
Toward Jerusalem 

Jesus is on the march and will not be turned back. He is fierce in Sunday’s Gospel, and 
sometimes the readings startle us. He “rebukes” the disciples. He shouts “let the dead bury 
the dead” when a man along the way wants to bury his father first. He is moving fast, and 
his mood is intense. 

 

We have heard about Jesus’ public ministry, in the liturgical time before Lent/Easter. He 
had come back from the desert filled with the Holy Spirit, and he headed straight to Naz-
areth, his home town, ready to preach his mission. His own townspeople were more than 
blunt about rejecting him: they tried to throw him off a cliff (Luke 4:14ff). 

 

This was the first portion of Luke’s Gospel, which scholars call the “Galilean Minis-
try” (Luke 3:1-9:50), the subject of our Sunday scripture readings (except for the insertion 
of Lent and Easter). Now a new section of Luke begins, called the “Journey to Jerusa-
lem” (Luke 9:51-19:28). Get ready for it. 

 

Now it is the people in Samaritan towns who turn him away as he passes by. He had sent 
messengers ahead to “warm up the audience,” so to speak, but Jews and Samaritans were 
hostile to each other and so villagers would not let him in. 

 

Luke says the real reason is that they knew he was “going up to Jerusalem.” 

 

Think about that phrase, “going up to Jerusalem.” The “going up” part is literal, since 
Jerusalem is built on a hill or rise. But Luke wanted the metaphorical sense too. Jesus had 
“set his face” to go up to the height of the cross. The Greek word Luke uses for “go up” is 
the same one used in the Second Book of Kings for the prophet Elijah’s ascent into heaven. 
“A flaming chariot and flaming horses came … and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirl-
wind” (2 Kings 2:11). 

 

Jesus’ “going up” will not be in a fiery chariot. His “ascent” will be a plunge downwards 
into humiliation and death. The hill of Golgotha was high and barren, his ending was low 
and shameful. 

 

For the next ten chapters Luke will skillfully trace this ascent as parts of Jesus’ urgent trip 
to Jerusalem. We see why he was so severe with people now: he knew what going up to 
Jerusalem would mean. 

 

Do you want to go along with this man on his journey? What if you hear him say, “The 
Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head [and neither will you]”? Or, “No one who sets a 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God”? 

 

Wouldn’t you or I and turn on our heels and run away? 

 

Maybe. But look at it. 

 

Jesus is saying that Christianity and Catholicism are to be challenges, not warm blankets. 
Jesus opens to God, more than to safe sleep, than to family funerals, even more than cour-
tesy to family and friends. None of these latter are evil or bad, they are good. But they 
receive their worth at their very core from love, which is the primary reason for our lives 
and deeds, and is the primary mission Jesus invites us to so urgently. 

 

Love of God above all, love of our neighbor as ourselves.    
                  John Foley, SJ 
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St. Stephen’s Church 
Friday: Adoration followed by benediction 3:45pm 

Saturday: Confessions 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Sunday Masses: 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM                            

Wednesday & Friday: Mass at 5:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday: Mass at 7:15am 

1st Saturday: Adoration at 8:00am; Mass at 9:00am 

                             

St. Joseph’s Church, Ethete 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass  

Wednesday & Friday Communion Service at 5:15 PM 
           

Blessed Sacrament, Ft. Washakie  

 

Saturday Vigil Mass  4:30 PM 
Confessions 15 minutes before Mass 

 

The purpose of St. Stephen’s Indian Mission, the presence of 
the Roman Catholic Church among the Eastern Shoshone 

and Northern Arapaho, is to grow into a strong  
community of believers, sharing our lives in the Holy  
Spirit, forming one welcoming People of God, who are  

committed to Jesus Christ, his gospel and mission. 

Come in seeking; come in wondering; come in hurting. Come into this house 
of companionship and compassion. Come in. You are welcome here. Our 
faith Family opens its doors to you and in the name of Christ, bids you  

Welcome! 



Readings for July 3rd through July 9th:  

               

Mon:      Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1b-2; Jn 20:24-29 

Tue:  Gn 19:15-29; Ps 26:2-3, 9-12; Mt 8:23-27  

Wed:    Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Ps 34:7-8, 10-13; Mt 8:28-34  

Thur: Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8 

Fri:     Gn 23:1-4, 19, 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1-5; Mt 9:9-13  

Sat: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Ps 135:1b-6; Mt 9:14-17 

Sun:   Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14; Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30  

Sunday Ministry Schedule-St. Stephen’s 

  

7/9/17 
9:00 Mass 
Lector: Linda Bebout 
Extraordinary Ministers: Jim & Theresa Cunningham 
5:00 Mass 
Lector: Volunteer Needed 
Altar Servers: Katsina Cardenas and Gabrielle Whiteman  

Parish Collection    
6/25                                                                                $2073.44 

“Teach us to give and not count the cost.” St. Ignatius de Loyola 

Upcoming Events:  

 

 

7/2: Rosary @ 8:20am 
         Coffee and donuts 
         after 9am Mass 

 

7/7: Adoration 3:45 
         followed by benediction   
         and Mass 

 

7/9-7/14: Totus Tuus at Holy  
         Rosary (sign up sheets at   

         the entrance of church) 

 

St. Stephen’s Religious Ed/Baptism 
 

Please plan to attend three classes if you wish your 
child to be baptized. Dates for classes for July will be 
July 10th, 17th, 24th and will be at 5:30-6:30pm. 

 

 

If you have questions regarding baptism or religious 
education classes, please call the religious education 
office (856-7806 ext. 16).  

Fremont County Parish Picnic  

All parishioners are invited to a picnic on August 
13th. Parishioners from St. Margaret’s, Holy 
Rosary and our three churches are all invited. 
The picnic will be from 1-4pm followed by an 
outdoor 5pm Mass. Parishioners from Blessed Sacrament 
are asked to bring a bag of chips, parishioners from St. Jo-
sephs are asked to bring bottled water, juice, tea or soda 
and parishioners from St. Stephens are asked to bring a 
salad, side dish, or dessert. The Mission will provide the 
meat, buns, paper goods, and condiments. (If anyone would 
like to make a monetary donation to cover the cost then 
please contact the office.) We are excited to host the event 
and would like everyone to attend and join in the fellowship. 

Peter’s Pence Collection 

 

Thank you for your generous 
support in last week’s Peter’s 
Pence Collection! Our contribu-
tions will be combined with 
those from our brothers and 
sisters around the world to help 
Pope Francis provide essential 
relief to people in need. If you 
missed the collection, it is not 
too late to give, visit  
www.usccb.org/

 

Benefit dinner at St. Margaret’s on July 7th. Proceeds 
go to Johnna Arthur and family. Dinner and music be-
ginning at 7pm in Pate Hall. 851-4667 for more info. 

Mass Intentions/Communion Service & Schedule this week: 
      

7/1: 4:30pm Blessed Sacrament  Greg & Colleen Sonnen  

 

7/2:  9am St. Stephen’s   +Josie Harding      
 11am St. Joseph’s   Missa Pro Populo    
 5pm St. Stephen’s   Greg & Colleen Sonnen         
                  

7/4: 7:15am Mass St. Stephen’s  Greg & Colleen Sonnen         
                           

7/5: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Leo Grasky          
 5:15 St. Joseph’s    Communion Service          
          

7/6: 7:15am St. Stephen’s   +Debbie Borcher         
                                

7/8: 5pm St. Stephen’s   +Judge Jack Hoogasian 

  5:15pm St. Joseph’s   Communion Service    

 Blessed Sacrament & St. Joseph’s 

 

Baptism Classes 
The last Sunday of each month will be Baptism Sunday at St. Joseph’s. Three 

classes are required. Please call Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule classes. 

 

Summer Classes 

During the weeks from June 12th to July 7th, classes will be offered for students 

who started Religious Ed program during the year but were unable to finish, call 

Sister Teresa at 332-4415 to schedule days and times. 

TOTUS TUUS 
Totus Tuus will be at Holy Rosary in Lander. 

They have invited families of our parish to par-

ticipate in the program. 1st-6th grade program 

will be held on 7/10-7/14 from 9am-3pm and 

the 7th-12th grade program will be 7/9-7/13 

from 7pm-9pm. All Totus Tuus participants 

and their families are invited to a catered dinner 

on 7/12 at 5:30pm. There are registration forms 

and more details at the entrance of the church. 

Please call our parish office if your children are 

interested in attending and would like help with 

registration fees and/or transportation. 

  

Vita Nova Coffee (“New Life” Coffee), the Mission’s own free coffee house 
recently built and designed in Sr. Incarnata Hall, will be open for FREE 
COFFEE and snacks (when available) whenever the sign is up outside of 
the coffee house (see the picture).  Fr. Andrew cannot set scheduled hours 
of operation due to the unpredictability of priestly ministry, but whenever 
you drive by the Mission and see the sign outside Sr. Incarnata Hall, feel 
free to stop in for a free cup of coffee with a cool atmosphere and good 
conversation.  Bring a friend, a novel, or your homework and come to chill 
and relax with a hot cup of coffee with Fr. Andrew! 

 

Bishop Steven is coming to visit with the 

clergy of SSIM and will celebrate Mass 

at St. Stephens on Monday, July 10th at 

7:15am. We will have a breakfast in Eagle 

Hall immediately following Mass. Please 

call Melissa at the office if you are able 

to bring a breakfast dish, pastries, fruit 

or juice for the breakfast. Everyone is 

encouraged to attend and help us wel-

come Bishop Steven to the Mission! 


