water, juice, tea or soda 
and parishioners from St. Stephens are asked to 
bring a salad, side dish, or dessert. The Mission will provide 
the meat, buns, paper goods, and condiments. We are excit-
ed to host the event and would like everyone to attend and 
join in the fellowship. Please bring your own chairs!  

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

7/29: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Poor Souls in purgatory  

 

7/30:  9am St. Stephen’s   Jeff and Janet Ballou on their anniversary    
 11am St. Joseph’s   +Blase Jenkins       
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Missa Pro Populo    

 

     

8/1: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Special Intention             
                           

8/2: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Deacon Bryce             
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

8/3: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   Special Intention           
                                

8/4: 5pm St. Stephen’s   Special Intentinon      
  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    
  

8/5: 9am St. Stephens    First Saturday Mass         

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism today. 
 

Congratulations: 

 

Jaelle Singing Star Smith                                      Russell Joseph Redman 
 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

Congratulations to Deacon Bryce on his upcoming Ordi-
nation. Deacon Bryce will be ordained a priest on August 
25th at 10am. The Mass of Ordination will be held here 
at St. Stephens Indian Mission. Please mark this momen-
tous occasion on your calendars and plan to join in the 
very first Ordination ever held here at St. Stephens!  

 

There will be a luncheon following the Ordination. Please 
call Melissa at the office if you would like to be involved. 

SAVE THE DATE:  The 2017 Wyoming Catholic Women’s Retreat will be on Friday, 
September 29, from 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.and Saturday, September 30, from 8:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m. (lunch provided) at the Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center in Casper, 
WY.  The keynote speaker will be Sarah Hart, and she will be sharing her thoughts and 
insights on the “Nuances of the Fruits of the Spirit.” For more information on Sarah, 
please visit http://www.sarahhart.com.  Early bird registration fee is $50 by Saturday, 
September 16.  After that, the registration fee is $60.  We encourage all women to come 
join in this uplifting experience of faith, growth, and fellowship.  This event is hosted by 
the women of St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Casper.  To register, please call Patti 
Spaulding at 307-266-1095. 

 

There 
will be a 
farewell 
dinner for 
Father 

Andrew after the 5pm 
Mass on August 30th. 
More information com-


